+ 


Ef 

P 

1° 




INDEPENDENT 

Monday 27 October 1997 (IRSOp) 4Sp No 3,438 


INSIDE 

TODAY 



finds Nicola 
Horlickis 
human 
after all 



This man forged a Van Gogh. Did he fake 
Gauguin and Cezanne as well? 



Portrait of a fake artist; The man depicted standing anxiously rubbing his hands is Claude- Emile SchufEenecker who, according to a television documentary 
broadcast last night was ‘almost certainly* the real painter of a Vincent Van Gogh sunflowers picture, sold for nearly £25m at auction. According to the art 
writer Geraldine Norman, further investigations could one day reveal the unknown French art teacher as the true author of works by his friend Paul 
Gauguin (who painted this picture of Schuffenecker and his family in 1889) and Paul Cezanne. Full story, page 20 Music D’Orsay, Paris 


Grand prix 
ace dents 
his good 
name 

Michael Schumacher, thought fay some 
to be the greatest racing driver of all 
time, lost not only the Formula One 
world championship yesterday but 
also much of the global respect that his 
skills have earned him. 

When it came to the decisive mo- 
ment during the final race of the sea- 
son at Jerez, Schumacher’s ambition 
seemed to eclipse his good sense. 

The 28-year-old German driver 
almost knocked Jacques VDleneuve, his 
rival for the championship, out of the 
Grand Pm of Europe. 

Schumacher, his Ferrari fading, 
knew that the French-Oinadian would 
win the world title if he managed to 
finish at least sixth. What happened 
next was witnessed by milli ons of tele- 
vision viewers all over the world. 

On the 48th lap of the 69-lap race, 
the race leader’s Ferrari veered into 
the chasing Williams- Renault as Vfl- 
leneuve attempted to pass inside on a 
tight right-hand bend 

The collision left Schumacher 
stranded in the gravel trap, while V3- 
leneuve, despite a damaged car and 
ruined front tyres, eventually finished 
third to secure the title. “Michael had 
his eyes dosed, or maybe his hands 
dipped on the wheel” a diplomatic Vil- 
leneuve said, while the race stewards 
took no action, deeming the incident 
a “racing accident” and no one's fault. 

Schumacher's demise was relished 
in the Winiams camp; he collided with 
Damon Hill in Adelaide three years 
ago, denying the Briton, then driving 
for Williams, the title. Both drivers 
were eliminated by that incident and 
Schumacher, ahead in the standings, 
took the championship. The general 
view at yesterday's race was that Schu- 
macher, leading by one point, would 
not expose himself to the risk of fur- 
ther public condemnation. However, 
Schumacher and the other drivers op- 
erate in an environment and business 
where the stakes are high and second 
place is regarded as first of the losers. 

Stirling Moss, acknowledged as 
the greatest driver never to have be- 
come World Champion, recently 
observed; “This is oo longer a sport-” 
— Derick ABsop 
Race report. Sport tabloid 


TODAY’S NEWS 





Scotland may recruit 
own defence force 

First there was Braveheart, then came the Scottish’ 
vote for devolution. Now the talk is about raising a 
force to defend the Scottish people. Glasgow Univer- 
sity has drawn up proposals for an independent Scot- 
tish Defence Force of E2JTO0 troops. 30 ships and 100 
aircraft. Page 6 

Refresher driving tests 

Motorists could be forced to cake refresher driving 
tests every 10 years. The idea is aimed at reducing 
the number of accidents in Europe, where 45,000 
people are killed on the roads each year. Motoring 
organisations pointed that it would not tackle the 
main cause of problem - young drivers. Page 3 

SEEN & HEARD 

Most horticultural competitions involve prizes for die 
largest marrow or biggest turnip, but judges at a con- 
test in Spain this weekend were looking for the best 
cannabis crop. More than 50 marijuana lovers gath- 
ered at a private dub for the first ‘Madrid Marijuana 
Cup’. The organisers are lobbying the Spanish govern- 
ment to legalise the growing of cannabis for personal 
consumption. But anxious contestants had a long wait 
before the winner was announced. Each judge had to 
smoke 10 samples and, realising they would be in no 
condition to make a quick decision, organisers al- 
lowed diem 24 hours to recover their senses before 
deciding which was the best. 



Secret video reveals 
parents’ brutality 


WEATHER The Eye, page 10. 
TELEVISION The Eye. page 12 
CROSS WORDS Page 20 and 
the Eye, page 9 

Web address: httpd/www. 
fndependentccuik . 


A controversial secret video - 
operation in two hospitals filmed 
parents carrying out sadistic 
attacks on their children. Some of 
the adults later confessed to 
killing children in their care. 


A team of experts led by cot death expert 
Professor David Southall wifl reveal today 
a shocking catalogue of attacks on babies 
and young children by apparently caring 
parents and step-parents. 

The secret cameras, which filmed 
parents suffocating, punching, locking and 
. poisoning children between the ages of two 
- montits and four years were set up in the 
Royal Brampton Hospital In London and 
the North Staffordshire Hospital in Stoke- 
on-Trent between 1986 and 1994. The 
videotaped evidence led to 33 criminal 
prosecutions. 

All but one of the 39 children attacked 
were placed in care and it emerged that 12 
of their brothers and sisters had died in sud- 
denor unexpected arcumstances originally 
thought to be cot deaths. 

Four parents admitting suffocating 
eight of these siblings. Deliberate suffo- 
cation had been observed in 30 of the chil- 
dren under surveillabce. 

Although Professor Southall’s methods 
have been condemned by some families, 
he believes the use of hidden cameras has 
been vindicated by the clear evidence of 
physical abuse. 

. The, findin gs, which are to be published 
pert week in the worlds most widely read 
child health journal, have serious impli- 
cations for the prevention of child abuse 
In Britain, which emphasises working with 
the family to resolve any problems. 
Professor SouthaD thinks a snail but Sig- 
nificant band of parents are suffering 


from serious personality disorders. They can- 
not be trusted - to do so would leave chil- 
dren in danger. 

He said: “The United Kingdom has prob- 
ably one of the best child protection systems 
in the world. Yet our work, as well as our 
dinical experience in child abuse, leads us 
to believe that the British philosophy, en- 
shrined in the ( 1989) Children Act, of work- 
ing together with parents, will generally fail 
to protect children from this kind of abuse.” 

The authors, who also include another 
consultant paediatrician. Dr Martin 
Samuels, and North Staffordshire Hospital's 
honorary registrar. Dr Michael Plunkett, call 
for “sweeping changes" in the approach to 
cbQd protection in Britain. 

Where there is severe abusive behaviour. 


BY LOUISE 
JURY 


‘Tnore assertive methods ofinvestigation and 
decision making" might be needed. 

The report said; “A proportion of seri- 
ous child abuse is inflicted by severely dis- 
turbed, deceitful but plausible parents. 

“This abuse may be difficult to recognise, 
life-threatening, and associated with extreme 
degrees of physical and mental harm that 
are difficult to imagine. Cbvert surveillance 
has revealed that many such parents ap- 
peared caring and kind in the presence of 
professionals, yet within seconds of being 
alone with the child became cruel and 
sadistic.” 

The consultants point out that in many 
countries child protection programmes are 
rudimentary, if not non-existent. 

“Given the contents of the United Na- 
tions Convention on the Rights of the Child, 


programmes to address child abuse, par- 
ticularly that involving parents with this 
form of psychological and personality 
disorder, must become a priority for all 
member states." 

All the children videoed had been 
strongly suspected by paediatricians, so- 
cial workers and police child protection 
officers of being in serious danger of life- 
threatening abuse by a parent or step- 
parent 

Although adults who Inflict such harm 
have been described as suffering from 
Munchausen Syndrome by Proxy, where 
they create symptoms in a child or another 
victim to get attention. Professor Southall 
believes such a description is inadequate 
in the cases he describes. 

The abuse is more deliberate and ex- 
treme than is normally associated with 
Munchausen’s. 

However, his methods have come un- 
der criticism in some quarters. Keele Uni- 
versity psychiatrists expressed concern 
about the infringement of privacy and the 
risk of exposing children to further harm 
in the surveillance operations. 

In a separate study of babies with 
breathing problems, some parents were un- 
happy that their children bad been placed 
on a new type of respirator devised by the 
professor. 

Chris Oldham, a traffic engineer and 
friend of a woman convicted of killing her 
daughter by poisoning her, urged caution 
in assessing tbe findings. Tm quite certain 
that there are some mothers who 
thoroughly deserve to have their children 
taken away from them. But 1 think over- 
enthusiasm by Professor Southall could 
bring his work into disrepute.” 

The mother of the woman, who hopes 
to appeal against conviction, said they met 
the professor briefly. “We definitely felt 
that he had made up his mind and 
anything we said would be discounted.” 
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hundred and fifty thousand. On 
second thoughts don’t. It’ll take 
you ages. Just buy any new 
black and white Canon office 
copter now and enjoy 3 months* 
without service charges, com- 
prising all maintenance, black 
toner and call-out fees. Which 
can equate to a massive 150,000 
free copies. We think our write- 
off offer is right on. Contact your 
authorised Canon supplier, or 
just call 0500801801. 



*83880 on Canon (UK) limited 
average monthly volume usage. 
Offer ends 3112.97. 
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^COLUMN ONE 

Rare beetle invited to 
live in designer bins 

British conservationists have started a 50-year experiment to try to save 
one of Britain's rarest insects using a bizarre concoction of chicken drop- 
pings, sawdust, wood shavings and dead rabbits which have perished on 
the roads. 

The mixture is being rotted down in green plastic compost bins to pro- 
vide the violet click beetle with artificial homes which will last until na- 
ture can provide the real thing in the middle of the next century. 

The half-inch long beetle (pictured), which gets its name from the dick 
it makes when leaping a foot into the air to escape predators, has been 
in Britain since the last Ice Age and lived profusely in the hollowed cen- 
tres of old trees throughout the ancient forests which once covered the 
couatxy. 

It is now found in only 45 trees in Windsor Great Park and 17 ashes 
at a nature reserve on Bredon Hill, South Worcestershire. It is even rar- 
er in the rest of Europe and is a European protected species. 

But there is a serious time bomb ticking away at the Bredon Hill site 
which is being designated an European Union special area of conser- 
vation simply because of the violet click beetle's presence there. 

Because of indiscriminate timber harvesting in the early years of the 
20th centuiy. there is now chronic shortage of prime ashes aged about 
70-80 years. This means that when the 150-year-old trees, in which the 



beetle currently resides, reach the end of their life, there will be no re- 
placement dwellings at a suitable stage of their life cycle. 

And that, the experts hope, is where the compost bins will come 
into their own by providing temporary shelter until younger ashes 
whicb age comparatively quickly, have reached a suitable stage of living 
decay. 

“The bins are a quick way of recreating the innards of an old tree 
and should prove very beetle friendly once they have stood for a while," 
said Peter Holmes, English Nature's Worcestershire Conservation 
Officer. 

"The hollow centres of old trees contain rotting wood, bird droppings 
and dead animals and birds and we are simply trying to mimic that en- 
vironment." 

Five bins are being set up initially and more will follow once Dr. Holmes’ 
team is happy that the contents are rotting down into a realistic 
mixture. 

If the scheme is successful, it is hoped in the long term to reintroduce 
the species into other areas of Britain by the simple expedient of mov- 
ing binfulls of resident beetles onto suitable new sites. 

fit is pure luck that this beast has survived at Bredon and very little 
is known about it because it is so scarce and therefore very difficult to 
study,” Dr Holmes added. 

"We do not even know, for example, whether it is a predator living 
off other insects or whether it eats the rotting debris- 

“This Is a very long-term project because it will take five to ten years 
before the new homes are even ready for use, but we intend to see it 
through. Our aim is to make sure the Violet Click Beetle is not a has- 
been, but a has-bin.” 

— Chris Mobray 
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Father says stabbed police officer not at fault 


The father of the murdered police officer, Nina 
Madcay, broke down in team yesterday as he spoke 
of his daughter and insisted that she had not been 
the "architect of her own death”. 

Sidney Mackay, 54, a former chief superinten- 
dent, said Nina (above) had died needlessly as the 
door she was breaking down flew open and sent 
her flying into a room where a man armed with a 
knife -was waiting. 

Ms Mackay died on Friday night after being 
stabbed in the abdomen as she led a team of spe- 
cially trained support group officers frying to break ■ 
down the door to arrest a man at a flat In Strat- 
ford, east London. 

Her father, of Loughton. Essex, said she had 
been expecting the door to be barricaded and had 
intended to step back so that colleagues with pro- 
tective shields could go in first 

“She loved the variety of the job. My daughter 
was an ordinary girl doing a job she liked. Her death 


was needless,” he said. “She loved her job and the 
people she worked with. She did her duty that day. 
We are devastated she lost her life.” 

He said she had been trained to break down 
doom the day before she died but had found the 
body armour restricted her movements and it is 
thought she took it off to make the entry more com- 
fortable. But Mr MacKay said he did noL think the 
body armour would necessarily have saved her. . 

“Body armour is not the be all and end all,” he 
said. “I just want to correct the impression that she 
caused her own death by taking her armour off. 

“It is important because the implication is that 
my daughter has been the architect of her own death 
by removing it” Scotland Yard is investigating why 
Ms Mackay, from east Loadoo, made such a fa- 
tal decision. 

A 30-year-old Somali man is due to appear be- 
fore magistrates today charged with her murder. 

— Kate Watson-Smyth 



Golden oldies spin again 


The Prime Minister may party 
with Noel Gallagher and choose 
Oasis as the happening face of 
Britain to impress the Com- 
monwealth- But two albums out 
today show the record companies 
still have faith in the original stars 
of the Sixties. 

The first is a new compilation 
CD of the post-Beatles tunes of 
the late John Lennon. And nos- 
talgia for the music of the past 
also extends to the release of 
Ready Steady Go/- The number 
one Sixties album, featuring 50 
tracks which sold more than one 
million copies after appearing on 
the hugely popular Ready Steady 
Go! television show. 

Lennon Legend is being issued 
by Parioptone, which hopes it wiD 
introduce a new generation of 
music fans to the solo work of 
John Lennon after the Beatles 
split up in 1970. It is the second 
collection of Lennon's post-Bea- 
tles tunes and includes “Imag- 
ine” “Mother”, “Jealous Guy” 
and "Mind Games". It has al- 
ready received a glowing review 
in Mojo magazine from Nod Gal- 
lagher, who has credited Lennon 
and McCartney for inspiring the 
music of Oasis. 

Gallagher described “Imag- 
ine" as “one of the best songs ever 


written”, and “Give Peace a 
Chance" as the best Christmas 
song apart from Slade’s “Merry 
Christmas Everybody”. Of the 
track “Love”, he said: “Lennon 
could write ‘Love is free/Free is 
love' and make it sound ace." 

Chris Evans, has played the 
whole album on his Virgin Break- 
fast Show. A spokesman for 
HMV record stores said: “There 
is still a tremendous Beatles fol- 
lowing. It will probably go top 10 
in the week of release and will sell 
well all the way to Christmas, it 
is a best -of album and there is a 
new market out there for 
Lennon." 

Its issue comes nearly 17 
years after Lennon was murdered 
in New York. 


Bishop defends 
royal attack 

A Church of England bishop 
who attacked the morality of the 
Prince of Wales yesterday de- 
fended hs comments, saying they 
represented a feeling of general 
“unease” within the church. 

The Bishop of Woolwich, the 
Rl Rev Colin Buchanan, said the 
Prince’s private life would make 
his coronation “semi-farcical” 
and undermine his role as-the 
church's supreme governor. . 

He also called fora separation 
of church and Crown before the 
Prince could succeed to the- 
throne, to enable him to be- 
come King without being con- 
strained by bis religious role. 

“The Prince of Wiles is one 
who has acknowledged he cheat- 
ed on his wife, and has apparently 
cohabited off and on with his mis- 
tress ever since - a sequence 
which has outlasted the divorce 
of each of them,” the bishop said. 
“There is unease within the 
church over the issue and that has 
been registered for the past five 
years ._J was not seeking publicity 
by publishing these views -1 was 
just stating what I think many oth- 
ers think.” 

The bishop’s views were made 
in a booklet. Coronations ftist. 
Present and Future . 


by Chris Priestley 
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BEHAVIOUR 

Political correctness kills romance 




OF/ 



Britain is becoming a nation of “flirtopbobes” with only 8 per cent of peo- 
ple holding any confidence in their ability to attract the opposite sex. ac- 
cording to a new study on the nation's flirting habits. The rise of political 
correctness means that we have become so worried about causing offence 
or sending out the wrong signals that we are becoming too scared to in- 
dulge in a tittle playful banter. The research, carried out for Martini, also 
found that 36 per cent of people questioned believed women to be bet- 
ter flirts than men, while 12 per cent of boyfriends and husbands claimed 
not to mind if their partners flirt with someone else. More than half felt 
that they became better at flirting after 9pm, with a few strong drinks en- 
couraging 47 per cent to take the plunge. But a surprising 90 per cent ad- 


mitted that they can’t even tell if someone fancies them. 


— Amanda Kelly 
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Shoppers force big stores to behave ethically 


A 'counter revolution* to 
bring ethical policies to 
supermarkets has 
started. But Qenda 
Cooper, Consumer Affair* 
Correspondent, says 
Third World workers 
still wait to see them 
translated into reality. 

Consumer power works, says 
>ihe charity Christian Aid. A 
year after the charity launched 
the drive to make supermarkets 
adopt more ethical policies, 
seven of the biggest chains 


have done so and six are draw- 
ing up codes of conduct 

But the charity warns that in 
places such as the hanana plan- 
tations of Costa Rica conditions 
are still "a world apart from the 
language of workers’ rights and 
good labour practice being dis- 
cussed in the company board- 
rooms”. 

When Christian Aid started 
its Global Supermarket cam- 
paign last year, tens of thousands 
of consumers responded, hand- 
ing till receipts worth millions of 
pounds back to supermarket 
managers and sending tens of 
thousands of letters to super- 


market directors. One church in 
London collected more than 
£45,000 in till receipts in two 
months and handed them back 
to local supermarkets. 

Ln 12 months aa industry 
worth £82bn in total respond- 
ed. “In this process of flexing 
their muscles, consumers are 
creating a new form of citizen- 
ship," said Tun Lang, Professor 
of Food Policy at Thames Mil- 
ley University, and a member 
of an expert panel set up by 
Christian Aid to monitor the su- 
permarkets. 

The charity drew up an ex- 
tensive questionnaire, judged by 


ET HICAL TOP T EN 

I. Tesco 

2= Safeway and Sainsbury's 
<4. CWS 

5. ASDA 

6. Wakrose 

7. KwfkSave 

8. SomerfieW 

9. Morrison’s 

10. Marks & Spencer 


an independent panel, to test 
the supermarket’s commitment 
to ethical trading policies. 

Sources said yesterday that 
the supermarkets had been un- 
happy with the idea of a league 


table ranking the different 
stores for their ethical policies 
and had used “heavy persua- 
sion" and “a variety of argu- 
ments" to tiy to dissuade 
Christian Aid. During a series 
of tense meetings, however, 
the charity had made it dear 
they were determined to pub- 
lish, which the chains accepted. 

The report found that Tesco 
had made the most progress, 
while Morrisons and Marks & 
Spencer lagged far behind. 
Sainsbury’s, which came joint 
second, has been running pilot 
schemes to see how codes of 
conduct, w hich look at workers’ 


pay and conditions, will work In 
practice. Tesco and Safeway 
both plan to include- ethical 
trading as an item in their 1998 
Annual Report- CWS and 
Sainsbuiy have earmarked 
money to cover a {slot phase of 

ethical trading and Tesco has al- 
located as much as £2m. 

Of the seven who have 
adopted a corporate policy, 
only Kwik Save have set neither 
concrete targets or objectives 
and Asda and Tesco have set 
goals for both the next year and 
(he next five years. 

While Christian Aid ap- 
plauds the progress that has 


been made, it warns that good 
ideas have yet to be translated 
into reality. “It is good to see 
that supermarkets are aware at 
last that they must respond to 
consumer demand for ethical 
and fairly traded food, but their 
stated commitment is not yet 
translating through to enough 
products on their shelves,” said 
Joanna Blythman, the food 
journalist and a member of the 
expert panel. 

‘Change at the checkout? super 
markets and ethical business’ 
(£3.50), is available from Chris- 
tian Aid, PO Box 100, London 
SE1 7RT. 



An avid Manchester 
United fan walks with his 
father through the tunnel 
yesterday at Old Trafiord, 
the team’s home ground, 
clutching branded sports 
goods bought in the club's 
megastore 

Photograph; 

Steve Hill/Newsteam 
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When Mum and 
Dad smoke 
dope, what 
do they 

tell the children? 
A middle-class, 
professional 
couple’s dilemma 



HEALTH 

How 

hairdressers can 
do your head 
in - and the 
woman who is 
campaigning to 
change the law 


High Street Rovers: how football 
plans to score in the fashion business 


Leading Premier League 
football clubs, including 
Manchester United, 
Newcastle and 
Liverpool, are in talks to 
establish a chain of 
shops selling new ranges 
of clothing, team kits 
and merchandise. 

Andrew Yates looks at the 
latest attempts by the 
clubs to exploit their 
rerful brands. 


-Tl. 


v° wt 


The country's biggest football 
clubs are looking to cash in on 
the huge growth in the leisure- 
wear industry by setting up 
l heir own shops. They also 
want lo team up with the 
biggest football clubs on the 
Continent to establish an in- 
ternational retailing business. 

. Freddie Fletcher, chief ex- 
ecutive of Newcastle United, 
said; “Wc are just about to open 
our sixth shop in Newcastle 
which is enough for us. Now we 
are anxious to open shops with 
various British partners in oth- 


er parts of the country. We 
would also look at shops with 
dubs in Europe.” 

Newcastle is keen to open its 
first shop in a London airport 
and has held preliminary talks 
with BAA, which runs Heath- 
row and Gatwick airports, 
about finding a large rite. It is 
also eyeing up new outlets on 
the high street. 

Manchester United and Liv- 
erpool are considering joining 
forces with the Geordies. Oth- 
er big dubs are also understood 
to be interested in doing a 
deal However, Newcastle is 
IDcety to forge ahead with new 
stores of its own even if other 
teams deride to drop out. 

The shops will sell leisure 
do thing ranges and replica kits 
as well as anything from wallets 
to ties embossed with club 
logos. Newcastle will stock its 
own clothing range, called 
1892, which has been developed 
by George Davies, the former 
head of Next who has also de- 
veloped dothes for Asda. The 
cliib may even buy in Liverpool . 
and Manchester United shirts 
and football merchandise to sell 
in its shops, if the other teams 


deride not to take a stake in the 
new venture. 

The first shops are likely to 
be in London, but if the ex- 
periment proves successful 
stores will be rolled out across 
the UK and into Europe's ma- 
jor cities. 

Manchester United, Liver- 
pool and Newcastle are the best 
supported clubs in the UK. If 
the dubs do establish a national 
chain of stores, the move could 
pose a big threat lo the pletho- 
ra of sports-clothes shops 
chains that have exploded onto 
the high street over the past 10 
years, such as JJB Sports and 
the World of Football. 

Football is becoming an in- 
creasingly co mm ercial business 
with elute looking at a host of 
new ways to exploit their brand 
name. 

Manchester United set the 
ball rolling by introducing an ex- 
tensive range of merchandise 
products at its club shops. Ar- 
dent supporters can now buy 
golf balls, cheque book holders 
and even luxury soap. 

Next, the major clubs plan 
to' set up their own television 
channels, which fans would 


pay a monthly fee to watch. 
Manchester United has already 
signed a deal with Granada and 
Rupert Murdoch's satellite 
broadcaster BSkyB to establish 
MTJTV. The channel will, from 
next autumn, broadcast maga- 
zine-style programmes about 
players and the dub as well as 
friendly and reserve team 
games. Newcastle, Leeds and 
many other Premier League 
dubs are known to be planning 
their own pay-TV ventures. 

The dubs are also hatching 
plans to expand their home- 
shopping businesses, selling 
dothing ranges via catalogues, 
through television ’ charm els 
and on the IntemeL 

If all that was not enough. 
English clubs are turning their 
attention overseas in a bid to 
tap the millions of fens they 
have around the globe. New- 
castle has just signed a deal to 
sell its clothes ranges in Scan- 
dinavia and is in negotiations 
with a wholesaler in Hong 
Kong to establish a business in 
Asia. Manchester United is 
also in talks with local suppli- 
ers to start selling its dothes 
throughout the Far East 



Drivers 


10-year refresher tests 



Motorists may have to take a refresher, 
driving test every 10 years in an effort to 
reduce the number of accidents, it 
emerged yesterday. 

. Under plans being drawn up by the 

European Parliament, those who failed 
,the test, would lose their licences, ac- 
porxlh^toareportoriBBCRadk>4s£«- 
rope Now programme last night 

MiEPS believe the scheme woiild help 
reduce the number of road accidents — 
45,000 people are killed on Europe's 
roads every year -and argue makingdri- 
vers retake the test would force them to 
correct had or dangerous driving habits.. 

Plans are already under discussion to 
reduce the drink-drive limit in a new Eu- 
ropean-wide limit of 50 micro grammes 
per 100ml. The new leveL dubbed “more 
than one andyouTe done”, will mean dri- 
vers- could safely have only one pint of 
beer oriwo glasses of wine. 


Although considerably lower than 
the present British limit of SOmicro- 
grammes per 100ml, a maximum intake 
of 50 microgrammes per 100ml is already 
- the maximum permitted in France, Hol- 
land, Austria and Greece. 

MEPs are also concerned by an up- 
surge in aggressive driving and inci- 
dents of “road rage”. Re-testing, it is 
claimed, would enable examiners to fail 
such motorists and strip them of their li- 
cences because of their attitude. 

Some motoring organisations ap- 
prove of the idea,’ claiming that lessons 
and refresher tests would improve driving 
standards, but ministers are understood 
to be against the scheme. 

They say it should be left to the courts 
to deal with dangerous drivers. 

The Automobile Association is also 
a gainst the plans. Rebecca Rees, a 
spokeswoman for the AA, aid: The AA 


can’t see any real road safely benefit in 
testing every driver every 10 years. 

Tt’s not really addressing the people 
who cause the majority of road accidents, 
which are youngsters. 

•Another problem will be enforcement 
and administration. Driving test centres 
are already stretched.” . 

Recent changes in the law in Britain 
mean drivers face a re-test if they notch 
up six penalty points within two years of 
gaining a full driving licence. 

Ms Rees added: “Most drivers in the 
UK are safe drivers, lb make everybody 
take a driving test every 10 years would 
have no real safety benefit at alL” 

Britain has the lowest road accident 
death rate in the European Union: roads 
in the UK are seven times safer than in 
Greece - the country with the worst 
record. 

— Kate Watson-Smyth 



Ordinary banking is not something you have to put up 
with, it's something you can change, ff your current account 
can't match the Alliance Account, it's time to switch. 

As you can see from our excellent credit interest rates, 
24 hour service and low overdraft rates, the Alliance 
Account is no ordinaiy current account And if you apply 
before 31 October 1997, we'll add £30 to your balance. 

Switching is simple 

Well even help with the paperwork to make switching 
your account easy. For more detai/5 and an application 
form, complete and return the coupon below or call us 
FREE on 0500 95 95 95 now, quoting reference N259. 

to the Alliance Account' 
APDE30TOYOUR BALANCE 

/y>piyltiefore31 October 1997 ' -- 


1 

Please send me more information about the Alliance Account from 
Alliance & Leicester pic (Please use BLOCK CAPITALS.) 


(Work) 


Date of birth 


Are you an AIBance & Leicester customer? Yes □ No □ 


Renan to: 

ASance & lefceger pic, 
FREEPOST 05*48). 
Leeds LS2 8/U. 


■_ ALLIANCE 
■ LEICESTER 

No ordinary current account 


Call FREE 0500 95 95 95 


Quoting reference N259 
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Hume asks Biair 
for abortion lead 


tfr^f 

4ftto»v 


Cardinal Basil Hume yesterday 
c^OTthe Prime Minister to 
convince the Labour Party end 
the British nation that abor- 
tion is wrong ■ „ , .. 

The leader of the Catholic 
church, who this week had 
joined a “pro-life chain of 
anti-abortion protesters mark- 
ing today's 30th anniveisaiy of 
the Abortion Act, said be want- 
ed to change the “minds and 
hearts" of people in order to 
stop abortions. 

He told GMTV’s Sunday 
programme: “My message to 
Tony Blair would be. *You are 
a man of integrity ... and you 
see things clearly. I would have 
thought you should give lead- 
ership within your party, and try 
to convince them that abortion 
is wrong and that we ought, as 

a nation, to do something about 

if - He added that people used 
to accept slavery but now every- 
one appreciated how wrong it 
was, and that the same would 
be true of abortion. “In 100 
years’ time, perhaps less, peo- 
ple will come to see this really 
was a grave scandal in our so- 
ciety at this period.” 

He daimed that nearly 5 mil- 
lion lives had been taken by leg- 
al abortions in the past 30 yeais. 
and hoped the Prime Minister 
would try to change his party’s 
attitude to abortion. 


Lord Steel, who piloted the 
Abortion Act through the 
Commons 30 years ago, stood 
by the original law because of 
the damage being done by 
backstreet abortions before the 
process was legalised. 

Speaking on the same pro- 
gramme, Lord Steel said; “The 
decisions made by Parliament, 
oq a free vote, by convincing 
majorities in both Houses, were 
absolutely right. It’s very easy 
for people now to forget what 
Britain was like 30 years ago. 

“People forget that we had 
... between 30 and 50 women a 
year dying as a result of crimi- 
nal abortion, people forget that 
the public wards of every hos- 
pital were cluttered with patients 
admitted for what was called 
septic or incomplete abortion, 
nobody knew how many people 
committed suicide." 

Lord Steel said he respect- 
ed the Roman Catholic position 
but added: “Neither Cardinal 
Hume nor anyone else should 
inflict their particular view on 
the rest of the population." 

“Anyone who wants to abol- 
ish the Act or restrict the Act 
in any way will have us back to 
the desperate situation which 
existed in the 1940s and 1950s 
in this country.” 

Letters, page 14 
Polly Toynbee, page IS 
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Lockerbie families back trial move 


Flanked by relatives of victims of the 
1988 Lockerbie bomb, a Scottish law 
professor yesterday argued that only 142 - 
words were needed for the- trial of two 
Libyan suspects to be held in a “neu- 
tral” country. 

Professor Robert Black, of the Uni- 
versity of Edinburgh, presented a pro- 
posed amendment to the Scottish 
Criminal Justice BQL which he said had 
taken just 45 minutes to draft. He ar- 
gued that it belied British government 
claims that there were too many prac- 
tical obstacles to the proposal that the 
men accused of blowing up Pan Am 


flight 103, killing 270 people, be tried 
in a country other than Scotland or the 
United States. 

The proposal - which is supported 
by the Organisation of African Unity, 
the Arab League and Colonel Muam- 
mar Gaddafi - was controversially lob- 
bied for at the weekend by South 
African President Nelson Mandela at 
the Commonwealth Conference, after 
he dropped in on the Libyan leader en 
route to Edinburgh. 

Yesterday, Dr Jim Swire, spokesman 
for the British relatives, who now sup- 
port a neutral venue, thanked President 


TVlandela for his intervention. Clutch- 
ing a picture of his daughter Flora, who 
died in the explosion. Dr Swire (above) 
accused Britain of “sycophanticalfy 
following the US government in 
demanding that the trial be held m 
Scotland or America. 

Dr Swire reminded those present 
that while the bombing has become an 
international political football it involved 
- - “brutal premeditated murder of 


some of its weapons. heckled and drew 

»2SK*” sSil 

Paisteyand Robert McCartney. reminders of lhe “ n ^ 

h^ve withdrawn from the *«P '« tial for k*d« 
process and are campaigning 
for the Ulster Uniomsts to fol- ^ b^or 

tnw Suit. - 


the “oruuu lucuiounmv— -- 

totally irmocea i people” . It was, he said, 
the famili es’ tragedy, not something for 
politicians and lawyers to play with. 

— Mary Braid 
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The New Tudor Chronograph, 

around £1,000. 
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Gates predicts end of telephone numbers 


Telephone numbers will disap- 
pear in the future, according to 
the Microsoft chairman. Bill 
Gates. 

In his latest syndicated col- 
umn, reproduced at the Mi- 
crosoft Web site, Mr Gates 
spells out his belief that there are 
problems with telephone num- 
bers and e-mail addresses in 


their present form. "Telephone 
numbers wffl disappear”, and 
computer software will take 
over the way people communi- 
cate," he wrote in response to 
a question from someone iden- 
tified only as encounter® 
farpointorg. 

-First you will indicate whom 
you want to contact, selecting 



DAILY PO EM 


The Schoolboy at Home 

by Richard Hill Sandys 

The pony’s lamed, the cat is dead, 

The pigs are in the tulip bed; 

The flue with rubbish has been filled. 

And all my lady's plants are killed; 

A strange wet cur of tow degree 
Is planted on the rich settee, 

The grave mackaw has tost his tail 

And stowfy tears a Brussels veil; 

The pistol’s cleaned with sister’s shawl. 

For midday practice in the hah ; 

And little Jane, so prim and good, 

Js scampering wild about the t 

The maids an whimpering with affright. 

Because a ghost was seen last night ; 

The linen’s burnt, the roller's split. 

The tangled chain won't turn the spit; 

The ale is running all about. 

And in the urn’s a ragged clout; 

And all around, at every pass. 

Is smash and clash and broken glass- 
And hen’s a neighbour come to fret. 

And, mercy! then's a hive upset! 

This week’s poems come from the new. 800-page Penguin Book 
of Victorian Verse, selected and edited by Daniel Karlin ( Allen 
Lane/The Penguin Press, £25). Richard Hill Sandys. a hams- 
ter, published his only volume of verse in 1847. 


from a persuiw* •—* 

a large directory, then you'll 

choose what kind of contact you 

want Software will take care of 
the rest" 

Telephone numbers area t 

a great way to identify people 
- they are “inadequate ad- 
dresses in a wodd explodingwith^ 
communication", he added. 

BA checks 
777 jet fleet 

British Airways has launched a 
series of checks on its fleet of 
giant Boeing 777s after warn- 
ings of a design fault. 

The manufacturer. Gener- 
al Electric, is insisting on 
in«t p<»rTmg the airline’s 30 GE90 
engines after discovering tiny 
cracks on a key part. ' 

The 2mm-wide cracks on the 1 
seals which rotate with the fan 
blades are the latest problem to 
dog production of the jet en- 
gines. Now, after inspecting 
the engines on BA’s 14-strong 
fleet of 777s GE must then 
adapt them to prevent the fault 
reappearing. BA insisted the 
fault did not jeopardise pas- 
senger safety. However, the 
airline was taking no chances. 

Lottery win 

Four ticketholders shared Sat- 
urday’s National Lottery prize 
of more than £8m.The winning 
□umbers were 10, 21. 27, 38, ; 
40. and 44. The bonus was 34. 
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Available in a choice of black or steel bezel, with either a black. wh.te, red. green, 
silver or blue dial with either a leather strap or steel bracelet. Waterproof to fifty 
5 scratchproof glass, with a Swiss made, self-winding mechanical movement. 
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A comprehensive range of Tudor models 


and further information is available from: 
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C.-O-L-D-S-M-IT-H'S 4% WAL-KE R & H ALL 

The first officially appointed Rolex stockists in the UK. 

, , ,1 i—HfUt, okasecall 0S0Q GOLDSMITHS 10800 465 37b) . 

For more mformatton about your local jeweller, please 
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Progressive school faces closure after inspectors call 



Pupil power: Children In the library at Summerhilf, after voting to let in the photographer Photograph: Sunday Telegraph 


Summerhill. the progressive 
Suffolk school where lessons are 
optional and children make the 
rules, has fallen foul of Her 
Majesty’s Inspectors once too 
often. Lucy Word, Education 
Correspondent, says that if it does 
not toe the line it could be forced 
to dose, after 76 years. 


A government threat to dose Summerhill 
school unless it achieves “minimum edu- 
cational standards’* puts at ride alternative 
forms of education, its head teacher said 
yesterday. 

Zoc Readhead, daughter of Summer- 
hill's progressive founder. AS Neil, pledged 
to shut the school heiself rather than com- 
promise her father’s vision of a “free 
school” whose liberal ethos has inspired and 
infuriated educationalists in equal measure. 

Mrs Read head has six months in which 
to convince officials from the Department 


for Education and Employment that her 
school, where some children do not tram 
to read »n»n the age of eight, can sit with- 
in Labour’s uncompromising back-to- 
basics philosophy after inspectors visiting 
for a day last summer found evidence of 
weaknesses in maths and En g lish tea chin g. 

A letter to the head this term from the 
DfEE allows Summerhill until next spring 
to make im provements. If it fails to do so, 
David Blunkett, Secretary of State for Ed- 
ucation, will intervene and the school will 
be served with a Notice of Complaint, 
potentially leading to its removal from the 
department's register of approved inde- 
pendent schools. Without registration, the 
school cannot legally operate. 

out alternative schools such 
as Summerhill could lead to greater hom- 
ogeneity in education, Mrs Readhead 
warned yesterday. “I think if they start with 
Summerhill they will continue ... I am dis- 
appointed that a Labour government seems 
to be miring this line. There are schools run 
on similar lines run all over the world and 


The school, set in a rambling house neaij 
Lest on, Suffolk, has regularly attracted crit-J 
icism from inspectors. A 1994 report by the! 
inspection agency Ofsted noted that stafli 
and pupils’ shared interest in ‘Tmeonven-f 
tional extra-curricular activities” including] 
nude bathing, and contrasted the “smart] 
new animal centre” with the senrffiness oq 
some pupO accommodation. 

Mrs Readhead plans to work with in- 
spectors to seek a compromise, but insists 
that the school's policy of optional lessons 
is non-negotiable.“You can't say to children 
you are free to do what you want but then 
say you have got to be in maths by 9 o'clock 
because I say so.” 

Only a vote by pupils, who meet each 
week to devise and enforce their own school 
rules, or Laws, could change the policy. 

Former pupfl Jason Sykes, 30, at Sum- 
merhill from 1972-S3 and now a chiro- 
practor, strongly defends the quality of his 
education. Most pupQs at the school, which 
last summer achieved 63 good GCSE pass- 
es out of 9S exams taken, go on to further 
education and university, be points out 


Higher standards 
in rural areas 


^ The Government is to extend an 
pilot scheme, aimed at raising 
school standards in the inner 
cities, to some remote rural ar- 
eas. Poverty-stricken country ar- 
eas are to he given extra support 
as “education action zones". 

During the general election 
campaign. Labour promised 
city-based zones which would 
aim to cut truancy, improve dis- 
cipline and achieve greater 
numbers of exam passes. 

Although most people as- 
sume that the worst poverty ex- 
ists in urban areas, some local 
authorities have pointed out 
that there are also many remote 
areas where wages are low, un- 
employment is high and school 
achievement is unsatisfactory. 
These areas struggle with the 
twin problems of low parental 
expectations and high costs 
caused by the need for extra 
transport and smaller schools. 

A source at the Department 
of Education and Employment 
said consultation on its recent 
White Paper had raised the 
issue. 

“I think what we are doing 
is to recognise that the issues 
many urban areas face can ap- 
ply in rural areas as well,” he 
said. 

# Bids will be invited for up to 
25 pilot areas which wQJ receive 
extra support An action forum 
in each zone, which will include 
parents, business people and 
community representatives, will 


set targets for improvement, 
plan reorganisations and even 
propose new schools. It will 
have first call on a range of gov- 
ernment initiatives, such as 
homework centres and special- 
ist schools, and may be able to 
attract extra “advanced skills 
teachers". 

Other extra support might 
include bringing in a head 
teacher from outside the zone 
to give help to one or more of 
the area's schools. 

It is not yet clear how much 
extra cash will be available to the 
action zones, though it is 
thought there might be some 
grants on offer. 

Details will be published in 
the Government's Education 
Bfli, expected to be published 
around the third week in No- 
vember. 

Today, ministers are expect- 
ed to announce concessions on 
another part of the Bill -church 
schools- after meeting religious 
leaders to discuss the issue. 
The bishops had threatened to 
vote down parts of the BOl in the 
House of Lords. 

Changes are expected to in- 
clude a reversal on plans to cut 
numbers of church governors 
and a concession over propos- 
als that 2,700 voluntary con- 
trolled schools should become 
foundation schools - placing 
them in the same categoty as the 
former opted-out schools. 

— Fran Abrahrs 
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Win a set of MGM Westerns 
and a “Magnificent Seven” 
days in Arizona 



The MGM Westerns 
collection includes the 
very best in western 
movie history. 

□forgettable scenes 
jm these classics will 
mpt every western 
□vie buff to own this 
valuable collection; The 
jod. The Bad -and The 
jly; For a Few Dollars 
ore; The. Magnificent 
ven; The Horse 
Idiers; The Alamo; 
tng 'em Hi g h ; How The 
ist Was One; The 
ntuckiaiis; Red Riven 
le Scalphonters; Pal 
irrett and Billy The 
d and “ The Big 


The magnificent seven 
days Tioliday, with. 


Funway HoBdays, will be 
in Scottsdale, Arizona 
“the west’s most western 
town” for 2 adults, 
staying at the Hospitality 
Suite Resort, including a 
weeks car rental and 
ret urn non-stop 

scheduled flights to 
Phoenix. 

Tb enter this competition 
simply dial 0930 567 717, 
answer the following 
question on line leaving 
your name and full 
address : 

In which Californian 
town did Clint Eastwood 
serve as Mayor? 

The holiday is to be taken between 
1 November & 31 December 
(excluding 15- 24 Dec). For a copy of 
Fenway ftohdays IwS USA - Any 
f You Like brochure call 0181 
J -subject lo availability. . 
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Who’s delivered high returns 

and C y charges? 

An open and shut case for Legal & General’s UK Tracker PEP. 


Whose All-Share Index Tracking PEP has produced impressive 
results that have consistently outperformed other PEPs tracking 
this index? Who else could have turned £6,000 into £8,526* in 
just 22 months? Whose PEP offers an investment tracking the 
All-Share Index for no initial charge, no exit charge and an 
annual management charge of only 0.5%? And who else has been 
successfully helping people make the most of their money over 
160 years, managing in excess of £54 billion as at June 1997? 
The answei; of course, is Legal & General. 
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USES OPEN 8am TO 8pm WEEKDAYS and 9am TO 5pm WEEKENDS. PLEASE QUOTE REF: GNB 
For jour pnxtcuon calls will usually be recorded and randomly monitored, hcp-7/www Jesal-and-genemLco.uk 



Legal & 
General 


trust us to deliver 


•Sara 1C EM, ob an sfe to W basedtna!! PEPdmgcs wtt gross income re-towed from 01.11.99 Wnce hunch) to 15.09.07. Past pnfbmnnre ts □« aecess^ a gufcle lo hauie perfwaianee. Frum 0WW.99 B* otdus no longer be ^ to be redataied by tawsona 
hi eauiw baaed utottu^ Bah opted and tome values mayy dproMW-flaa up and you ma? IK« get back rhe amouni mvrsteA agurnpPons we iboreoiacniiy appBcaMcaaEaegubtegtomiuMrvdaMK. Tbcvaluf rfcct icMwiD rfamdon vour ■ntfe-khal ri.r.tonato-^ 
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Bravehearts 
stirred by 
army plan 


The notion of an 
independent Scottish 
army may still terrify the 
English with images of 
lotted warriors in blue 
face paint. But, says Ian 
Burrell, last month’s 
devolution vote has 
prompted a debate on 
the need for Scotland to 
have the means to 
defend its own borders. 


The nearest Scotland current- 
ly has to an independent fight- 
ing force is the 85 -strong private 
anny which swears allegiance to 
the 1 Ith Duke of AthoU and pa- 
rades for tourists outside his 
Highland castle. 

Scots do not feel under mil- 
itary threat and, despite the ef- 
fect of Braveheart in reinforcing 
the warrior tradition in the na- 
tional consciousness, Scottish 
soldiering still means taking 
orders from the Ministry of De- 
fence in Whitehall 

But with last month's em- 
phatic vote for an Edinburgh 
parliament the mood has 
changed. Suddenly there are 
calls for Scotland to have an in- 
dependent fighting force of 
124>00 troops, 30 ships and 100 
aircraft. 

The University of Glasgow 
has drawn up proposals for an 
independent Scottish Defence 
Force to defend borders and 
take part in international peace- 
keeping operations. Contro- 
versially, the author of the paper 
is believed to be a serving Army 
officer writing under the pseu- 
donym, lack Hawthorn. 

The Scottish Anny would 
be primarily made up of those 
soldk^ currently serving with the 
Scottish regiments of the regu- 
lar British Army. 


Controversially, the excep- 
tion would be the Scots Guards 
which would be left as a ‘'qua- 
si-mercenary Scottish regiment 
in the British Anny much along 
the same lines as the Gurkhas.” 
The paper states: “Given the 
popular perception that they 
have somehow become tainted 
by their long association with 
England, this would seem by far 
the best solution." 

The Scottish fleet would in- 
clude four frigates, four sub- 
marines and a dozen patrol 
vessels to protect fishing waters 
and oil installations, which are 
regarded as potential sources of 
conflict or terrorist attack. 

Scotland's nuclear capabili- 
ty should be abandoned, says 
the report as “a hopeless eco- 
nomic burden on such a small 
country". But the paper suggests 
that Scotland should have a Bal- 
listic Missile Force of a dozen 
launchers and SO missiles as a 
non-nuclear strategic deterrent 

Although it is accepted that 
“Scotland is unlikely to have or 
want dependent territories or 
garrisons overseas" it is thought 
its forces could play a valuable 
part in international peace- 
keeping, disaster relief or hu- 
manitarian missions. 

Professor Hew Slrachan, of 
the University’s Scottish Centre 
for War Studies, which com- 
missioned the paper, said Scot- 
land's fighting tradition was 
mainly derived from military 
campaigns since the union with 
England. 

He said: “Before the union 
in 1707, although Scotland pro- 
duced individual warriors of dis- 
tinction, its army was not 
particularly successful, with the 
isolated exception of 
Bannockburn. The Scottish 
anny, when Scotland was a 
recognisable independent state, 
was not a particularly good 
army." 
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Past ways Two woman walk among traditional Mack houses on Eriskay, in the Hebrides, recorded by Werner (testing (below) Photograph: Courtesy, School of Scottish Studies, Edinburg 

Unsung hero of the islands becomes a national treasure 



A 


life on the Hebridean 
island of Eriskay was 
recorded In 1934 by 
Werner Kissling. His 
20-minute film, A Poem 
of Remote lives, is an 
acknowledged 
masterpiece. But who 
was he? Stephen Goodwin 
reports on one man’s 
search for an answer. 




Michael Russell chief executive 
of the Scottish National Party, 
took time out last week from toy- 


ing to conjure victory in the Pais- 
ley by-election for a very unpo- 
litical occasion. While running 
election and referendum cam- 
paigns, Russell has tried to solve 
the enigma of Werner Kissling. 

Kiss Ling’s life journey began 
in 1895 m the luxury of an 18th- 
century castle in Silesia - then 
part of Germany, today in 
Poland - and ended in the 
equivalent of a pauper's grave 
in Dumfries in 1988. Russell’s 
attempt to fill in the interven- 
ing years is published this 
month under the same title as 
Kissling’s film of Eriskay -A 
Poem of Remote Lives. 


The second half of the book 
features evocative photographs 
of islanders, their work and low 
“black bouses” taken by 
Kissling on his Leica HL Bare- 
foot children shoulder wicker 
baskets used for carrying peat, 
women rake hay and card 
fleece, and weathered men cut 
peat and tend the lobster pots. 

Russell, a former television 
producer, places it between 
Robert Flaherty’s dramatised 
Man of Aran and Leni Riefen- 
sthaj’s propagandist Triumph 
of the Will - commissioned by 
.Hitler to glorify the 1934 
Nuremberg rally. “It is Kissling 
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who perfectly captures actual 
life ... does not make it perform 
or parade." says RusselL 

But that was one summer of 
f ilmin g by an amateur ethnolo- 
gist What else was he? On die 
headstone friends had erected 
two years after his death it says 
simply “Soldier Diplomat Schol- 
ar Gentleman". Bom into a 
wealthy brewing family. Kissling 
joined the elite Prussian Guards 
in 1914, transferred to the Navy 
and after the First World War 
joined the diplomatic service of 
the Weimar Republic. 

An aide to Chancellor Gus- 
tav Stresemann at the time of 
Hitlers 1922 Beer Hall Putsch, 
Kissling met and despised the 
Nazis ~ “a load of ignorant 
shits". Why he left the Diplo- 
matic Service is one mystery 
Russell was unable to solve. 

Perhaps resignation was con- 
nected with his homosexuality. 
Russell hints that Kissling dis- 
covered his sexual inclinations 
in the Berlin of the Twenties, but 
he was discreet, or celibate, in 
his later life. There are, though, 
knowing references to the 
“valet" who accompanied 
Kissling on the yacht he char- 
tered for his first visit to Eriskay. 


Private wealth enabled him 
to spend most of the Thirties as 
a “research student" with a flat 
in Cambridge and visits to the 
Outer Hebrides. He also be- 
came a “self-appointed mouth- 
piece” for the Eriskay islanders, 
taking up social problems with 
MPs and ministers. 

But the Second World Wax 
brought leisured scholarship to 
an end. In 1939 he was interned 
in the Tbwer of London and lat- 
er sent to the Isle of Man int- 
ernment camp where he was a 
welfare officer. His brother, 
Georg Conrad, a major in the 
German army, was involved in 
the July Plot to kill Hitler. On 
arrest, Georg was handed his 
revolver and killed himself. 

After the war, Kissling man- 
aged to get Gm of the family 
fortune out of Germany. He 
bought the King Arms Hotel in 
Melrose, which was a comfort- 
able nursing home for his moth- 
er and an agreeable place to 
entertain friends, but a business 
disaster. By 1968 he was broke, 
over 70, and homeless. 

%A Poem of Remote Lives, The 
Enigma of Htmer Kissling, by 
Michael Russell. Published by 
NWR Price £20. 


*>.*— “** < \ Why nsk cheap imitations when *“ 


i » <*hi 


it costs little more to enhance the 


system comes with the latest AJX 
specifications Including high 
performance I66M-2 processor bom 
IBM with MMX' technology, 32Mb RAM, 
fast 43Gb Ultra AIA hard disk, 24 MAX 
CO, 3D Wavetable sound, SIS 4Mb 
advanced graphics. 5I2k burst cache 
and fan multimedia. The system comes 
ccvrrplefe^MkrosoftOffKe97ata 
sensational price of fust £899 +VAT Pay 
under £J09 deposit and nothing more for 
6 months Interest free! 

Fpr even higher specification tabs a look 
at our 200M, 200M-2 and 233M XL 

Interest Free OftkeStatton systems which 
also indude 56k mice modems, video 
conferencing redeve massive 64Mb 
RAM (2QQM-2 & 233M) and more Order 
any of these systems eady and also 


t i 

H&dSF ‘Seel 9? 



OfficeStation97 

166M-2 g 



il 


MMtbpc* 


• WWBKW6BPiocaw«»tMXlBefro»jar 

• 33*350 MM 

• SHgMUGbUkaATAnMAk 
m LaspUAXCOflOMWM 

• ESS 30 ■■ »m**i fttoQ sound 

• SKkpt'ftieMKcaaw 

• SS 6 ^**M»**apftaH«inoWbar**» 
Mil. W>B3 S ttaOHtt cured® 

• StwfaCTgSmnUpo— 

• /rrxcattomr ATX PCS? mett*toaid 

mjausapom 

• Speadi racagrMon ath EM Snfty Speailrx) GOLD 




interest free cmst Interest 

fflfc FREE 

Option 


with ewer 10 tides and IBM roketype 
Simply Speaking COLD (limited offer). AU 
systems are available on 6 months 
Interest Free Credit Option! 


Mtt mtaSuaqfUC PGA Ootf. 71Wr« 

HsspM Conmand S Conanr end Ua^t Capet 2 EB 
+WT = E4SJB prttad co* 32M&330 


• 1^ WGANOJBdpatoaO'WnllS-CSB+VAT- 

fSI.fleendirCnO+VAT -C23733«»frB) 

• HBBmaoaaa87tNR*gatti)rtMdm»ula 

• MMantf(rMo«MgatamW»U«a«(«R>aai. 
aiHifjca.tftt.Ottvitf tt-WWa*. 
AwdMrta. DadpflNbrio. HcmaMaa and enrol 

• M Foam WMwBSiDininuM sea 

lasiwrwa^ MZnioue. 

iihancadijara rt o a aaitei J rindntf pu P jrUyaar 
900 comiM BK>3. 90 ran* tadao m guda. 
iBCwsy 4A Mfawpwt, m «ijr 
guaortH (aKU*o cBitasd nd 12 nonts aanrar 
s»dUak>5y«a 

Pnwtcgda* irwww* «M03a 


am IbMhAM a* 

iara«aa.»«»aia«Hw«d»rfii«ftw 
tM&Xt rrflMNO 


an— 111-7— " 1 ■■ 1 — — 

taM*iKaMawMi«anW9> 

m ai wiTi rt wn mw hiniTiim-rimngiwi rm ‘Vr T 
o'oaaMiiiMi lr 


LefaM^BducaBon Back Option 


E05«S^3W7aWCCtowW^Pl«wra+VST 
.- SetKCaquM PC oAis. 


UAMikaaiW^MiiMnoitnaB 

wa«Riyi|M*iMa>ii«^i> <» 

lu^nuwnniwi xi**^ 1 ** 1 

tus*wiMa=tsr5ifMiCtMta: irouMsr. *?<*■ 
vsirmMS 


37 Time Showrooms 


Telephone Time Now ! 

01282 777 111 


HTllTlE 


Mas U» 0pm Menday - Rfeby Bj0am-7i»pni. SAaday WBrn ■ WDpn. anbp Kttn - 4ja». 

Offer Must End 8th November 


COMPUTER SYSTEMS 


iMdri««-»<iw<aamwB*»w>t9a«^mMMa.Haranu* d <a>aa 
i ttaiwvn'npi 


MWi— aiHWWI m^ ii »»■ 


I'O'-’** lj*r performance of your Nokia mobile 
phone with an original Nokia 
accessory. All accessories all models 


normally despatched within 24 hours. What could be more 
convenient than that? 


ALL ACCESSORIES • ALL MODELS 
NORMALLY DESPATCHED 

WITHIN 24 HOURS 


i ORDER NOW 


WtekOAVS 1.30 - 1.30 


itIKINDS 9.00 - 3.00 


FREEPHONE 0800 0381138 


OWar aaao «c goOt awoOahWin Namt aanwy wWiln 3 woimp days But plaaso 
anw 20 dm lor aaevry. m trias nchiOa w « i7ix. mmmb aawwma Lai 
COMMy Brugg HoA Ewasr. Drvor FX4 SMQ FtooKtarsd m Enparil No. 3390S49 


REF. 1006 


New from America 


Advil 


IB U PROFEN 

Advanced 
medicine for pairr 


Nothing is proven 
to work better for 
headaches. 


Migw^ "Trade ftiarit. Alwav, re*d tbe label. 









art* 9 ® .. ^>8 

it 

r*fi^ 




L'-lrt dc I* 












\ 


7/LEGAL NEWS 


THE INDEPENDENT. 

MONDAY 
27 OCTOBER **>97 


E? 

D 

|0 



a! 


tr €asuri 


How women 
will lose when 
doctors 
get it wrong 


The Lord Chancellor's 
plans to abolish legal aid 
for most civil claims will 
stop deserving cases 
reaching the court, say 
lawyers. Medical 
negfience actions will be 
among the worst hit. 
Michael Streeter and 
Glenda Cooper look at 
opposition to the 
reforms. 


According to the solicitor Sarah 
Harman, the fill] horror of the 
recent cervical smear test scare 
ai a Kern hospital mist would 
never have been uncovered if 
the new legal aid reforms had 
been in operation. 

An internal inquiry pub- 
lished in Februaiy - later de- 
scribed as “economical with 
the truth" - had underestimat- 
ed the number of women in- 
jured and failed to point out that 
five women had died. 

“Matters could have ended 
[thenj had it not been for the 
□umber of cases proceeding 
against the trust with the ben- 
efit of legal aid." said Ms Har- 
man, of the Canterbury-based 
solicitors Harman & Harman. 

The fact that some women 
affected got legal aid not only 
meant they were able to win 
compensation, it also led to an 
independent inquiry, published 
last week, which uncovered the 
scale of the problems at Kent 
and Canterbury hospital. 

“The full extent of the smear 
reporting, the involvement and 
indifference of hospital staff at 
all levels and the number of 
women affected would not have 
been revealed had it not been 
for the existence of legal aid," 
said Ms Hannan. 

She and other lawyers are 
worried that Lord Irvine of 
Lairg's proposals to replace le- 
gal aid with a no-win, no-fee 
conditional system forcivU cas- 
es involving a claim for damages 
will deny access to justice for 
many poorer people. Issues of 
public importance will also go 
untested. Medical negligence 
cases involve expensive prepa- 
ration work - for example med- 


ical reports - before Lhe lawyers 
can assess whether a case is 
winnable or noL. Such up-front 
fees will dissuade victims from 
having even the necessary 
groundwork done - and the case 
will not go ahead. 

Other law firms specialising 
in cases of individuals against 
public bodies such as Lhe police, 
immigration and housing au- 
thorities fear the risk of condi- 
tional fees will drastically 
reduce court actions. 

Louise Christian, of solicitors 
Christian Fletcher, who spe- 
cialise in such cases, said the re- 
forms would force the firm 
away from such work because 
of the risks and high costs. 

“The people who will suffer 
will be clients wishing to claim 
damages from the police, gov- 
ernment or government-related 
authorities and the whole cause 
of accountability and justice. 

The difficulty of such cases 
is that though they may raise is- 
sues of great importance - for 
example ill-treatment of a pris- 
oner in a cell - they may not at- 
tract huge damages, may need 
cosily preparation woik and 
may rely on the evidence of the 
victim only. 

Campaigning bodies such 
as the Legal Action Group ac- 
cept that conditional fees could 
exist as an alternative to legal 
aid - but not as a substitute. 

Roger Smith, director of 
LAG, said: “It simply does not 
make economic sense to target 
a group of the poorest people ... 
for a major cut in compensation. 

The Government’s aim is to 
reduce the £671m legal aid bill 
for civil cases, around £300m of 
which is for damages and mon- 
ey claims, the area under attack. 

Another area of concern for 
opponents of the reforms is 
that, with conditional fees, a los- 
ing plaintiff has to pay for the 
defendant’s costs. One sugges- 
tion is for an insurance system, 
already in use in some person- 
al injury claims, to be extended. 
However, the cost of premiums 
in medical negligence cases 
could run into thousands of 
pounds - costs way beyond the 
means of poorer claimants and 
which neither legal firms nor the 
Government would be clam- 
bering to pay. 
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Tb create wine 
as good as this you 
need a tongue 
like a tuning 
fork. 

Tb enjoy it, all 
you need is a 
corkscrew and 
a friend. 



‘It’s a moral thing. If you 
don’t push, nothing is done’ 


Sian McGregor: Legal aid allowed her to bring her case 


Photograph: Mike Gunnill 


Sian McGregor would never 
have brought her case for med- 
ical negligence and distress 
against Kent and Canterbury 
Hospitals NHS Trust if she had 
not had the option of legal aid; 
“I couldn't have afforded to do 
that. I felt it was morally right 
to sue but i just couldn't have 
stood the anxiety. 

In her 40s and living in Can- 
terbury, she had smears in 
May and November 1993* Oc- 
tober 1995 and May 1996. 
There had been borderline 
changes noted, but otherwise 
she had been given the all- 
clear. In reality she had de- 
veloped two cancerous 
tumours and at one point faced 
having a hysterectomy. 

“They should have referred 
me to a gynaecologist after the 


two smears in 1993 but they 
didn’t," says Sian. “They said 
there were small changes but 
not serious enough for further 
investigation." 

When news began to 
emerge about the problems 
with cervical testing at Kent 
and Canterbury, she says: “I 
was very worried. And I wasn't 
one of those who was recalled 
because as far as they con- 
cerned 1 was already in the sys- 
tem. But if the negative slides 
could be causing problems, 
then what about me, when 1 
had already shown borderline 
problems?" 

It wasn't untQ this year that 
she finally had treatment for 
her problem. She avoided hav- 
ing a hysterectomy but had a 
“loop" where cells are burned 


away under local anaesthetic to 
remove the two tumours. “It’s 
terrible - all you can smell is 
burning flesh." 

She rang a support group, 
which suggested that she get in 
touch with Sarah Harman, a 
Kent solicitor and the sister of 
Harriet Harman, the Secretary 
of State for Social Security, who 
has been co-onlinating claims 
against the hospital. “More 
than anything I wanted a sec- 
ond opinion on what had hap- 
pened to me. I was very, very 
worried. 

“To me it's a moral thing - 
you have got to do something 
rather than talk about iL If you 
don’t push then nothing will get 
changed. But there was no way 
I could have afforded to do it" 
— Qenda Copper 
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All you lovers of the good life, feast your eyes on 
the new Renault Clio Biarritz. A special edition Clio 
that makes driving a pleasure — at a price that will 
keep plenty of other pleasures within reach too. 

From its tilt-and-slide sunroof to its 5-speed 
gearbox, .everything about the new Biarritz spells 
enjoyment. A Philips stereo radio/cassette will set 
HKltfAfTLT y our ears a-glowing, while the body 
FBEtBOTS coloured bumpers and tinted glass 


will have jaws dropping wherever you go. 

.Mind you, the Biarritz is not only fun — ft’s 
sensible too. Sensible enough to feature remote 
control central locking, side impact protection bars, 
front seat belt pretensioners and the option of both 
driver’s and passenger’s airbags, in fact. There’s even 
a computer padlock engine immobiliser to ensure no 
uninvited guest spoils the party. 

But at just £789? on the road for the 3-door version, 


perhaps the most enjoyable thing of all about the 
Renault Clio Biarritz is how little it costs. Especially 
with one year’s free insurance* included, plus the option 
of 0% finance. In fact, with Renault Freeways” available 
too, buying a new Renault has never been so easy. 

For more information and 
details of your nearest Renault 
Dealer, just call 0800 52 51 50. 

You’re in for a treat. RENAULT 
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Not so true blue in Tories’ traditional 




The Winchester by- 

election campaign begun* 
today, with polhng on 20 

November. The contest 

follows a successful court 

challenge by the former 

Tory minister Gerry 

Malone to a two-vote 

defeat in May by the 
Liberal Democrats. But, 
as Fran Abrams discovered, 
voters in this previously 
true-blue Tory heartland 

may not be ready to 

return to the fold just 
yet. 

-The sooner eveiy party breaks 
U n the belter. - remarked Mr 
Wood house in Jane Austen s 
Emma. In Winchester, where 
ihc author is buried, some of the 
voters would probably agree. 
“At last'” begins a idler in 



Divided it sort of 

Winches^ ^ coU |dtake 

p' aceth „^ so,on lT ' 
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the Hampshire Chronicle. The 
local populace simply want the 
sorry saga “over and done 
with," opines another. 

At first glance, this does not 
look like a place in need of such 
excitement. In fact, if a US 


leisure conglomerate were to 
manufacture a "bufld your own 
idyllic slice of historic Middle 
England" kit, it would probably 
be based on Winchester. There 
is a famous public school, Win- 
chester College, a strong army 


connection and simply acres of 
half- timbering. There are a 
couple of bousing estates, but 
comfortingly the tourist maps 
are full of almshouses. 

All this will not necessarily 
work for Gerry Malone: some 


people feel that challenging 
the result just wasn't the s»rt of 
thing a gentleman would do. A 
retired officer type was recent- 
ly heard to remark: “It isn’t on, 
is it? When the umpire gives you 
out, that's it," 


But there is more to Win 
Chester than this. Scratch below 
the surface, locals say, and you 
will find a place far more 
switched on to politics than 
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Treasury ministers were 
in purdah yesterday as 
they put the finishing 

touches to a 
parliamentary statement 
on the European single 
currency. The 
Chancellor's words will 
end weeks of confusion, 
but, Fran Abrams writes, 
they are unlikely to calm 
his critics. 


Just after 330pm today. Gordon < 
Brown will rise to his feet in a 1 
House of Commons. His I 
statement, which is expected to | 
confirm that Britain is unlikely i 
to join a single currency before 
2002, has been well trailed - 
some would say loo well. 

The reaction from some 
other quarters is likely to be al- 
most as predictable. Even in the 
dty, where there has been ner- 
vousness in the pasi few weeks 
over the issue, the announce- 
ment is unlikely t«* cause many 
shock waves. 

Last night Tiny Blair said the 
statement would be “clear, de- 
tailed and definitive." 

“People must know where 
they stand. Our partners in Eu- 
rope musl know where they 
stand and business musl know 
where they stand." he said dur- 
ing a visit with Commonwealth 
leaders to Si Andrews, Scotland. 

People would realise that “a 
few days of bad press is a small 
price to pay" for strength and 
stability. "The policy is right. It 
will be the right policy for 
Britain decided on the nation- 
al interest, decided on eco- 
nomic grounds." the Prime 
Minister made clear.. 


But Opposition politicians ^ 
queued up to knock down to ad- ' 

vance the carefully-worded for- 
mula they expected the 
Chancellor to produce. 

Tory Euro-sccptics, the Utv 
eral Democrat leader and even . 
some Labour MPs were eager 
in explain where Mr Brown was 
going to go wrong. 

Norman Lament, the former 
Chancellor, told Sky News that 
he expected the Mr Brown to 
announce “the people's U- 

ium’\ . 

-What he is going to do is to 
sound Eurosceptical in order to 
pave the way for joining later " 
he said. The Government would 
prepare the ground for joining 
by spending money from Eu- 
rope on a campaign to win 
over public opinion. 

John Redwood, Tory trade 
and industry spokesman, com- 
pared joining a single currency 
to ope ning a joint bank account 
■ with his neighbours. He did not 
, even have a joint account with 
his wife, he said. 

I On BBC Radio 4's The 
World this Weekend, Paddy Ash- 
; down accused both Labour and ■ 

- Tory governments of “vacilla- 
tion, timidity and cowardice" in 
e the face of pressure from the 
i- Murd»x:h press. 
y Bolh Labour and the Tories 
w had their dissenters yesterday, 
r- though. The sceptical Labour 
ih MP. Austin Mitchell, warned 
d. that “radical pro- Europeans” 
■a such as Peter Mandelson might 
ill push Mr Brown to “pul Europe 
id before country, while the pro- 
It European Tory MP Peter Tfem- 
or pie- Morris, was said to be 
m- "considering his position" after 
o- ihc shadow Cabinet promised 
nc in campaign against the single 

currency at the next election. 
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America’s black women march in 
name of history, pride ... and myth 


United: Cheers for a speech at the rally. Marchers said they came to say that they were 
proud to be black women, and were not to be cowed Photographs: AP 


A march and rally of 
black American women 
in Philadelphia this 
weekend defied all 
forecasts to attract a 
cast of stars and a crowd 
of hundreds of 
thousands. 

But why did so many 
make the journey, what 
did they get out of it, and 
why is Winnie Mandela 
still such a heroine to 
black Americans? 

Mary Dejevsky joined 
one of the *Philly > -bound 
buses to find out. 


It was well before daybreak in 
a benighted area of south-east- 
ern Washington, and the tarmac, 
lit only by car and bus head- 
lamps. looked something like a 
sparse African marketplace 
transplanted into the dark and 
damp-cold or the North. 
Women in exotic headgear car- 
rying bundles, coolers and chil- 
dren mingled excitedly with 
others clad in anoraks and 
jeans, and everyone called 
everyone else “sister" as they 
ran the gauntlet of (male) hus- 
tlers brandishing commemora- 
tive T-shirts and badges into the 
gloom. 

With shouted greetings and 
much extravagant kissing, they 
were setting off for the “Million 
Woman March", after the Mil- 
lion Man March of two years 
and nine days before, thaL had 
brought hundreds of thousands 
of black men to Washington at 
the behest of the black Muslim 
leader, Louis Farrakhan. 

The men had marched to 
“atone” for past sins, commit- 
ted especially towards their 
womenfolk. The women who 
turned out this weekend bad 
unity rather than atonement in 
mind. And Louis Fhrrakhan, a 
man whose influence among 
black Americans is still growing, 
had almost nothing to do with 


Squalid, disgusting, toxic. Is this 
the dirtiest city on the planet? 


India was foaming at the 
mouth this month after 
the Queen was quoted 
as saying "Delhi is dirty*'. 
It was all a mistake, 
insisted the Foreign 
Office: all she had said 
was that Islamabad was 
very dean. But as Peter 
Popham reports, Delhi has 
good reason to be 
sensitive on the subject. 


At the state banquet held in her 
honour rwo weeks ago here in 
Delhi, the Queen supposedly 
said to the Prime Minister, In- 
der GujraL “Delhi is a dirty 
city”. Seconding this view, Sir 
David Gore-Booth, the British 
High Commissioner, was re- 
ported to have chipped in, “You 
can even see people relieving 
themselves on the street." 

Delhi was shocked. It is a 
mistake to underestimate the 
delicacy of local sensibilities 
here, and no sooner had word 
of the comments leaked out 


than city politicians were falling 
over one another to condemn 
the royal intervention. Phrases 
like “colonial hangover" were 
thicker in the air than sus- 
pended particulates. “One hun- 
dred per cent lies!" stormed 
Sahib Singh Verma, the city's 
chief minister. 

It wasn't entirely surprising 
when on 22 October the British 
Foreign Office issued a state- 
ment denying the Queen had 
called Delhi dirty. She had 
merely said Islamabad, the Pak- 
istani capita], barely 35 years old, 
which she had visited the pre- 
vious week, was “very clean” It 
was left to Delhi's politicians and 
journalists to draw the unflat- 
tering inference. 

Visiting dignitaries aren't 
supposed to notice these things. 
In Delhi they are aided by the 
feet that they are mostly con- 
fined within New Delhi, large- 
ly unchanged since Lutyens' 
day. It is stili an area of wide 
boulevards, tree-lined avenues 
and great grassy spaces. The 
trees, planted 60 years ago. 
have mostly prospered, so that 
seen from the air it looks less 
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like a city than a forest with the 
odd building in it. Through the 
windows of an air-conditioned 
limousine it looks as if India has 
made a pretty good job of lend- 
ing its British legacy. 

Had the Queen strayed a few 
hundred yards from the official 
itincraiy, however, she would 
have discovered that “dirty" is 
far too mild a word to describe 
the Indian capital. “Squalid", 
“disgusting", “toxic" - these 
are closer to the mark. Delhi is 
one of the filthiest cities on the 
planet. 

How has this been allowed 
to happen? A visit to the Ya- 
muna River, just downstream of 
the Mahatma Gandhi memor- 
ial where the Queen laid a 
wreath, explains a lot The Ya- 
muna is Delhi's only source of 
fresh water, but by tbe time it 
reaches the capital it is already 
badly contaminated by factory 
waste. Passing through the city, 
it receives an input of some 630 
million litres of untreated 
sewage per day. so that except 
during the monsoon, the river's 
flow consists solely of industri- 
al effluent and sewage. Yet in 
this river, on the banks of which 
the residents of the nearby 
slums line up to defecate each 
morning, laundries do their 
washing. 

Stepping carefully inland, 
one soon discovers why nearly 
one third of Delhi's sewage is 
untreated: nearly 40 per cent of 
the city’s 1 1 million people live 
in shanty slums like this one, 
plagued by flies and mosquitoes, 
lacking drains and running wa- 
ter, surrounded by their own ac- 
cumulating rubbish and 
excrement. Half a million peo- 
ple migrate to the city evety 
year, and many end up in vile 
places like this. Once such a 
slum gets a foothold on a river 
bank or a patch of parkland or 
behind some important organ- 
isation (the World Health Or- 
ganisation's building has a 
choice specimen), it slays put 
politicians guarantee its survival 
in return for voles. 

. ‘ Urban India's problems are 
the problems of poverty, exac- 
erbated by corrupt and incom- 


petent politicians. Fiddle your 
way through the slum and you 
arrive at the main road, where 
the reason for tbe haze that 
drapes the- city during the dry 
winter months becomes plain: 
Delhi's traffic is dominated by 
heavily-polluting lorries and 
buses - the sulphur level of the 
diesel fuel they use is a hundred 
times that permitted in Eu- 
rope - and two-stroke scooters 
and auto-rickshaws running on 
cheap, adulterated petrol which 
cough out 70 per cent of the 
city's hydrocarbons. 

Delhi's rulers have been dis- 
cussing building a mass rapid ; 
transport system for the capital 
for 15 years or more until Dei- 
hi-ites have become complete- 
ly bored with the subject. 
Japanese foreign aid stands 
ready to pay two thirds of the 
cost, yet still nothing happens. 
In the meantime, the only city- 
wide mode of public transport 
are the dirty and dangerous bus- 
es. Inevitably, car use among the 
increasingly affluent middle 
class is exploding. 

Amid the enshrouding 
murk, there are glimmers of 
awareness among the citizens. 
One co mmuni ty ini dative shows 
how much can be done. Delhi 
produces 7,000 tonnes of rub- 
bish per day, 40 per cent of 
which is not removed. But Pro- 
fessor Iqbal Malik, a social sci- 
entist, has started a scheme for 
the rational collection and dis- 
posal of the city’s rubbish, or- 
ganised in neighbourhoods and 
involving armies of rag pickers; 
one quarter of the city’s popu- 
lation, she claims, is now signed 
up to it 

But there is less that re- 
sponsible citizens can do about 
the ganda nullah (dirty drain) 
that the holy Yamuna has be- ' 
come, or the toxic air. With the 
population expected to top 20 
million by 2010, any hope for 
Delhi's redemption would ap- 
pear wildly unreasonable. So if 
Indian politicians want their 
distinguished guests to say nice 
things about the capital, they had 
better set about building a cute 
little new one. Something like 
Islamabad should do the trick. 
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Sisterhood: The MiSon Women March makes its way along 
Benjamin Franklin Parkway, Philadelphia 


it. He had lent belated moral 
support, and his wife was one 
of a dozen or so speakers. But 
it was not his occasion. 

This was a rally that prided 
itself on having started from the 
grassroots and being inclusive. 
Its two leading lights - Ptaile 
Chionesu and Asia Coney -who 
are prominent in the Philadel- 
phia black community but not 
further afield, had declined 
help from established civil rights 
campaigners. They had barely 
been able to raise tbe $10,000 
(£6,250) deposit required by the 
dty of Philadelphia. 

But the Million Woman 
March grew, as one black 
columnist put it, from a “whis- 
per into a near-joke that gath- 
ered enough steam to sound like 
a heartfelt hallelujah". So that 


even if it did not hit the 1.3 mil- 
lion participants boasted from 
tbe platform, or even the mil- 
lion of its title, it came much 
closer than anyone involved 
had dared hope. 

The police, discreetly present 
on the sidelines, had dearly not 
anticipated such numbers; 
neither bad the food vendors 
who were overwhelmed by 
queues and ran out of hotdogs. 

The “affirmation of sister- 
hood in the dty of brotherly 
love" - as one banner pul it - 
had caught the mood of many 
black women. “I came to say 
that I'm a black woman and 
proud to be one,” said a woman 
in ber twenties in an elegant 
business suit There were Bap- 
tists and fundamentalist Chris- 
tians. Our bus was “blessed” by ■ 


Sister Cherry, dressed in blue 
denim from head to toe. who 
asked everyone to hold hands, 
chanted the 34th psalm, prayed 
for a safe journey and led the 
party in some sleepy renditions 
of gospel hymns. 

The express purpose of the 
rally - to unite America's black 
women - might have been 
nebulous, but individually, 
everyone knew why she was 
there. It had very little lo do with 
so-called community leaders, 
whether Farrakhan or anyone 
else, and a great deal to do with 
being black and wonting to say 
so loud and clear, and not to 
be cowed. 

“I wanted to be part of it. 
And I wanted my daughter to 
come, it's ber future - and my 
mother's here, too." were sen- 
timents frequently heard. “It's 
time we stood up for ourselves, 
what we’ve done and what we 
can do." 

The religiously-inclined 
spoke about a “blessed occa- 
sion"; the more secular-mind- 
ed about self-reliance, 
entrepreneurship, not being 
put down - and history. 

Behind the generality of 
uniting for a belter future, how- 
ever, the prevailing idea behind 
the rally was that of a nebulous 
African heritage - an all-em- 
bracing myth Lhat a section of 
black America has constructed 
for itself out of an amalgam of 
Alex Haley's Roots, folk mem- 
ories of slavery and nostalgia for 
southern rural living that con- 
trasts with the urban reality of 
their daily lives and offers pride, 
power, identity and social 
cohesion. 

This is a construct that can 
accommodate brands of Chris- 
tian fundamentalism and Islam, 
private enterprise and calls for 
more state help, separate black 
schools and the preservation of 
ethnic quotas in education and 
jobs; more female assertive- 
ness and keeping the family to- 
gether - all subsumed in the 
vague idea of blackness and 
“Africa”. 


The idea preaches tolerance 
while accommodating contro- 
versy in acute and highly divi- 
sive forms." The rap singer 
Sister Souljah. who incurred 
President Bill Clinton's wrath 
last year for appearing to ad- 
vocate racial violence in some 
of her lyrics, told girls, in coarse 
language that drew gasps, to 
stop thinking of themselves as 
sex objects and develop their 
brains. 

Congresswomen Maxine 
Waters, from California, ex- 
pounded on the theory - re- 
peatedly denied but widely 
accepted among blacks - that 
the CIA started the crack co- 
caine epidemic in Los Angeles 
with the dual aim of raising 
money for covert military op- 
erations and undermining the 
black family. 

It fell to Ms Waters to in- 
troduce Winnie Mandela - an 
icon for rally participants who 
were universally “surprised and 
flattered" by her presence - as 
the “mother of a nation and 
mother of us all" whose only re- 
maining ambition was to have 
a monument built to “all the 
children who died in South 
Africa's revolution". 

For those who wanted to 
hear, this was the only allusion, 
heavily veiled, to the accusations 
of child murder hanging over 
Winnie Mandela. In black 
America, her image has been 
frozen at the moment apartheid 
fell. She is Earth Mother and 
victorious black freedom fight- 
er. There is no defence of any 
“revolutionary" morality to ex- 
plain other aspects of her con- 
duct. Such is the desire among 
black American women for a 
heroine Lhat few know or be- 
lieve anything else. 

On Saturday evening, in the 
perishing cold and damp of 
Philadelphia, her primal Scream •' 
of “Freedom” was reciprocated 
by a rapturous crowd. Shrewdly, 
however, she kept out of con- 
troversy, preferring to talk not 
of revolution, but of past suf- 
fering shared. 




Want 

a mortgage 
rate that 
won’t go up? 

We’ll fix it 
for you. 

(At 7.19% APR 7.5% until October 2002 to be precise.) 


Looking for a mortgage rate that won’t start spiralling upwards 
the moment you get it? Who can blame you. With four rate rises in as 
| many months it’s easy to start worrying about repayments. 

Ijm That's why we’ve introduced a mortgage rate that’s firmly fixed at 

wUn 7.19% (APR 7.5% ) until 31st October, 2002. It’ll give you peace of mind, 
■Mag whatever you get up to. 

5 yean, 

category. For more details, call TSB PhoneBank, or visit any TSB branch. 


0500 758 OOO 



Winner over 5 years. 
National Banks category. 


Call TSB PhoneBank free 
quoting ref 1NI1 


Mortgages 


We wa nt you 
to say 


Typical ecmiFfe. hteresl any mortgage ol £40000 repayable after 26 yeere 10 finance £ 60.000 house purchase. 300 immtMy paynxvan of £ 212.71 kernel rate of 719% 
(AgR^SJh) is fixed until 81 October 2002 and will then become variable. Total amount payable £112,634. Available ter /nonages ot £15.001 or more. There 
is an early redemption fee equal to one month’s mwrarrt (a* each outstanding year or pan year remaining until 31 OclPbet 2002. sublet u> a minimum of 3 months 
Assumptions; fa) assume that £30.000 ot the mortgage (or house purchase m eligible for tax n*ef ru IS* <b] aoeiimert no change lo I he vneiesl rale during or el the 
and of l ho thud rale panod shown above, [oj includes typical legal loeof £141 and on arrangomant fee of £299. Aar^jiuneni/tuuugnoiien ol a suitable Ida polKylo the 
Bonit may be tequnte. App Beams must be aged I a or over and a TSB amort account (a requited. Written quotations araibbk* on request . AH loans subject lo statue. 
TSB Bank pic. Registered Office: 71 Lombard Street. London EC3P 38S. Registered in England d Wales' Number 10892GB. TSB Bank Scotland pit. Henry 
Duncan House. 120 George Street, Edinburgh EH2 4LH Pegraleiod m Scotland' Number 9B237. TSB Bank pfc and TSB Banl Scotland pit (regulated by 
SFAI are appointed representatives of Ihe TSB Marketing Group which in regulated by the Personal Investment Author. ly only for TSB Irfu insurance, pensions, 
unit truataand offshore inveaunema- Advice and recommendations rotate only lo the investment of'tho TSB Marketing Group. Noi available in the Channel Islands 


YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 
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Greeks furious as 
UK woos Ankara 


EU governments are 
struggling to prevent the 
23-year-old conflict 
between Turkey and 
Cyprus from wrecking 
plans to expand the bloc, 
reports Kothcrinc Butler in 

Mondoff-les-Bains, 

Luxembourg 


Divisions over the status of 
Turkey are threatening to come 
to a head during the British EU 
presidency, following Britain's 
announcement at the weekend 
that it wants to invite Ankara to 
the opening bv the Queen of a 
pan-European “enlargement 
conference" in London in 

February- 

High-level EU talks with 
Ankara are to be launched ur- 
gently to avert a crisis triggered 
by Greek anger at the prospect 
of Turkey's inclusion in any en- 
largement structure, however 
symbolic The latest row follows 
directly from the decision to put 
Cyprus on a shortlist of six ap- 
plicants with whom membership 
talks will open in March. 

EU foreign ministers meet- 
ing in Luxembourg at the week- 
end gave qualified backing to a 
selective enlargement strategy 
wherebv five of the most de- 


veloped former Soviet bloc 
countries (Poland, the Czech 
Republic, Hungary, Estonia 
and Slovenia), ami also Cyprus, 
would be invited to become the 
first wave of new member 
states. But the approach has 
sharpened the dilemma over 
Turkey, which has been press- 
ing for membership since 1963. 

Ankara fears Cypriot ad- 
mission to the EU wiB lessen its 
chances and is threatening to 
veto peace talks od the divided 
island if the EU opens negoti- 
ations with the Greek Cypriot 
authorities alone. 

Britain's push to acknowl- 
edge Turkey’s membership of 
“Europe’s famfly” by granting 
Ankara a place in the standing 
conference designed to pro- 
mote links with all EU hopefuls 
has exposed the divisions. 

Greek minister Theodoras 
ftngatos raised the states at the 
Mondorf meeting by warning 
that Athens would veto Turku’s 
inclusion because of its bel- 
ligerence on Cyprus and its 
record on human rights. 

British Europe minister, 
Doug Henderson, said it was im- 
perative to draw Ankara into' 
the “European home”. Greece, 
he said, had to accept the 
changes happening in Europe 
and must “modernise its rela- 
tionship with turkey”. 



Libyan ‘attack* on Italy 
was US scare tactic 


Mbit Kalians can remember the 
frisson of panic they felt when, 
sifter the US bombing raids on 
Ubya U years ago, two retaliatory 
missiles were reported to have 
landed off the island of 
Lanpedusa, near Skify. For a few 
hours the Mediterranean 
appeared to be on the brink of 
wsur. .Bt^gipre there really any 
Ln^an m^s 3 es, or was It all 

Aidnew 

Gdff^ rqports on a new mystery. 


Algeria’s election results beggar belief 


“The people have spokea,” the 
dictatorial old FLN newspaper 
Ai-Moudjahid told its fairtifiii 
few readers yesterday.. Alas, 
last week’s local election results 
in Algeria suggest that the peo- 
ple’s voice was distorted beyond 
recognition to produce a fraud- 
ulent victory for the two pro- 
government parties, the new 
Rassemblcment National De- 
mocrat (RND) of president 
i .famine Zeroual and the cor- 
rupt and decidedly senile Na-. 
tional liberation Front (FLN). 
Computerised results showed 


that ah incredible - a truly un- 
believable - 70 per cent of Al- 
gerians voted for these parties. 

“It is not logical and it is not 
possible,” Said Saadi, leader of 
the secular Rassemblement 
Pour la Chfture et la Democratic 
(RCD), announced at the week- 
end; and not without reason. 
Street protests by RCD sup- 
porters were suppressed by the 
police on Friday; a call for 
thousands to join further 
demonstrations in the centre of 
Algiers today - “we shall turn 
Algiers into Belgrade,” an RCD 


official promised - is likely to 
meet the same fate. 

Opposition parties have de- 
manded the cancellation of last 
week's results- an idea that will 
not commend itself to the gen- 
erals who control the govern- 
ment. Electoral fraud was not 
only, widespread but provable. 
In the Mouradia suburb of Al- 
giers, for example, Zeroual’s 
party will hold seven of the 11 
local council seats, even though 
the RCD won 1,674 votes 
against the president's L262. 

— : Robert Fisk, Algiers 


What the islanders of Lampedusa re- 
member from the afternoon of 15 April 
1986, was a sudden double bang. In the 
frenay of the moment, ft was reported that 
two Scud missiles bad been fired from 
Libyan soil and landed just a few hundred 
yards short of & US military radio installa- 
tion stationed on the islaindL 

A local fisherman, Oreste Sanguedolce, 
told several news repor t er s at the time how 
he had heard “an infernal crash” while out 
fishing and saw an enormous column of 
water. Seme small fragments of what were 
supposed to be the Scuds were later 
recovered and put on display in the Hotel 
Lido Azzurro as a souvenir. 

But something about the story did not 
riqgtrue,andncwtheMBannew!p{perGcv‘- 
racredeflfl5^hffiameupwifficons>dling 
evidence that the nussQes never existed. Car- 
rier ^ s investigative reporter, Andrea Pur- 




| Kenya battles 
I to repair 
1 flood damage 


Italians take to high life 
without border controls 
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People on Kenya’s Indian 
Ocean coast yesterday enjoyed 
their first respite from a week 
of torrential rains during which 
fells of more than 500mm (20 
inches) caused damage esti- 
mated at millions of dollars. 

• A return of sunny weather 
enabled road maintenance 
gangs to restore some of the 
communication links which bad 
been cut by broken bridges 
and washed-away roads and 
railway lines around Mombasa 

Twenty-five people died in 
the floods. The main waier sup- 
ply pipe to Mombasa was cut 
when an earth embankment 
was washed away and thou- 
sands of bouses over a wide area 
were either destroyed or dam- 
aged. 

The floods and landslides af- 
fected an area which had al- 
ready been hit by a wave of 
violence directed against Ken- 
yans originally from inland ar- 
eas. Thousands of people fled 
from their homes after a series 
of attacks by armed gangs which 
began in August, leaving more 
than 60 dead. 

“It has been a truly annus 
horribilis for Kenya’s coast re- 
gion," the Sunday Nation com- 
mented in an editorial. 

Meteorologists said the tains 
were a result of El Nino climatic 
warming, and warned that more 
heavy rains could be expected 
in the coming weeks. 

— Reuters 


Italy yesterday lifted all border restrictions on airime passengers 
travelling to and from France, Germany, Spain. Portugal and 
the Benelux countries. Travellers for these destinations were 
shepherded through domestic rather than international ter- 
minals and made to stop only for security and a celebratory 
drink while their passports remained firmly in their pockets. 

The countries in question are all signatories of the Schen- 
gen Accord, whereby they have agreed to abolish internal bor- 
ders by n «*t March in exchange for tightening immigration 
controls from other countries. Yesterday’s unilateral gesture 
was largely crowd-pleasing propaganda since Italy has yet to 
fulfil the conditions enabling it to become a foil member of 
the dub. 

— Andrew GumbeJ, Rome 
Leading article, page M 


Colombia poll threats 


Colombians braved the threat of bombs and bullets to vote 
in local polls yesterday as Marxist rebels pressed ahead with 
their bloody campaign of election sabotage. The authorities 
predicted abstention levels as high as 70 per cent, especially 
outside cities where the guerrillas paralysed most roads, warned 
voters to stay at borne and declared election officials to be mfl- 
itaiy targets. 

In Argentina, President Carlos Menem’s Peronist Party, 
credited with reversing economic decline, faced losing its con- 
gressional majority in mid-term elections. Polls indicate that 
a new centre-left coalition, the Alliance, stands to benefit from 
desire for progress on social issues. — Reuters, Bogota 


Chechens fight tapeworms 


The government of Chechenya believes it is winning the bat- 
tle against a tapeworm outbreak. Itar-Tkss news agency said 
yesterday. Thss quoted the Chechen Deputy Prime Minister, 
Islam Khalimcrv, as saying special medical units were still woric- 
ing in the worst-hit regions but the problem was being brought 
under control Agencies had quoted him as saying the para- 
sites could have been caused by the rotting corpses of Russ- 
ian soldiers killed in a war for independence which ended last 
^ Car " - Reuters, Moscow 
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Now's your best chance to a proper server- and redly 

raise your game. While supplies last, HP are offering at least 
a £1 70 saving on E-series NetServers tor small workgroups, so 
fora limited time you can get a server tor less than the price of 
many PCs! Whatfs more it'll really give your computer set-rs> 
some extra spine. HP’s team of experts are always cm the ball 
to advise yon through HP’s ‘Support Anywhere’ resource. 


There's m aximu m reliability with HP’s Automatic Server 
Restart built in, and HP AutoAfert means your reseller can 
fix most problems on-line without you even r ea l i sing 
something’s 15 ). So you don’t jist get a server; you get the 
finest networking managemen t team in the business. If you 
want to get your business promoted to a premier network, 
grab the opportunity now. {THE PROMISE MADE GOoriJ 


To place your order contact? Solution Point 0646 007007 Fill 0171 432 3281 
CBS Computers limited 01606 460300 Micro Systems Corporation 0161 237 9000 
Eurodala Systems limited 0500 549291 CAE Office Systems 01923 210923 
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“Is there a major 
Internet provider that wasn’t 
bom in the USA?” 


With most internet providers, talking about football or fags can cause serious 

misunderstandings. Being based in the States means that trier rh* ^ 

British information and Internet ser^ce «hich focuses on Brfc h i!Iterests and ^ 

Try LineOne and the Internet FREE. Call Afift A -l-i-4 


It’s what you want to know 
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10 the Gaddafi resme^d 

S reacted coolly to the US bombing raids 
on Tripoli and Benghazi. According to Mr 
sources, the Arnencanst^y 
have wanted to scare the Italians into mod- 
erating their pro-Libyan diplomacy. 

And what about those baogs? These 
amid have simply been sonic booms pro- 
duced by US fighters overflying the area; 
indeed, the mayor of Lampedusa. Alessan- 
dro Frangapane, had been told not to be 
alarmed if he heard such noises. 


■t.' 

r 

f '^ r " . 

! » : 
; '■ ■* 


. 1 




£ 




fir 


Bt- 








m 


fe-'-- 






















Russia's 
intellectuals 
come out of 
the big sleep 


:o 


iff) life 

ontrols 
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: j Isaiah Berlin once 
* described the 

intelligentsia as arguably 
Russia's greatest 
contribution to world 
civilization. No more. 

Demoralised by 
broken dreams and the 
economic struggle to 
survive, the intellectuals 
have gone into 
hibernation. 

Now, as Phil Reeves 
reports, a move Is afoot 
to shake them awake. 


Nearly 70 years ago, during 
Stalin's first Frve Year Plan, a 
handful of his toadies organised 
to production of Hamlet. Far 
from being an abused (if 
flawed) tragic hero, the Danish 
prince was played as a fat 
ditherer. The “to be or not to 
be" soliloquy was delivered half 
drunk in a bar. The aim was to 
satirise Russia's pre-revolu- 
tionary intelligentsia. 

One particularly sycophan- 
tic critic proclaimed the play’s 
true hero to be Fortinbras, the 
patriotic commander left in 
charge at the final curtain. It 
was. of course, utterly obscene, 
given the slaughter and im- 
prisonment that Stalin inflic ted 
on the intellectuals who dared 
jo question his regime, 
ft Yet today, it is closer to the 
park. Russia's intelligentsia 
,has withdrawn from the public 
^tage. and is brooding in the 
, wings, dithering and fretting 
lover its role and destiny. 

? I Such is the hush that has now 

j fallen that moves are under way 
I in Moscow to organise the 
! largest gathering of the intelli- 
; gentsia since the end of pere-. 

• stroika - a congress of nearly 
. 1,000 people to be held in De- 
f cember. 

It will “help define the na- 
tional idea, to set up a constant 
dialogue between authority and 
tosociety", said its chairman, 
Sergei Filatov, a former head 
of Boris Yeltsin’s administra- 
tion. 

How different it all was just 
a decade ago. The intelligentsia 
- a word first coined in tsarist 
Russia - was the driving force 
behind perestroika, a seething 
font of hugely diverse opinion, 
united In the belief that the re- 
pressive state must be reformed. 
They shaped the entire world’s 
perception of Soviet politics, 
conversing with Wtestem jour- 
^.paiists for hours around the 
•kitchen table, the traditional fey 
rum for dissenting discussion. 

The era became a landmark 
in the return of a sizable edu-. . 
ca ted class to the heart of Russ- 
ian life after Stalinism. In 1959, 
only 36 per cent of the popula- 
tion aged 10 and over had sec- 
ondary education; by 1986, that 
figure had swelled to 70 per 
cent 

Khrushchev and Brezhnev - 
though scarcely standard bear- 
ers for freedom - oversaw the 
evolution of a section of the 
population with western levels 
of education. By the mid- 1 980s, 
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British Gas Trading Limited, 
Revision of Gas Prices. 

British Gas Trading Limited hereby 
gives notice that the charge rates of 
Direct Pay, OptionPay and Standard 
Credit will be revised from 12th 
January 1998. Information will be 
included with bills sent out between 
October and December. The full 
details are shown in the Schedule of 
Charges, copies of which are available 
oh request from 0500 800 400. 
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there were some 500,000 peo- 
ple with doctorates or post-doc- 
torates. and a further 200,000 
working in journalism, the arts 
and academia. 

True, almost all depended cm 
the grace and favours of the 
state, a condition which in- 
fused their relationship with the 
Soviet system with ambiguity. 
But some, at least, had the 
. guts to resist. 

It was the intelligentsia that 
forced the publication of 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn’s anti- 
Stalinist classic, the G ulog Arch- 
ipelago. And it was the 
intelligentsia that set the stage 
for the extraordinary televised 
First Congress of People’s 
Deputies in 1989, in which the 
Soviet Union watched in as- 
tonishment as one voice after 
another was raised against the 
system. 

To the fore was the heroic 
dissident physicist Andrei 
Sakharov, calling for the re- 
voking of Article Six in the So- 
viet constitution, the clause 
which proclaimed the Com- 
munist Party as the “leading and 
guiding force of Soviet society”. 
That idealism and energy has 
now disappeared. 

Few Russians in Boris 
Yeltsin's Russia pay any heed to 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn’s 
gloomy warnings of cultural 
decline; (his announcement last 
week that he is to award an an- 
nual Russian literary prize in- 
spired little interest here). The 
“thick journals" are no longer 
required reading; kitchen table 
debates are less about political 
theory than crime. 

“We are in a period of po- 
litical tiredness," said Yegor 
Yakovlev, who edited the ad- 
mired Moscow News during 
perestroika. “We have also lost 
prestigious people with au- 
thority; Sakharov’s place is va- 
cant-" 

Evidence of that was glar- 
ingly apparent during the 
Chechen war. Although one hu- 
man rights activist, Sergej Ko- 
valyov, heroically opposed the 
slaughter, the liberal intelli- 
gentsia foiled as the nation’s 
moral conscience. It has been 
grappling with its shame and dis- 
fljusionraent ever since. 

Those who did speak out dis- 
covered that they made no im- 
pact ■ on the Yeltsin 
administration. "There was a 
deep conviction that as soon as 
we wrote about the atrocities, 
they would stop, but they 
didn’t," recalls Masha Gessen, 
author of a book on the intel- 
ligentsia called Dead Again. 
“Absolutely nothing happened." 

Since the end of the war last 
year, the situation haspalpably 
worsened. The mass media 
have increasingly been bought 
up by banks and big business 
close to the government, with 
a strong interest in preserving 
the status quo. 

“The media is in a post-lib- 
eral phase in which they are 
owned by people who are not 
interested in what the intelli- 
gentsia has to say. It is sick of 
them," said Ms Gessen. 

Moreover, the intelligentsia 
- always a very loose teno- has 
fragmented. Opportunists who 
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Mind games: Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn, left, no 
longer holds sway over 
Russia’s liberal elite but 
the search to find a new 
hero to pick up Andrei 
Sakharov’s mantle goes on. 
In December, the country’s 
intellige n t s ia will meet at a 
conference organised by 
Sergei Filatov, above 


posed as liberals during pere- 
stroika drifted away to more 
conservative waters, matching 
a similar swung in the national 
mood. 

Others have gone into busi- 
ness, and others are simply en- 
gaged in the struggle to survive. 


Examples abound of formerly 
state-supported artists, writers, 
doctors, scientists and acade- 
mics trying to exist on pittance 
salaries, or driving taxis. 

And, although Russia is nei- 
ther democratic nor entirely 
free, the absence of crude re- 


pression coupled with Boris 
Yeltsin’s liberal rhetoric have 
deprived the intelligentsia of a 
clear-cut cause. The President 
- long derided by the intelli- 
gentsia as a roughneck con- 
struction worker - has stolen 
some of their territory. 


Sergei Filatov, chair of the 
Congress, hopes to restore (he 
intelligentsia voice. The idea - 
put forward by a group of writ- 
ers, journalists and scientists - 
is to bring together intellectu- 
als from across the spectrum, 
from Slavophile nationalists to 


westernise rs, to form an intel- 
lectual movement which will 
constantly monitor- Russia’s 
government He wants a “broad 
discussion" that will help the 
Yeltsin government “make 
fewer mistakes". 

Whether this will galvanise 


Russia's intelligentsia into life 
remains to be seen, but scepti- 
cism is already emerging. Mr 
Yakovlev has pronounced him- 
self “deeply indifferent" to the 
idea. And Boris Yeltsin's record 
as a listener is patchy, to say the 
least. 
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Jeans that just walk 
out of the shop 



After decades of 

dominance in the jeans 

industry, Levft is being 

challenged as the must- 
have label by G-Star, 
Cut, quality, fit, good 

value and a revived look 
called ‘selvage* are 
behind the young 
contender’s success, 
writes Damian Foxe. 


When Bob Haas, the head of frc 
Levi’s and one of the last re- kx 
maining members oF the orig- us 
inal Levi family, visited of 

T^nerican Classics in the Kings je; 

Road recently, he must 
have realised that all was 
not well on the designer 
denim from. As usual, a 
madding crowd of Japan- 
ese enthusiasts were 
clamouring about the 
shelves, eager to wrestle 
ihe latest wares from the 
unsuspecting hands of 
Britain's rapidly spi- 
ralling number of denim 
devotees but, unfortu- 
nately for Haas at least, 
the hippest, most hap- 
pening and fastest selling 
denim label was no 
longer hanging on the 
Levi’s ra£L 

The culprit is G-Star, 
denim's star of the mo- 
ment and one of the 
fastest moving lifestyle 
labels in London. “It's 
amazing," admits Amer- 
ican Classics’ owner Ca- 
van Cooper, who has 
navigated the world’s 
rapidly shifting cult den- 
im market for more than 30 
years. “G-Star was started only 
six years ago and already it 
looks set to blow every other 
competitor, including Lews, 
out of the water. 

“We started stocking them 
less than a year ago,” explains 
Adam Cooper, manager of the 
Covent Garden branch, “and al- 
ready they are our number-one- 

selling label, particularly 
amongst those who want cult 
denim styles.” 

Based on 40s and 50s vintage 

denim patterns, the Amster- 
dam-based G-Star label com- 
prises 22 different styles in 18 
different washes, with prices 
ranging from £47.50 for the 
classic five-pocket style (think 
traditional 501s) to £89.50 for 
their exclusive Japanese “sel- 
vage” denim option (Levi's 
charges a whopping £180 for its 
nearest equivalent). 


To the unini tiated, selvage is 
the technical term for the side- 
edge of a piece of fabric. Orig- 
inally, all derrim was woven on 
29-inch looms. Tb save mater- 
ial, the jeans were cut right to 
the edge of the fabric resulting 
in the selvage, which, was 
marked by a different coloured 
thread, appearing along the 
outside seam of every pair of 
jeans. 

In 1983, Cone Mills, main 
supplier of denim to Levi’s, 
changed its denim production 
from 29-inch looms to 61-mch 
looms, causing the discontinued 
use and ultimate disappearance 
of the selvage in denim. Other 
jeans manufacturers followed 


this trend. Most of the original 
looms were snapped up by for- 
ward thinking Japanese in- 
vestors (although a few remain 

in Levi’s possession) who now 

seH highly sought-after selvage 
denim back to American jeans 
manufacturers at a huge pre- 
mium. That’s fashion for you. 

“It’s a combination of this 
dedication to producing really 
credible denim and competitive 
pricing that sets them apart,” 
says Cavan who, during a life- 
time which he has devoted to 
the sale of authentic jeans, ad- 
mits having never seen anything 

like their recent success. 

“I used to exclusively wear 
Levi's,” says Simon Horrocks, 
who works at American Clas- 
sics’ Covent Garden branch, 
-but in the last year I’ve bought 
two pairs of G-Star jeans. 
They're the genuine article. 
The detailing is really well 
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done. And you can teE by the 

way they’re made that the pco- ,. 

pie who design them know 
what they arctaBring about and 
have a real interest in an then- ~ 
titity and the garment’s origt • 
nal heritage.” 

“They’re making; the kind of 
jeans that Levi's should be 
making,” adds Maris, Simon’s 
brother, “and what’s more 
they’re selling them at exactly 
the right price,” 

So who exactly is buying G- 
Star? Everyone, apparently, as 
fax as the Essex mum looking 
for fashion’s current favourite, 
indigo j eans, for her little Gaz- 
za’s next birthday. G -Stax’s ap- 
peal is global People like the 
idea of buying cult 
denim like Evisu, or 

rare denim like Levi's 
original selvage, but 
in reality they mostly 
buy G-Stax because 
the quality is amazing, 
the fit is spot on and 
they’re brilliant value 
for money. 

“We don’t even 
have to try selling 
them,” laughs Simon, 
“because they leap out 
at the customer.” And 
the best selling style? 

“It changes every time 
they bring out a new 
cut,” admits Adams. 
“Elwood, their Mo- 
tocross style, com- 
pletely sold out in less 
than three days.” 

Admittedly this is 
no ordinary denim 
war, because devoted 
denim enthusiasts are 
looking for extraordi- 
nary denim. “Our cus- 
al tomer really knows his stuff,” 

r- continues Cavan. “Fbr him sd- 

n- vage denim has never gone 
in out of fashion, so he is judging 
w G-Star with a very sceptical 
ge eye." 

ns ’ With exclusivity as the 
re- watchword for successful de- 
,u. signer denim, G-Star have 

his struck a near-perfect balance 

jjy between the mass appeal jof 
jve ubiquitous brands like LevTs, 
t,” Lois and Palmer and the pio- 
je- hSbrtively high pricing strategies 
| to of cult brand Evisu, who charge 
ad- up to £250 for a pair of their 

ling Japanese selvage jeans. 

“Although our distribution 
ear has jumped from only six 
cks, British stockists to 27 in a sin- 
las- gle season,” explains Tfcny 
ich. Bates, manager of G-Star UK. 
,gh t “we are determined to keep the 
ans. brand very exclusive, with few- 
ide. er than six stockists planned for 
well the whole of London. 

-Growth will be organic 
within those stores that show a 
real understanding of Ihe G- 
Star brand and a com m i tm ent 
to its continued success,” ex- 
plains Tfeny. “In other Euro- 
pean countries our stockists 

dedicate. 40 per cent of their 

floor space to G -Star’s 200- 
piece denim-related collection. 
In return, we give them exclu- 
sivity and a brand which be- 
comes their number one 
bestseller almost overnight" In- 
deed, three of its four London 
4 stockists have named G-Star as 
their biggest seller so far in 
1997. 

But can G-Star really oust 
Levi’s, who have remained the 
best selling jeans label since 
they first established in 1860? 
Pitiably not bat in the name 
of greater choice at lower 
prices, let’s hope they have a 
cracking good try. 

Damian Foxe is the fashion 
writer for 'Tbne Out’. 

G-Star Raw Denim stockist in- 
quiry number: 0181-673 2646. 
> American Classics, 20 Endell 

Street, London WC2 (0171-831 
1210) 
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_ . has become one of the fastest moving lifestyle labels in London. Above, brothers Mark and Simon 

jean genius: in only six years, classics in Covent Garden and fans of G-Star denim. Above left, the G-Star ad Photograph: Ruf Xavier 

Horrocks are shop assistants at Miner.*-. 
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Mail-order 

makeovers 


Beauty Quest is a mail- 
order hair and make-up 
catalogue compiled by 
top stylists. For insider 
knowledge, we can 
tolerate a little bit of 

self-promotion, writes 
Hofy Dovies. 


Beauty Quest is a unique 
mail-order service. Not only 
does the catalogue offer a 
comprehensive selection of 
leading-brand hair and beau- 
ty products,, but the editorial 
team comprises the best hair- 
stylists and make-up artists w 
the country. 

In the catalogue, which 
features products .for men 
and women, hairstylists Oribe, 
Eugene Soulieman and John- 
nie Sapong recommend ton 
favourite coloured hair slicks, 
diamante tiaras, snag-free 
elastics, and jewelled hair 

clip 8 * r 

On the make-up front. 
Ruby Hammer recommends 


her own products, a range of 
make-up brushes which start 
from £2 for a mascara, wand 
to £16.50 for a powder brush. 
The cosmetics have been 
sourced globally and include 
the swear-by-it Great Lash 
Mascara by Maybelline. It 
costs £5.95, and is carried by 
every supermodel worth her 
Burt’s beeswax lipbalm, which 
is available for £3. Sweet 
Georgia Brown cosmetics are 
also featured. 

For men there is a range of 
skin tare from Nickel which in- 
cludes Aftershave calming gel, 
£25, and moisturiser. £26. 

There are 30 pages packed 
with Aveda, TVveczerman, 


UOccitane, Aroma Thera- 
pulics and more, all available 
to view in the comfort of your 
own armchair. It's actually a 
really good way of sending 
someone who lives miles away 
a little gift It could sort out 
loads of awkward Christmas 
presents (only nine weeks to 
go) like your Auntie in Ab- 
erdeen - never brushes her 
hair - or your penpal in Nova 
Scotia who has a fetish for nail 
varnish; 

Well, maybe not, but you 
could always treat yourself. 

Beauty Quest has a new winter 
issue out now. To order u copy, 
call 0541 505000. 


^beauty/^ 



Chic shoppers stay 
at home: why put • 
your looks at the 
mercy of the 
elements when the 
best beauty 
materials can be 
delivered to your 
door? . 
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Will the real 

Nicola Horlick 
please stand up 


When she fell to earth from her 
high-flying City job, the media 
declared open season, and oh how 
we gloated. Oh how horrid, said 
Nicola. But not horrid enough to 
stop her writing a book about it 
ail. Has she lost the plot — or is 
there another side to her story? 

At one point, Nicola Horlick and I have to 
cross a busy road. She is wearing a gorgeous, 
rusty-gold, Paul Costelloe suit teamed 
with smart. Joan & David brown leather 
pumps. I am wearing any old rubbish plus, 
as she kindly points out later, a line of ink 
going up my neck from where I must have 
leant on my biro. Yet I find myself putting 
a hand on the small 
of her back and 
guiding her across 
the road, as if she 
were some helpless 
child, and it was me 
who did big things in 
the City and wore 
£he suits and had a 
spooky, Norman 
helmet hair-do. 

This is stupid. I 
know. Nicola will 
not get squashed ifl 
don't help her. 

Nicola is im- 
mensely capable. 

Nicola is “Super- 
woman". Nicola 
storms offices* in 
London and Frank- 
furt when she loses 
million-pound jobs. 

Nicola has five chil- 
dren. Nicola has a big 
while sofa without a single chocolate fin- 
gerprint on iL Nicola goes home at lunchtime 
breastfeed the new baby. Nicola copes with 
daughter with leukaemia. Nicola knits. 
Nicola embroiders. Nicola can't ever “just 
watch telly". Nicola bakes her own Christ- 
mas cake. The secret of a moist one? Tvo 
grated apples," she advises in her book. Can 
You Have It AS? Nicola “juggles" without ewer 
seeming to drop any of the balls. 

So yes, it s easy to feel hostile. Jealous, 
even. I say to my own partner the night be- 
fore I meet hen “I can't believe she is 36, 
my age exactly, but has a house in Kens- 
ington and a country retreat in Hampshire 
and a Mercedes and gives dinner parties 
and has a devoted also stupendously rich, 
high-flying City husband and makes all her 
children's birthday cakes and earns a tril- 
lion pounds and has a brilliant nanny whose 
been with her forever and..." 

“Which part of it do you covet?” 

‘All of it, you sad low-flying loser!" 

“You made a birthday cake once." 

“Yes, but when our son saw it he burst 
into tears and said he'd wanted a Power 
Ranger one from Tesco." 

So, I am thinking this is going to be grim. 

1 am thinking at least she isn’t thin, which 
would be too much. I am wondering if I 
should tell her the secret of my moist Christ- 
mas cake. ( Get down to M&S before they 
sell out, duckie.) I feel very happy when 
she tells me her sister-in-law recently spilt 
a cup of tea all over that sofa. “What a 
^tyhame." 1 He ecstatically. 

But then I go and ruin it all by helping 
her across the road. I am still asking my- 
self now, why did 1 do it? Because I felt she 
needed protecting in some way? Because 
1 felt that when it came to the real-world 
rushing past she just wasn't up to it? Had 
I - dare I say it? - actually wanned to her? 
Possibly, yes. And I don't think 1 was be- 
ing taken in. I think if Nicola had been the 
sort of woman who could fake people in 
she'd have handled eveiything a Jot better. 

When she was suspended last January 
from her job as head of Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell's £18bn pension fond business on 
suspicion of planning to defect to a rival com- 
pany along with most of her team, she fougjit 
to be reinstated by storming their offices in 
Ixmdon and then Frankfurt with an 
*$*estruck media in low. “If you lay one fin- 
ger on me," she shrieked at the security 
guards. “I’1I call the police." This did nor 
look good. This looked like a premeditat- 
ed publicity stunt This looked hysterical. 
Plus, were we meant to feel sorry for her? 
Oh, poor Nicola. How will you now afford 


the daily who rinses out your tights? No. we 
did not feel sorry for her. Superwoman had 
crashed to earth, and how we loved it It was 
come-uppance at it’s glorious besL 

Certainly, it looked as if she had ma- 
nipulated everything. But did she? She says 
noL The TV crews and reporters just turned 
up - besieged her house, in fact - which she 
initially found rather shocking; “I didn't 
know why it was a story, much less how they 
knew my address." She took them all with 
her when she confronted her bosses be- 
cause, she says, she was so incensed, so an- 
gry at not being given a chance to have her 
say, that it was done before she even stopped 
to think about iL Now. I'm not saving Nico- 
la is naive. No one puts you in charge of 
billions of pounds if you arc naive. But 
sometimes she doesn't do the right thing, 
and even does the wrong thing very clum- 
sily. Even though she 
looks like a big, hard 
doll with a lipstick 
gash of a mouth, she 
may he human after 
all. And even impul- 
sive sometimes. 

But mostly, Nicola 
likes certainty. Nicola 
likes to plan. Her first 
ambition was to be- 
come an actress. She 
even auditioned for 
Rada at 17. Bui she 
quickly gave up on 
that idea because she 
knew she wanted to 
many and have chil- 
dren, and being an 
actress would involve 
long periods away 
from home, “which 
would not be suit- 
able”. Nicola does not 
often get carried 
away. She first met Tim Horlick, her hus- 
band at Oxford, buL refused to live with him 
until they were married She may even have 
refused to have sex with him until they were 
married - “although I’m not answering that!" 
She is quite moraL and what DMG did to 
her was hugely immoral, she reckons. “1 felt 
as if they’d pul me in a ceil and thrown away 
the key." Yes, she surprised herself with her 
behaviour. Very much so. No. probably it 
wasn't wise. “But I deserved to be heard" 
she repeats fiercely. 

Anyway, after that it was open season. 
This still perplexes her. “Why was every- 
one so horrid?” she asks, blinking blankly. 
“Why were women, in particular, so hor- 
rid?" she continues. “Do you think I've 
done anything wrong? Do you think I’m 
unfeeling?" She can’t see that there are 
some who don’t Have It AIL and can’t for- 
give her for seeming to do so. Imagine 
you're in this old banger, I say, going down 
the motorway. Imagine, now, that the soft- 
topped Mercedes which has just overtak- 
en you is being pulled in for speeding. 
Wouldn't that be satisfying? “Why?" she 
cries. So, yes, she can be quite hopeless at 
times, and may need protecting from her- 
self as much as anybody. 

Anyway, why write a book, and stir it all 
up again? Certainly, she doesn’t need the 
money. Nicola now works for the French 
bank, Soctete Generate, setting up a fund 
management business for them from scratch 
in the UK. Nicola has landed firmly on her 
bank account, so to speak. Yes, the proceeds 
from the book will all be going to Great Or- 
mond Street Hospital, where her oldest child 
Georgje, has been treated over the years for 
leukaemia. But Nicola could have just 
made a donation, couldn’t die? She’s not 
short of a bob or two, after ail “I do that 
anyway," she says. Mostly, she did the book 
because she agreed to do it quite a while back, 
when she wasn’t sure about going back into 
the Qty. Having signed and promised to de- 
liver, deliver she would Anything else 
would have been very un-Nicola. 

There's a launch party for the book held 
at Great Ormond Street There I meet Ton. 
What does be make of it all? Nicola’s grand- 
mother, Christina, an 82-year-old Polish Jew 
in a smart Fed frock finally introduces me 
to him. “Ziz iz Tim," she says. “He has gor- 
geous legs." Gorgeous legs? “I see him in 
s umm er in the shorts." “Oh, Granny ..." 
sighs Tim. Tun is tall and dark and be- 
spectacled and head of corporate invest- 
ment at Salomon Brothers. Yes, he would 
have very nice legs as far as I can tell. 

“Thanks,” be says. Now Tim, l coruin- 
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Nicola Horlick: *1 deserved to be heard ... do you think I’ve done anything wrong? Do you think I’ve been u nfee ling?* 
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ue, what did you make of all the coverage 
Nicola got? “I only read the Financial 
Tones, so I managed to ignore most of it," 
he replies. Can Nicola ever do nothing, ever 
just laze about reading /Mo/, for instance? 
“No. Never!" Were you surprised when she 
stormed Frankfurt? “Very. I told her after- 
wards 1 didn’t think she’d achieved anything, 
but I could understand why she did iL" Do 
you ever go to Tesco? “No, because when I 
do Nicola complains I haven’t bought the 
right things. This is fine with me. I don't want 
to go to Tesco.” Did you and Nicola have 
sex before you were married? “What do you 
think?” I think noL He does not contradict 
me, just moves on to talk to someone else. 
“There’s my unde - must say hello ..." 

Nicola was bom in Nottingham, but 
moved to the Wirral when her father, 
Michael, who died earlier this year, joined 
the famil y chemical manufacturing business. 
Nicola’s mother, Susannah, the daughter 
of Polish refugees, never worked, even 
though she was highly intelligent and had 
an architecture degree. “My mother nev- 
er worked because ray father didn’t want 
her to. He was of the generation that be- 
lieved a woman should stay at home if the 
man could support her." Yes, she does think 
her mother was bored and frustrated for a 
lot of the time. “She had me when she was 
21, then I was at boarding school from 1 2. 
So at 33 she was at home by hefself all day 


every day. She wrote to me every single day. 
The other girls would tease me, because I 
got so many letters from her. But with such 
an active mind, she had to have something 
to do." Perhaps that’s why Nicola learnt that 
not having enough to do may be a bad thing. 

After Cheltenham Ladies’ College. 
Nicola went to Oxford to study law. Here, 
she did all the usual undergraduate things, 
like drinking too much and sleeping around 
and hoping she wasn’t up the duff. No, only 
joking. Instead she was directing plays, &art- 
ing lunch clubs and running broadcasting 
services while simultaneously overseeing a 
business selling gas fires. After graduating, 
she worked for her father for a year before 
being taken on as a trainee at V&rbuig. She 
has never been “blindly ambitious” she says. 
She went from one good boss to another, 
each of whom gave her rapid advancement 
Yes, she is good at maths and numbers and 
finance and all that - a I deliberately didn't 
take maths at A-leveL because I knew it 
would be too easy for me” - but is equal- 
ly good at building up loyal teams of staff! 
She was always much too valuable to lose. 
She never had a problem getting time off 
to be with Georgie. 

Geoigie- who has just turned 11 - was 
diagnosed as having leukaemia at two. She 
bad chemotherapy and radiotherapy then, 
plus a further course a couple of years ago 
when she relapsed. Much was made of the 


fact that on a morning after Georgje had 
havered on the brink of death, Nicola went 
into Morgan Grenfell to make a presen- 
tation worth £750m to the company. She 
remains unapologetic about this. “If I 
hadn't have gone in to work, then I’d have 
gone shopping in Oxford Street Sometimes 
you just have to get out the hospital for your 
own sanity.” 

I can understand this. It's not as if, say, 
Georgje had suddenly gone down with 
meningitis. Her life had been under threat 
for years. During this lime, would it have 
been helpful if Nicola had given up every- 
thing else, and had just sat by her bedside? 
Georgie was never left alone as Nicola has 
a large and devoted extended family, all 
of whom rally round. “Someone was with 
that child constantly,” says one of the staff 
nurses at the book launch. 

Yes, Nicola does sometimes fall apart: 
“I’ll be going along the motorway when I'll 
suddenly start crying and crying. It's like this 
continual grieving for something that has yet 
to happen.” There are the other children to 
think of. too. Alice, the second bom, is par- 
ticularly dose to Georgie. “She gets very dis- 
tressed when Georgje has !o go into hospital 
She fears she might never see her again. I 
have to hug her and reassure her and loss 
her and then, while die is still sobbing, I have 
to leave her to be with Georgie ..." 

Nicola did not set out wanting five chil- 


dren, and would probably not have had five 
had it not been for Georgje's illness. Al- 
though currently in the dear, Geoigie may 
ultimately have to have a bone marrow 
transplant Nicola is not a match for 
Georgie, neither is Tun nor Alice nor any 
of the further three children, Serena, Ru- 
pert and Antonia, now one and a biL As 
a matter of policy, hospitals do not tell par- 
ents if they have a matching donor on their 
database in case, when it comes to it there 
isn’t. After Nicola bad Antonia she went 
to see Georgje’s consultant and said to him: 
“Unless you can tell me there is a donor, 
I will go on to have a sixth child and a sev- 
enth ..." She now knows there are two po- 
tential donors out there. 

Yes, Nicola does have some irritating 
qualities. Yes, she can be self-righteous. >es, 
she can only do what she does because she 
can afford iL No she doesn't have a sharp 
sense of humour. No, she doesn’t watch 
Friends. But is it her fault she can make bril- 
liant birthday cakes? Has she perhaps be- 
come a kind of victim - the focus for every 
working mother's displaced feelings of guilt 
and inadequacy? 

Has she never fell tugs of doubt? 
“There have been many, many limes when 
I have thought I must give this all up.” But 
you haven’t. “No. Because I don’t see how 
it would help. I need to gel on and do 
things- It is my way of coping." 



Mothering angst, shattered illusions and the beginnings of megalomania 



DINAH HALL 


I do hope that my enthusiasm for the 
staff selection part of my school gov- 
ernor role doesn’t mean I have a 
Mandelsonian power streak inside 
me struggling to get out. But there 
certainty is something veiy enjoyable 
about not being the one with a ner- 
vous rash creeping up one’s neck. 
Fortunately job interviews nowadays, 
in the public sector at least, are 
scrupulously fair, with each candi- 
date asked exactly the same ques- 
tions. And of course one has to be 
completely unbiased - something 
which was put to the test this week 
when the best candidate for the Year 


Six job let slip that her husband 
worked for The News of the World. 
I am pleased to say that she got the 
job notwithstanding - of course, 
we'll have to give up our three -in- 
a-bed romps at governors’ meetings 
and put the witchcraft seminar on 
hold, but it's a small price to pay for 
a good teacher. 

It’s been a bad week for sex symbols. 
Personally I've always been im- 
mune to Clint Eastwood’s wrinkly 
charms so the news from his ex-Icrver 
Sondra Locke that his real-life fore- 
play starts with the line “Sweetie, did 


you floss?" did not upset me undu- 
ly. In fact, it was probably just a po- 
lite American way of asking if 
Sondra (sweetie, did you check the 
spelling of your name?) had cleaned 
her teeth, to which the obvious an- 
swer is: “Yes, honey, and did you dip 
your nose hairs?” It lacks a certain 
passion, admittedly but at least it’s 
hygienic, which is more than can be 
said for Gordon Brown - 1 was dev- 
astated by Brown Monday. I can 
cope with that ally business with the 
emu (politicians all have their pec- 
cadilloes, it seems, and at least he 
has been absolutely upfront about 


it) but the revelation that he bites 
his aails has severely tried my loy- 
alty. Ugh! 

Tm sorry. I’ve tried to be New 
Womanish about this, but chewed 
fingers just don't seem very manly 
to me. The women you really have 
to feel sony for, though, are the Toiy 
groupies. I imagine - and it takes a 
big leap, I can tell you - that the ap- 
peal of a Conservative MP lies in his 
buttoned-up, pinstriped, clean- 
shaven rigour. Tb see them bonding 
•with each other in Bhs jumpers and 
singing protest songs must have 
been even more upsetting for the 


Tory faithful than it was for the rest 
of us. 

I suppose I should be grateful that 
my parent/teacher consultations arc 
so uneventful. The worst that ever 
happened to me was to be shown my 
daughter’s essay on the subject of 
“An Unexpected Thing", for. which 
she had written about the time I 
played with her. How humiliating, 
though, to be called in to see your 
child’s teacher, as one of my book 
club members was, only to be fold 
that your little darling was “hump- 
ing” other children. “Well, it’s only 


natural isn’t it. in a five-year-old?" 
laughed the mother of the little fiend 
as she told us. We hesitated for just 
that fraction of a second loo long be- 
fore answering. You like to be able 
to support other moLhcrs in their in- 
securities but in this case, as she went 
on to elaborate his carnal relation- 
ship with the sofa, it began to seem 
like boasting. You know the sort of 
thing mothers excel at: “Oh, I’m so 
worried about George - it can’t be 
normal for a six-year-old to spend 
all his time reading Dickens...” So 
now of course I'm deeply worried 
about my children’s low libido. 
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Borders are not only for those with closed minds 
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We are going to Paris for the day on the 
Eurostar and we have got everything we 
need: Metro map, restaurant guide, some 
money to change at the station, credit card. 
What about passports? Do you need a 
passport to go to France? Well, yes, you 
do. For many younger, educated, cos- 
mopolitan Independent readers this comes 
as something of a surprise. It is a kind of 
historical curiosity, a bit like knighthoods 
or the words of the national anthem. 

As Italians yesterday celebrated the abo- 
lition of customs and passport checks on 
air iraveQere from seven of their European 
Union partners, it is time to ask again some 
of the hard questions of our national psy- 
chology of frontiers. For there is no doubt 
that the British are different. Despite a 
growing European-minded minority for 
whom border controls are a pointless bu- 
reaucratic hassle, it is impossible to imag- 
ine the mass of Britons hanging out the 
uftion-jack-and-European-flag bunting 
for street parties to cheer the lifting 


of our border controls with the EU. 

Part of (he difference is the little 
Islander mentality. Our borders are seas 
and so it seems better to reinforce oar nat- 
ural frontiets rather chan rely on the polic- 
ing of Greek land borders 1,000 miles 
away. But it is an attitude of mind which 
is geographically flawed. The United 
K in gdom covers one-and-a-hit islands, and 
people are allowed to pass between the 
UK and the Republic of Ireland without 
passports, despite a history of terrorism 
which, along with drug smuggling and il- 
legal immigration, is one of fee essential 
rationales for border controls. 

Besides, our main Island is now con- 
nected to the mainland of Europe througb 
the Channel Tunnel, which makes us - 
topologically speaking- an isthmus. As an 
isthmus people, perhaps our natio nal 
psyche will change over time. 

But there can be uo doubt that British 
public opinion as a whole will not be ready 
for many years to go along with the “free 


movement of goods and people” within 
theEU to which we are in theory already 
committed. Nor is Britain alone is its re- 
luctance, which is why the abolition of in- 
ternal border controls has proceeded 
outside the formal machinery of the EU, 
through the Schengen agreement That 
covers eight of the EtTs 15 members, in- 
cluding Italy (in part) as of yesterday, with 
Austria and Greece to be added neat year. 

In (he spectrum of reluctance, it is dif- 
ficult but important to draw fee line be- 
tween xenophobia and the national 
interest. Certainly, The Sunday Telegraph 
disgraced itself last week by reporting the 
Italian accession in a news story as “rais- 
ing the spectre of a surge of illegal, dis- 
eased and violent Third World 
immigrants”. But Tony Blair was right to 
insist in the Amsterdam rewrite of the 
Maastricht Treaty that border controls 
should remain a matter for member 
states rather than the EU. Unless it is ar- 
gued that all immigration controls are 


wrong in principle, then countries must 
have fee right to police their borders m 
- to use fee consensual ciichd of British 
politics - a “fair but firm" way. 

And if countries want to share juris- 
diction over common external borders ~ 

as the UK does to a large extent wife Ire- 
land - then that requires a degree of mu- 


” 

Lacking between many EU members. It is, 
for example, not xenophobic to ask, as the 
Germans and Dutch have done, wbat hap- 
pened to the 16,000 refugees who fled to 
Italy from Albania earlier this year. Some 
of fee recurring problems which have 
dogged the Schengen agreement since it 
came into effect two years ago reflect pop- 
ular anti-immigration prejudice, espe- 
cially in France. But many arise from the 
difficulty of one nation contracting out the 
policing of holders to authorities which 
it cannot bold to account. 

Cosmopolitan Britons, then, will have 
to cany their passports for a while yet. Kent 
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Mai Hussain 


Age of Anxiety 


Foetal pain 

Sir Your front-page headline 
“Could this foetus feel pain? 
Doctors' doubts reopen abor- 
tion battle" 1 23 October) is 
both misleading and irrespon- 
sible. You use a report on the 
findings of an authoritative re- 
port by the Royal College of 
Obstetricians and Gynaecolo- 
gists on foetal pain to make gen- 
eral and unsubstantiated 
comments on abortion gener- 
ally. This is a highly emotion- 
al area, and demands 
responsible reporting. 

The College report con- 
cludes that before 26 weeks of 
pregnancy, the foetus does not 
feel pain. Only 0.05 per cent of 
abortions are performed at 25 
weeks or over. Therefore, in the 
vast majority of abortions per- 
formed in this country, most of 
which are carried out before J 2 
weeks, there seems to be no ev- 
idence that fee foetus feels 
any pain. 

In addition, previous ad- 
vice from the College on late 
terminations is that the first pro- 
cedure undertaken is to stop the 
foetal heart Once this is done, 
the question of pain no longer 
arises. 

These operations are usually 
performed for gross foetal ab- 
normalities, and are obviously 
extremely emotionally trau- 
matic for the mother. Current 
procedures are designed to re- 
duce this trauma as far as pos- 
sible, on the basis tbar the 
mother will always be our 
prime concern. 

DR MICHAEL WILKS 
Chairman, 

Medical Ethics Committee, 
BMA 

Sin Maternal deaths from abor- 
tion were declining in number 
before the Abortion Act was 
passed. After the Act was 
passed, maternal deaths went 
on declining at a similar rate. 
Legalising abortion did little for 
women’s health; what it did do 
is to produce an enormous in- 
crease in the number of abor- 
tions performed. 

Like other sodal ills - for ex- 
ample. suicide - abortion will 
always be with us. It is, howev- 
er, possible, with abortion as 
wife suicide, to keep the num- 
bers down. The way to keep the 
numbers down is not by mak- 
ing “help" with abortion or sui- 
cide legal and available on the 
NHS. Unlike abortion, suicide 


directly harms the individual 
alone. Having said this, suici- 
dal parents will sometimes want 
to kill both their children and 
themselves. Should we respond 
tas we do) by seeking to prevent 
this - or by offering the 
chance to go ahead in sterile 
surroundings? 

Emotional distress on fee 
part of a parent - whether the 
child is born or unborn - is a 
reason to offer that person 
support, not the death of her 
child. 

DR HELEN WAIT 
Research Fellow 
77il' Linaav Centre, 

London /VR3? 

Sin The idea put forward that 
the latest report on foetal pain 
issued by the RCOG could 
“reopen the abortion battle" is 
misleading. In fact there is no 
possibility of a “battle" about 
abortion. There is now a clear 
consensus in favour of abortion 
being safe and legal and no 


prospect of fee legislation that 
allows for this being under- 
mined by opponents of abor- 
tion. The pain “debale" relates 
specifically to late-term abor- 
tion. which accounts for a very 
small proportion of termina- 
tions carried out in Britain 
each year- between 50 and 100. 
This issue has no relevance for 
the vast majority of abortions. 
The only reason it has become 
an issue at all is because of 
manipulation by the anti- 
abortion lobby. 

Aware that they have next to 
no support for their campaign 
to make abortion illegal they 
play up minor issues about 
late-term abortion to stir up the 
“yuk-factor". 

Fortunately most people 
can see through their cynical at- 
tempts to generate discomfort 
about the need for access to 
abortion. 

ELLIELEE 
Pro-Choice Forum 
Canterbury 


Sir I wonder whether we might 
hear a little less about the pos- 
able pain felt by 92 foetuses be- 
ing aborted, out of nearly 

180.000, and a little more about 
the 92 women who desperate- 
ly wanted to have children and 
were prevented from doing so 
by a heartbreaking discoveiy 
very late in pregnancy feat 
their foetus suffered from 
severe abnormality, or feat 
their own life was in imminent 
danger. 

It is understandable that 
the Daily Mail and Roman 
Catholic fanatics should hype 
up a non-existent problem for 
political reasons, but surely we 
can expect better of The Inde- 
pendent, on this the30th an- 
niversary of the Abortion Act 
which has made such a 
massive contribution to the 
health and welfare of nearly 

5.000. 000 British women since 
1967. 

MADELEINE SIMMS 
London NW1J 


Islamophobia 

Sir. Not for the first time, Pol- 
ly Toynbee (“In defence of Is- 
lamophobia’’, 23 October) is a 
rare voice of reason and hu- 
manity in a moral debate, usu- 
ally the monopoly of a pious 
cartel of religious leaders and 
other bigots. 

How refreshing to see chal- 
lenged in print the taboo which 
seems to protect anybody ped- 
dling sexist, homophobic, un- 
reasonable or unlikely views 
cloaked in fee language of reli- 
gion. What a relief that some- 
body has fee courage to apply 
the same test of decency lo those 
whose reactionary ideology hap- 
pens to spring from their reli- 
gious beliefs, as to those wife 
unpleasant or irrational views of 
a more profane origin. 

STEVE MORRIS 
Brussels 

Sin Polly Toynbee has pro- 
foundly misunderstood the na- 


ture of education in her article. 
Values, religious or philosoph- 
ical, cannot be separated from 
education. No school is value- 
free. 

If Ms Toynbee had her way, 
the school system would be 
dominated by a dull conformi- 
ty to rational, materialist values, 
where fee expression of reli- 
gious faith becomes fee new 
heresy. Children would readi- 
ly absorb the message that ra- 
tionalism is the overriding 
belief system and that it is de- 
viant to think differently. I 
would object as strongly to 
“Rationalism on the rates" as 
I object to a system that ex- 
cludes Muslim schools from 
stale funding. 

RUTH CHENOWETH 
Co-ordinator 

Third Sector Schools Alliance 

Windsor 

Berkshire 

Sin ftilly Toynbee continues the 
persistent association of Islam 


with barbaric justice in referring 
to Saudi Arabian courts. 

Many Muslims, too, are hor- 
rified that justice in Saudi in 
works as it does; they are equal- 
ly horrified that this is de- 
scribed as Islamic. It may be 
Saudi justice, but it is not Is- 
lamic, any more that British jus- 
tice is Christian. 

It is also deeply mistaken to 
associate Muslims with “New 
Agers. astrologisis, Moonies 
or any olher sect with a suffi- 
cient number of followers". Is- 
lam is a religion in the 
Judaeo-Cbrislian tradition, 
with over a billion followers 
(good and bad); it is a great 
world religion which was in- 
tended to improve the lot of 
humanity. 

Islam deserves our respect, 
not ignorant condemnation 
ALEX HALL 

Centre for Research in Ethnic 
Relations 

University of Warwick 
Coventry 


Sir. You report (4 October) on* 
the case in which Mai Hussain 
won the right to sue Lancaster 
City Council over fee racist at- 
tacks he has suffered. Mr Hus- 
sain has had to suffer appalling 
harassment. However, the 
council vigorously denies the al- 
legation feat it has done noth- 
ing to help him. 

Your report mentions a num- 
ber of criminal convictions, in- 
ducting that of Craig Wiring. The 
evidence leading to the convic- 
tion of Mr Wiring and his co- 
accused was supplied to fee po- 
lice by professional witnesses em- 
ployed by the City Council. 

You report that no one has 
been evicted. However, seven 
tenants had “notices of inten* 
lion lo seek possession" served 
on them and left the estate pri- 
or to eviction proceedings. 
These are still continuing in one 
case and a further seven tenants 
have given legal undertakings 
about their behaviour. 

The Council has used what 
powers it has. We will defend 
our record if the case comes to 
court We wifi continue to take 
vigorous action against anti- 
social and racist behaviour. 

IAN BARKER 
Deputy Leader 

Lancaster City Council a 


Sin I also attended the launch 
of the report The Age of Anxi- 
ety (NCH Action for Children) 
and take exception to your ar- 
ticle “What children really 
fear" (23 October). NOT* re- 
search is problematic: it con- 
fuses the perception of a 
problem with the reality; and 
the terms in the questionnaire 
were too vague and invited 
fee results that appeared. 

So for example, the report M- 
states that 82 per cent of chil- 
dren in fee poll were worried 
about violence. When asked at 
fee launch what the researchers 
meant tty “violence" in their 
question to the children, NCH 
could not answer. I am sun: 
every one, including children, 
worries about violence, but this 
does not mean, as your article 
implied, that 82 per cent of chil- 
dren live in constant dread of 
being victims of domestic vio- 
lence themselves. 

TIFFANY JENKINS 
Chair, Families for Freedom 
London WC1 



Unsure about what’s important in current affairs? You know more than you think 



MILES 

KINGTON 


How have you been following 
fee news in fee past few days? 

Well? Badly? With trepi- 
dation? With anticipation? 
With the usual incomprehen- 
sion, owing to fee fact that no- 
body puis any real news on fee 
air .„? 

Well, it’s eaty to find out 
how well up you are with the 
news, because today I am 
bringing you a quiz based on 
news stories of the last week or 
so. All you have to do is pick 
the most plausible answer. 

1. Why has the Hong Kong 
Hang Seng index plunged into 
a spiralling downfall? 

a) Because Chris Patten 
wasn’t there to look after it 

b) Because the East could- 
n't maintain its growth for 


ever, thank goodness, and now 
the Orient is going to be hill 
of wounded paper dragons 
and lame Bombay ducks in- 
stead of being a threat to Eu- 
rope, not that we are 
triumphaiisL, we must seem to 
be very concerned, on fee oth- 
er hand, ha ha ha ha ... 

c) Because Hong Kong is 
now in the hands of the Chi- 
nese Communists and they 
haven't got the faimest idea 
how to run a stock exchange 

d) Because Hong Kong is 
now in the hands of the Chi- 
nese Communists and they 
are cleverly using fee Stock Ex- 
change to bring capitalism 
crashing to its knees 

2. AU the football hooligans 
who terrorised Rome last week- 


end have now been released, ex- 
cept for one fat, bespectacled 
Englishman who has been 
identified by the Italian police 
as the ringleader. His name is 
David Metier. True or false? 

3. Die Booker Prize »us 
awarded last week to whom? 

a) Oh, was it? 

b) Nice to see fee word 
“whom" being used properly. 

4. You are sittingat breakfast, 
reading the paper, when you 
come across an item saying 
that the NHS can only recover 
from the years of Tory neglect by 
massive injections of cash, and 
you say half out. bud to your- 
self 

"Here wegaa gain -new gov- 
ernment blaming everything on 
their predecessors. / don > care 


whose fault it is - just get it 
right!" Just at that moment, the 
phone rings and a voice says, 
“ We couldn't help overhearing 
what you were just saying and 
we uvuld just like to point 
out that Labour is going to 
look after the NHS m a very real 
and positive sense, and by the 
way, it was all the fault of the 
Conservatives, so don V let us 
have any of this nonsense 
agamr The voice then rings off. 

Do you say to yoursdf:- 

a) “By gum, these New 
Labour spin doctors are even 
more thorough than 1 
thought" 

b) “Yes. bui if fee British 
population looked after itself 
properly, we wouldn’t need an 
NHS." 


cj “I'd belter not have any 
thoughts about what 1 really 
think about Europe and the 
single currency or I’ll be get- 
ting phone calls all morning." 

5. When you see a headline 
saying- "Why is the whole world 
ignoring this scandal??! ', what 
do think it is most likely to he a 
story about? 

ai Gypsies at Dover 

b) Massacres in Algeria 

c) Bovs' homes in North 
Wales 

d) Some innocent joke 
made by Tony Banks which, if 
uttered on The News Quiz, 
would get him a thunderous 
round of applause? 

e) The imminent disap- 
pearance of fee lesser-spotted 
greheling from Dorset 


0 The imminent disap- 

pearance of all water supplies 

from the Earth 

6 . When you sec the news- 
paperheading on a personality 
profile, “Will The Real . . . Stand 
Up Please?", whose name 7o 

you expect to fill that gap? 

a) Michael Palm " 

b) George Soros 

c) Stephen Fry 

d) Cheric Blair 
c) Michael Palin 

1. She was a princess. She did 

a great deal of work for chart- 
- : sn involving children. Her 
mar. ^ came to a fo, WeM 

end. went on to find Mr 

u "“ ut , vr - How plinJ* 
*"'*ypou, 0 f l , lcUmeli ‘£ 
»'••• -hers failed? S 


S. The BBC celeb 
75th anniversary in JS 
has it chosen to do th, 
a) By spending aHi 
on covering fe e evaci 
Hong Kong 


on turning the BBC ii 

“magazine in the w a 
ana’s funeral 
e) By spending al 
ey on bumping up 
pay packet 
d) By spending al 
ey on telling everyo 
us now 75 years old. 

9. Do you think tl 
exhibition called Set 
mo* likely to bel- 
li) Sensational? 
b) A load of new 

10. Who was John 
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Overture and Beginners 
for Mr Mandelson 





TOM 

SUTCLIFFE 
EAVESDROPPING 
IN THE STALLS 


I found myself feeling sorry for Peter Man- 
delson the other night — not a common 
mental state. Indeed, in the normal course 
of things I don't spend a lot of lime think- 
ing about Mr Mandelson one wav or an- 
other. Last Thursday, though, I didn't have 
much choice because I found myself sit- 
ting next to him at the National Theatre, 
watching Patrick Marber’s play Closer. 

It was an entirely coincidental circum- 
stance that proved oddly distracting. When 
he first appeared I felt the urge to ac- 
knowledge his arrival with one of those in- 
stinctive greetings that is pitched at the 
lowest degree of intimacy, a “Hi” that says 
“Hmmm. Can’t quite remember the name 
but I know / know you from somewhere so 
the odds are you must know me”. The 
recognition software in your brain auto- 
matically sends a start-up message to the 
politeness programme, only to hit the can- 
cel button when it realises that you have 
encountered fame, not familiarity. You see, 
just m time, that this person who has a place 
in your mental landscape doesn't even 
know you’re on the map. 

His entrance, I have to say, was very 
unassuming. No fuss, no processional lan- 
guor down the aisle, none of those little 
pantomimes in which you distractedly 
look for someone at the furthest reaches 
of the auditorium, so that everyone in the 
intervening rows will have a chance to 
recognise you. But, simply because it was 
my knees that had to swing sideways to let 
him past, he was unavoidably up-stage in 
the performance that followed. This was- 
n't simply down to the self-consciousness 
that proximity to fame can induce. He re- 
ceived a number of pager messages in the 
first act, for example, and while his pager 
must have been one of those discreet mod- 
els that tickles you to attract your atten- 
tion I couldn't help being curious about 
what was being communicated. Presum- 
ably his pager isn’t on the same loop as the 
electronic tag now worn by all Labour MPs. 
This is. after aJL, the pager to which in- 
fractions of probation would be reported. 
More exciting than that, it was the very 
pager by which the Prime Minister would 
- should be need to - summon the Car- 
dinal Mazarin of the Labour Party. What 
solemn affairs of state might be flickering 
across that tiny green screen? 

But that wasn’t the only reason that Mr 
Mandelson rather impinged on my 
evening. I also found that I was curious 
about how he would react to the play. At 
one point in Marber’s play, for example, 
two characters exchange obscene messages 
over a computer link - a silent scene in 
which graphic sexual invitations are pro- 
jected onto a giant screen. And such mo- 
ments are always likely to arouse 


speculations about your fellow audience 
members. Is the elderly woman in front of 
you shocked, you wonder, or does she find 
this dramatic liberty thrilling? Has that par- 
ty of German tourists really got the full 
force of “suck me senseless"? 

With Mr Mandelson though the stakes 
were rather higher, because he is already 
a character in larger drama. And if I was 
aware of this, then it was hardly incon- 
ceivable that he might be loo' 

I found the perfect description of what 
I took to be his plight in Erving Goffman's 
celebrated book The Presentation of Self In 
Everyday Life (a work which should be a 
set-text for any aspiring spin doctor). In 
his chapter on “The Arts of Impression 
Management” Coffman talks of (he im- 
portance of “dramaturgical discipline". 
"While the performer is ostensibly im- 
mersed and given over to (he activity he 
is performing", he writes, “and is appar- 
ently engrossed in his actions in a spon- 
taneous, uncalculalingway. he must none 
the less be affectively dissociated from his 
presentation in a way that leaves him free 
to cope with dramaturgical contingencies 
as they arise. He must offer a show of in- 
tellectual and emotional involvement in the 
activity be is presenting, but must keep him- 
self from actually being carried away by his 
own show lest this destroy his involvement 
in the task of putting on a successful per- 
formance." 

In the case of Patrick Marber’s play 
there were quite a few “dramaturgical con- 
tingencies”, that is points at which a men- 
tal spotlight swung round to Uluminate Mr 
Maude Ison's demeanour. In one scene, for 
instance, there is a jokey exchange about 
the euphemisms used in obituaries - one 
of the characters explains that “he valued 
his privacy” means “gay”: and “he enjoyed 
his privacy** can be taken to stand for “rag- 
ing queen". 

Given that Mr Mandelson must confi- 
dently expect to be obituarised one day, 
and given that his chances of passing un- 
recognised in the National Theatre were 
rather small he was unlikely to guffaw rau- 
cously at this point (even if he had felt like 
it). But if he laughed at all what could it 
be taken to mean? Similarly at another 
point in the play one character explains that 
“Without {truth] we’re animals'’. Wbuid he 
issue a wry chuckle at this dictum or a sigh 
of melancholy recognition? More to the 
point would he have to vet any expression 
before issuing it, just as one would check 
a press release? For the record I should 
report that his responses gave little away. 

Of course, it’s entirely possible that Mr 
Mandelson spent tiie entire evening blithe- 
ly immersed in Maiber’s imaginary world, 
thai he quite forgot himself. But to be mild- 
ly self-conscious in such circumstances 
would not be evidence of sinister calcula- 
tion, it would simply be human. It's diffi- 
cult to believe, in any case, that someone 
so dedicated to the an of perception con- 
trol would find it easy to switch off (even 
without the electronic nudging of that 
pager). What is the mastery of spin, after ’ 
all, but a kind of applied self-conscious- 
ness- an ever-present awareness of the im- 
pressions you might be making? And 
that's where the sympathy came in. As 
Gafiman points out all of us perform every 
day - with friends or relatives or colleagues 
- but we are never quite as arduously on- 
stage as the famous. What must it be like 
to know, as you prepare to relax after a hard 
day’s politics, that you’ve just bad your fi- 
nal call for the lead part in Mr Mandelson 
Attends A Play ? 



Campaigners in 1967 expected abortion to become the refuge of the young, the mad and the hopeless 


Photograph: Hutton Getty 


What did we want? Not just abortion 



POLLY 

TOYNBEE 

UNPLANNED 

PREGNANCIES 


Ibday’s 30th anniversary of the 
passing of the abortion law is 
arousing all the old war horses. 
Cardinal Hume has written an 
open letter to Tony Blair, while 
anti-abortion campaigners are 
delivering a petition to Down- 
ing Street after dropping flow- 
ers off Westminster bridge in 
memory of dead foetuses. Is 
theirs a lost cause? 

Almost certainly, despite 
an alarming opinion poll in yes- 
terday s Sunday Telegraph that 
purports to show that 60 per 
cent of women want the abor- 
tion law severely tightened, 
limiting it to just 10 weeks of 
pregnancy from the current 24 
week threshold. For each time 
parliament has debated abor- 
tion since 1967, public opinion 
has swung strongly in favour 
once all the old arguments are 
aired again. Spasms of disqui- 
et about the high rate of abor- 
tion happen when people are 
polled in isolation from the 
broader debate. It’s easy to for- 
get just how bloody the alter- 
natives were before 1967 when 
women went to any self-muti- 
lating lengths to abort un- 


wanted pregnancies. It's easy to 
forget that those who would be 
denied abortions if the time lim- 
it were narrowed would be 
those too hopeless to act early 
- those least Likely to cope with 
an unwanted child. 

No one “likes" abortion, 
least of all the 40 per cent of 
British women who will have 
one at some time during their 
lives - but they are profound- 
ly thankful nonetheless. As a 
student cam pai gning for the 
1 967 act we matched along tbe 
streets yelling, “What do we 
want? Abortion! When, do we 
want it? Now!" as if it were 
some kind of treat For abor- 
tion remains the sine qua non 
of women's freedom. 

What would we have pre- 
dicted if someone had asked us 
then how things would be in 30 
years’ time? We would have 
said that abortion would be- 
come rare -a last resort for the 
very young, the mad and the 
hopeless. By 1997, we’d have 
said, with free contraception, 
with sex education in schools 
and a new openness about sex, 
we will have done away with tbe 
hypocrisy and double standards 
that left so many women preg- 
nant by accident “Every baby 
a wanted baby!" was the slogan. 

Instead abortions have more 
than doubled to nearly 
168,0000 last year. One fifth of 
afl pregnancies end in abortion, 
though it is no one’s contra- 
ceptive of choice. Even these 
high figures are not high 
enough, since many more 
women would be better off if 
they had abortions, if only they 
had tbe right advice at the 
right time, warning of the harsh 
facts of life as a single mother. 

Why are the figures so high? 
Partly due to late marriage: 
most abortions are not among 


How Colonel Gaddafi put one over on the Foreign Office 


MARC 

WELLER 

MANDELA'S 

DIPLOMACY 


^Even the high and mighty must 
■play by the rules. This rather 
. painful lesson is now beingad- 
rp mist ered by South Africa and 
. other governments to the Unit- 
ed Kingdom and the United 
States over the Lockerbie case. 
The news yesterday of Nelson 
Mandela's splendidly impu- 
. dent offer to mediate and help 
•break the deadlock in rela- 
tions with Libya must be seen 
tins context 

Throughout the case Wash- 
ington and London have sought 
to exploit the structures of tbe 
new wcxldord^ winch was then 
. beginning tp emerge to combat 
the .evil of terrorism. However 
noble , the goal, both govern- 
‘ men is went about this impor- 
y tant task with the delicacy of a 
rouge elephant inspecting the 
wares of a Waterford crystal 
shop. 

Late m 1991, the Lord Ad- 

.vocate of Scotland charged two 

: men - Adelbaset Ali Mobamed 

A1 Megrabi and AJ Amin Khal- 


ifa Fhimab. - with conspiracy, 
murder and contravention of 
tbe Aviation Security Act. The 
two, it was alleged, had caused 
the explosion of PAN AM 103 
over Lockerbie, acting as secret 
agents for Libya. The UK and 
US governments accordingly 
demanded that Tripoli surren- 
der the pair for trial in Scotland. 

Libya did tbe unexpected. In 
exact compliance with the 1971 
Montreal Convention to Sup- 
press Acts of Violence against 
Civil Aviation, it arrested both 
suspects, appointed an investi- 
gating magis trate and request- 
ed to see tiie evidence against 
the two, so as to consider 
whether they should be either 
tried or extradited. 

Somewhat wrongfooted, 
London and Washington ar- 
gued that the convention could, 
not apply in this instance. Af- 
ter all, no one would seriously 
expect Libya to try her own 
agents for their, devastating^ 
successful acL 

However, the Montreal con- 
vention had been drafted by the 
Western states in the wake of 
the first wave of international 
terrorism- In order to cover all 
possible cases of terrorist out- , 
rage, it addresses itself broad- 
ly to “any person” who engages 
in terrorist activities again civ- 
il aviation, whether acting on 
behalf of a state or dol 



Gaddafi: knew the letter of the law 


And rather than appearing 
to frustrate the aims of the con- 
vention in this instance, Tripoli 
seemed to cooperate in its im- 
plementation. Colonel Gaddafi 
offered to allow the two sus- 
pects to be interviewed by US 
and UK officials in a neutral 
venue. His government also 
suggested that, despite Libyan 
constitutional restrictions, the 
men might be sent to a third 
stale for trial. 

Libya even proposed to go 
to independent arbitration over 
the question of whether or not 
it was complying with its legal 
obligations. When the US and- 
tbe UK moved to obtain UN 


Security Council sanctions 
against Libya, tbe country 
called upon the International 
Court of Justice at The Hague 
to preserve its rights through an 
emergency procedure, pending 

the rendering of a full judge- 
ment Now, the two western 
governments found themselves 
in the dock, rather than 
Colonel Gaddafi. 

lb forestall an adverse find- 
ing by the Court, in April 1992 
Washington and London el- 
bowed the Security Council 
into endorsing a mandatory 
resolution, demanding the sur- 
render of the suspects and im- 
posing sanctions. The 


resolution was adopted imme- 
diately after the emergency 
hearing of the court bad been 
adjourned, and just before a 
judgment was to be given. The 
result was tbe creation of a 
Lex Libya - that is to say a spe- 
cial law which was applicable 
only to this one nation. This in 
effect trumped previous rights 
and removed the matter from 
tbe purview of the court until 
a foil hearing could be held 
some years later. 

In this way, the two states 
bad indeed managed to create 
their own law .in their own 
case. Through their position in 
the Security Council, they had 
also managed to appoint them- 
selves, at least provisionally, as 
judges in this matter, instead of 
the International Court of Jus- 
tice. And by imposing world- 
wide sanctions, they have even 
managed to act as the en- 
forcers of their particular in- 
terests. All this had been done 
without actually producing any 
evidence against either Libya or 
the two suspects. 

This arrogation of authori- 
ty is the hands of a few states 
was disturbing for other stales, 
especially, but not exclusively, 
in the less developed world. 
Washington and London there- 
fore managed to achieve the im- 
possible. In addition to 
undermining faith in the UN 


teenagers, bn r among women in 
their mid-twenties who years 
ago would have been married. 
Their unplanned pregnancy 
would have lead to births with- 
in marriage, and a higher birth 
rate. Now that women defer 
marriage until their late twen- 
ties. it is almost inevitable that 
during those sexually active 
years many wQI conceive by mis- 
take. 

All the same, it remains as- 
tonishing that as many as half 
of ajj pregnancies are un- 
planned, according to Family 
Planning Association research 
- despite safe and convenient 
contraception undreamed of by 
our grandmothers. 

What does it mean? The 
word “unplanned” covers 
everything from those who 
don't much mind having a baby 
to those who are horrified to 
find themselves pregnant It 
suggests that the strange and 
difficult decision to create an- 
other human being is. not sur- 
prisingly. often arrived at 
indirectly, elliptically, evasive- 
ly. The cumber of medically 
well-informed women who get 
pregnant “by accident” sug- 
gests dirty work somewhere in 
tbe subconscious. Mother Na- 
ture, red and tooth and daw, is 
no friend to women, whatever 
all those New Age worshippers 
think. She has a nasty habit of 
tapping women's inner ear, 
bullying, chivvying, co-ercing 
them, “Go on, have a baby, go 
on, do it, do it now!" 

Whatever the reason, a 
great many women are ap- 
palled at finding themselves un- 
expectedly pregnant, despite 
the certain ty of the ptU, which 
is also one of the safest medi- 
cines in tbe world. Alas, taking 
its wonder for granted, women 
are continually encouraged to 


Security Council, they have 
impelled the members of Or- 
ganisation of African States, the 
Organisation of Islamic States 
and a majority in the UN Gen- 
eral Assembly to unite in sup- 
port of Libya and its rights. 

Perhaps more disturbingly, 
the arrogance and inflexibility 
on tbe part of Washington and 
London has prolonged the 
agony of the relatives of the 
Lockerbie victims. They have 
now had to live with deadlock 
for some five years. Nelson 
Mandela’s initiative, while a 
slap in the face of the Fbreign 
Office, may therefore offer to 
them some hope of movement. 

There exists at present no 
international tribunal which 
could exercise jurisdiction over 
the two suspects. However, 
virtually all states have in place 
legislation which would 
empower them to try individ- 
uals charged with internation- 
al terrorism offences. A trial in 
such a third slate could be 
arranged without undermin- 
ing tbe demands of justice in re- 
lation to the victims’ relatives 
and the demands of procedur- 
al fairness in relation to the 
suspects. 

The author is the Deputy 
Director of the Centre of In- 
ternational Studies, Unhvrsityof 
Cambridge 


feel uneasy about it. Mother 
Nature doesn't like the pill, 
whispering to women that it dis- 
rupts natural rhythms so it 
must be bad, must endanger fu- 
ture fertility, which it doesn’t. 
The pill just doesn't belong to 
the culture of the Body Shop, 
tbe bolostic. organic spirit of the 
age. (Well, give or take a pack- 
et of cigarettes, a few lagers, an 
E or two and a couple of 
spliffs). It's irrational, but 
women have never learned to 
love the pill. 

That's why they have been 
easily swept away by scares, as 
in the 1995 announcement of 
a minuscule pill risk, gleefully 
inflated by the moralising 
tabloids. ADDS advertising en- 
couraging the use of condoms 
lead many not to realise that 
condom “safe sex" doesn't 
mean a high degree of safety 
from pregnancy. 

So, a surprising number of 
women remain surprisingly in- 
informed about contraception. 
Despite that, a third of health 
authorities this year have cut 
their family planning services. 
some no longer offering va- 
sectomies. others only funding 
clinicsfor the uoder-2Is. Many 
GPs know scarcely more about 
contraception than the women 
they dole out the pill to. Often 
only clinics have the time and 
experience to explain. For ex- 
ample, some women who may 
complain of imaginary side- 


effects from the pill often turn 
out to need to talk about their 
problems and relationships 
rather than their contraception 
Those who want to reduce the 
number of abortions should be 
out campaigning for an easily 
available clinic in every area, 
and in every school. 

Meanwhile, abortions are 
not available on the NHS for 
some 30 per cent of women who 
need them. Some doctors still 
turn women away with scant ad- 
vice. I spoke last week to a 23- 
year-old from Bournemouth 
who, like many, had no idea 
where to turn when her reli- 
gious GP told her to have her 
unwanted baby: “You'll leant to 
love it”. After several visits, by 
throwing a screaming fit, she 
was eventually given the name 
of a clinic. 

Back in 1967 we believed in 
progress. Wc thought by now 
there would be the best possi- 
ble sex education for alL We 
would have predicted a nurse 
offering confidential services in 
every school. Wc would have ex- 
pected abortion on demand 
by now, as a right, without 
having to pretend to two doc- 
tors that you'll go mad if you 
don't get one. Instead, here we 
are in an ever more sexually tit- 
illated society, still dithering 
about sex education, still coy 
about contraception and still 
ambivalent on abortions that re- 
sult from those other failings. 


We conduct patient research into 


Will you support us? 

The Royal College of Physicians sets the standards 
and helps control the quality of medical practice in 
hospitals throughout England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland. 

Research plays a vital part in this work. Not laboratory 
research - but research that evaluates the most effective 
ways of caring for patients, 

□ Such as how to maximize the quality of 
life for those sick with cancer. 

□ Or how best to provide sensitive long 
term care for older people. 

□ Or what guidelines should be bid down 
for the best management of asthma. 

Funding this never ending programme is a real problem. 
We rely on the donations, gifts and legacies of 
generous supporters to augment our independent 
income. Only’ in this way can we continue to seek out 
new and better methods of caring for patients in hospitaL 

It'll! you help us to impnnv the core of patients by 
making a contribution to one of our research projects? 

IVe will gladly send yent details. 

Write to the Appeal Director 
or Telephone 0171 935 1174. 


IMp MsddM' Appeal Fund 
ROYAL COUEGE OF PHYSICIANS 
It 9 Andrews Ploeo, London NWI4t£, 
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Archbishop 
Frano ilia 


Frano Ilia, priest bom Juban, 
Albania 21 February 191% 
ordained priest 1943; 
Archbishop of Shkoder 1993- 
97; died Shkoder, Albania 22 
October 1997. 


Frano Ilia was one of four 
bishops appointed by Pope 
John Paul II when he recon- 
stituted the Catholic hierarchy 
of Albania in 1993 after 
decades of suppression under 
Communist rule. Three of the 
four - among them Ilia - were 
priests who had survived the 
years of persecution. 

The four were consecrated 
bishop by the Pape in person on 
25 April 1993 on Elis historic 
one-day visit to Albania. Moth- 
er Teresa, the then president 
Sail Berisha and many others 
were in the packed cathedral in 
Shkoder as the four prostrated 
themselves before the altar. 
Already aged 75 and in failing 
health. Ilia viewed his role as 
seeing the diocese through the 
rebuilding phase. He also 
served until this year as chair- 
man of the Albanian Bishops' 
Conference. 

His last year of life was un- 
happy, as he witnessed the up- 
heavals that followed the 
collapse of pyramid schemes 
last January, blaming them on 
the lingering effects of Com- 
munism. “The devil has again 
taken possession of Albania,” 
he said, 

defrauding its people and dividing 
them. It is the devil of Communism. 
It is not finished. As it says in the 
Gospel, a bad nee cannot bear 
good fruit. Communism has cor- 
rupted the people like a disease that 
enters the brain weakening every 
good effort- The devil is the disease 
of the century and Albania has not 
yet been cored. 

Ilia was bora in 1 918 in the 
village of Juban, not Gar from 
Shkoder in the Catholic heart- 
land of northern Albania. Hjs 
family were peasants and as a 
child he had to tend the fami- 
ly sheep after school. He showed 
promise and from 1934 to 
1936 attended the papal gram- 
mar school that then existed 
in Shkoder. He began bis stud- 
ies for the priesthood the fol- 
lowing year, doing Us two-year 
philosophy course in Durres. 

Like many Albanian semi- 
narians he then left for Italy to 
complete his training, arriving 
in Genoa for the winter term 
to 1938. However, he soon ran 
into trouble, being forced to 
leave Italy before the end of the 
academic, year for speaking 
out against Mussolini's rule. On 
his return home he completed 
his studies at the seminary in 
Durres and was ordained priest 
in the seminary chapel in 
December 1943. 


Hia worked as a curate in a 
Tirana parish before taking 
over his own parish in Kurbin 
nearMLot in 1945. In 1952 he 
was appointed to a parish in 
Milo t, where he was to remain 
until 1967, combining this with 
the post of secretary of the 
Durres-Tirana diocese. These 
were difficult years not just for 
the Catholic Church. The Com- 
munist regime of Enver Hox- 
ha was fiercely anti-religious. 
Muslims, Orthodox and Cath- 
olics ah suffered The regime 
was also highly suspicious of 
bodies with finks to foreign 
countries and believed the 
Catholic Church to be an in- 
strument of the I talians- Many 
bishops and priests were killed 
or imprisoned 
' In 1967, impatient at the fail- 
ure of the repressions to root 
out religion. Hatha moved to 
abolish all religious practice. Al- 
bania became the “first atheist 
state in the world”. Ilia was one 
of the first Catholic priests to 
be arrested in the new wave of 
persecution. After six months' 
interrogation in Tirana he was 
sent to Shkoder for a show tri- 
al, held in a profaned Catholic 
church. 

Ilia was accused of being a 
Vatican spy and, on 25 April 
1968 (25 yeans to the day before 
his episcopal consecration), 
was sentenced to death. This 
was later commuted to life im- 
prisonment. He was sent first 
to a camp in Viore, where he 
was assigned to a work brigade 
draining swamps, and later to 
prison in Spac. He was freed in 
April 1986 as the Communist 
regime began to release a num- 
ber of the surviving clerics 
from prison. He returned in 
poor health to his home village 
of Juban, secretly ministering to 
local Catholics. 

As the wave of liberalisation 
swept across Eastern Europe 
Albania seemed to be left be- 
hind. But m November 1990, as 
religious freedom slowly began 
to re-emerge, Hia held the first 
public Mass in Juban in 
decades. He resumed his post 
as parish priest in MHot after 
the 23-year interruption. It 
was there in his parish that 
he heard the news that the 
Pope had appointed him 
Archbishop of Shkoder. 

Hia also found time to write 
during his earlier career, pro- 
ducing a short catechism and a 
life of Christ as well as trans- 
lations into Albanian of St 
Mark’s Gospel and the Epistles. 
The ban on publishing religious 
works under Communist rule 
did QOt prevent his appearance 
in print: in 1963 he published 
a book on placen antes of the 
Kurbin region. 

-Fetor Corky 


Tom Norris 


James Thomas Norris, artist 
and teacher: born CJevedon, 
Somerset 4 February i960; 
married 1992 Heidi Mossman 
(one daughter); died flirting 
Gap, East Sussex 12 
September 1997 . 


Tom Norris was a painter and 
draughtsman of exceptional 
ability, and an inspirational 
teacher. The uncompromising 
experimental nature of his work 
made him one of the most for- 
midable painters of his genera- 
tion to emerge from the Loudon 

art schools in the mid-1980s. 

A representational painter, 
lie took his subjects from his im- 
mediate surroundings id Lon- 
don, the interior of one 
particular room, a view of the 
alley from his studio staircase, 
the life of the studio itself, the 
models who came to pose for 



Norris: uncompromising 


him. He once referred to his 
still-life painting as “landscape 
painted indoors". 

Brought up in a small village 
in Essex, he was one of four 
children who came from a fam- 
ily of artists. Both his parents, 
Norman and Anne, trained at 
the Slade School as did two un- 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
TlMQimnvitoQtfiEjb*3 Plane IbtaLaii- 
aed, Moujcnd. LiBiuiiiuK. Md opeas (btir new 
J #.nt The Dote of MWwrti. Hanonu? 
Member, toco* a Rmaiy CW> « Wunkor and 

Fum foodl *< H* Cook Hoici, tWfldwr. 8«*> 

dam mJd peMBB the Prim* ttsignen 
prize 1997 ■< a Design Goan] Rwqnton la ibe 
Gnrwaw House H mcL LmJaiWI.-nwDufc* 

Prinea Edwdftaroa 

Niditrai ttMA Thanr .V Gkm Britain. 
a remxkv taneb w bunch the dc- ipoo- 
tois (or ibe National Yowii Theauc. si the 
Raynt Oanfca HoKt LonJoo W8L 


Changing of the Guard 

The Household Qiwliy Manned Hfcstawrt 
Biounu the Ouccb’* Lite Guard at HorM 
Gowda. I lanr. Tbs Queen"* Colour Squadron 
Boon* the Quran'* OtnRL at BmMntt w n 
p^bce, wJOam. hud provided by the Irish 
Gw*, 


'for Gaw*t* BWTHS, MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS, pta* eutopho"* 0I7I-W3 30U 

arteOtn-WIMM. 


Birthdays 

Lord Ashtown, former ambassador 
to Korea, 81; Lady Badea-PUwell, 
former Girl Guides Chief Commis- 
sioner, 61; Mr John Geese, actor, 58; 
Vice-Admiral Sir John Cox, Direc- 
tor, Sound Alive, 69; Dr John Din- 
gle, President, Hughes Had, 
Cambridge, 70; Sir Phul Fox, (onner 
managing director, BBC Network 
Television, 72; Mr Glen Hodcfle, 
footballer, 40; Sir John Hunt, former 
MR 68; JU-Geu Sir Maurice John- 
ston, Lord-Lieutenant of Wiltshire, 
68; Sir Raymond Johnstone, former 
Chairman. Forestry Commission, 
68; Admiral Sir John Kerr, former 
Commander-in -Chief, Naval Home 
Command, 60; Mr Simon te Bon, 
rods, singer, 39; Mr Peter Martins, 
dancer and choreographer, 52; Sir 
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HandePs Portenope directed by ((itching at the Unicom Theatre, Abingdon, 1961 


Alan Kitching 


Alan Stephen Loriroer 
Khxfaing* actor, opera 
director and translator; bom 
Rugby* Warwickshire 26 
December 1906; married 1939 
Ranees Howe (died 1968 ; one 
son); died Abingdon, 
Oxfordshire 9 September 
1997. 


Between 1959 and 1975, Alan 
Kitching directed, and fre- 
quently translated, 15 Handel 
operas, none of which had 
been staged in Britain since the 
composer’s day. These pro- 
ductions, conducted, until 
her untimely death in 1968, by 
his wife Frances, were per- 
formed at the tiny Unicom 
Theatre in Abingdon by a com- 
pany, at first largely amateur, 
whose standard of singing and 
playing was in the main highly 
professional 

While taking a degree at 
Oxford in Classics and English, 
Alan Kitching acted with Ouds, 
and later became a profes- 
sional actor, though be was al- 
ways particularly interested in 


the amateur side of theatrical 
production. 

He worked with Ben Gleet’s 
company, the Barn Theatre 
at Shere in Surrey, with Unit- 
ed Theatre and, after the 
Second World War, with 
Joan Littlewood’s Theatre 
Workshop. Meanwhile, in 
1939, the year he married 
Frances Howe, a professional- 
ly trained viola player and 
conductor, he directed Her- 
cules at Redhill, his first 
Handel production. 

In 1959 the amazing se- 
quence of Handel operas 
staged at the Unicom Theatre 
was inaugurated with Orlando, 
not seen in Britain for 225 
years. Alan Kitching directed, 
made the translation, sold the 
programmes; Frances con- 
ducted - the small orchestra 
was positioned in a gallery 
above the stage - and also 
designed and made the cos- 
tumes. Portenope followed in 
1961, and Floridarue in 1962. 
Critical reaction to these per- 
formances was very good: the 
singers, the players, the con- 


ductor, the director and. in 
particular the style of the per- 
formance as a whole, were all 
praised. The only adverse crit- 
icism was that Alan Kitching 
sometimes encouraged too 
much “comick* business from 
his singers. 

Agrippina in 1963 was un- 
usual in that the arias were sung 
in Italian, with only the recita- 
tives translated Into English. 
This did not find favour with the 
regular Unicom audience, and 
Admeto in 1964 reverted to a 
full English translation. Porv in 
1966 introduced the counter- 
tenor James Bowman to the 
regular cast. The following 
year, as Giusdno includes cho- 
rus and dancers, the company 
moved to the Abbey Theatre, 
a slightly larger auditorium. In 
April 1968 ^•imadigi returned to 
the Unicom. Frances Kitching 
died in September, aged only 
54. 

For Flavio in 1969 a new 
conductor, Anthony le Flem- 
ming,, took oven he returned in 
1970 for Sosarme, which bene- 
fited from the presence of the 


tenor Philip Langridge. fl pas- 
tor fido in 1971 had a new con- 
ductor, Nicholas Kraemer, and 
a new counter-tenor, John An- 
gelo Messana, who returned to 
the Unicom several times. In 
1972 Kitching announced that 
Arminio, to be performed in 
September, would be the last of 
the sequence, because of lack 
of funds. However, Southern 
Arts increased its grant from 
£400 to £800, and over £1,000 
of extra money was raised 
privately. 

The following year’s 
Tolomeo was one of the best of 
all the operas given, with Mes- 
sana in the title-role and Felicity 
Lott, fresh from the Royal 
Academy of Music, as Seleuce 
the heroine. Tolomeo was 
brought to the Drapers’ Hall 
during the City of London 
Festival in July 1974. Lott 
sang the title role of Arianna 
in Creta in 1974. Unicom 
Theatre’s final opera, Lotario , 
was performed at the Kenton 
Theatre, Henley-on-Thames, 
in September 1975. 

- Elizabeth Forbes 


cles and an aunt - Reg Norris, 
Paul de Monchaux and his wife 
Ruth (the artist Cathy de Mon- 
ebaux was a cousin). From an 
eariy age he was surrounded by 
the activity of painters. In the 
school holidays he posed as a 
model for his father, a full- 
length portrait that was made 
over several years. At the age 
of 16, under his father’s in- 
struction, he began to draw 
seriously. 

Norris entered the Slade 
School of An in 1978, and 
headed straight for the “Life 
Studios", where he would re- 
main as a dominant character 
for the o ext six years, painting 
from still-life and nude models. 
His tutors, Patrick George, 
Euan Uglow and William Cold 
stream, shared Norris’s concern 
with painting directly from ob- 
servation; their methods were 
to a large extent an influence 


on him. Norris was a model stu- 
dent. The Slade Professor Sir 
Lawrence Gowing told him be 
was “the most Lalented painter 
at the Slade". Euan Uglow 
says, “He was a total human 
being and artist." 

He obtained first class ho- 
nours in 1982 and showed at 
“The Pick of Graduate Exhi- 
bitions" at Christie's, London. 
In 1984, following postgraduate 
studies, he was awarded the 
Boise Scholarship, travelling 
and working in Italy. 

Norris admitted that at 18 he 
thought he knew everything 
about art, but now at 24 it all 
remained a mystery to him. The 
idea of knocking out 30 pictures 
for a commercial show was 
anathema to him. 

In the mid-1980s Norris 
completed a large still-life of 
dried flowers which he had 
worked on for over a year. It 


was to be the last picture of a 
type (bat had preoccupied him 
since his student days. His pre- 
dominant interest became fig- 
ure composition. The great 
picture architects Seurat, 
Lautrec and Matisse presented 
him with the challenge of 
painting contemporary life. 

Like many before him he 
chose a very ordinary setting: 
a dark, artificially lit pub near 
his home in Highbury, north 
London. Hundreds of drawings 
were made on location, often 
with a friend strategically 
placed as a model. His love of 
painters and sculptors from 
the past led him to the British 
Museum, where he would 
make copies from the Assyri- 
an reliefs and Egyptian statues. 

In 1989 Norris moved to a 
large group studio in Camber- 
well, where he renewed his in- 
terest in still-life and figure 


painting. Some of these pic- 
tures, regardless of size, could 
be done in one session, others 
would be worked on over years. 
He began to work in a number 
of media previously untried; 
pastel water-colour and pen 
and ink. 

Norris exhibited work in 
group exhibitions in London, 
including the Whitechapel 
Open (1989), Austm-Desmcmd 
Giliery (1991) and the Royal 
Academy annual summer 
shows. He had recently shown 
three works at the Browse & 
Darby gallery in Cork Street. 

Tbm Norris’s sudden death, 
in a swimming accident, has 
robbed the art world of one of 
its most energetic and intellec- 
tually versatile personalities. It 
is a fitting tribute that an exhi- 
bition of his work is to be held 
next year at Browse & Darby. 

- S/mon Gorb 


Sir Anthony 
Dawson 


Anthony Midiwl *>®won, 
physician: born 8 Mtof 
Physician, St Bartholomew* 
Hospital 1965-86, Consulting 
Physician 1986-97; Physician? 
King Edward VH Hospital for 
Officers 1968-97; Physician^ 
the Royal Household 1974-82, 
to the Queen 1982-93; Head 
of HM Medical Household 
1989-93; KCVO 1993; married 
I9S6 Anne Forsyth (two 
daughters); died 25 

September 1997. 

Anthony Dawson was one of 
the outstanding physicians of 
bis generation; a formidable 

academic gastroenterologist 
and a compassionate practi- 
tioner of the art of medicine. 

I first saw him when he was 
appointed consultant physician 
at St Bartholomew's Hospital 
in 1965. 1 had just graduated 
and attended his packed inau- 
gural ward round. It was im- 
mediately obvious to everyone 
that a breath of fresh air was 
blowing at Bart’s (unusual in 
those days) and that he would 
’rave a considerable impact on 


Dawson was one of the first 
clinician scientists in main- 
stream medicine in the UK. He 
was an undergraduate of Char- 
ing Cross Medical School, 
where he qualified with hon- 
ours, taking the Governors’ 
Clinical Gold Medal He de- 
veloped his research interests 
in 1957-59 at Harvard Medical 
School in Boston, where he 
worked alongside some leg- 
endary names In gastroen- 
terology, Whiter Bauer, WJ3. 
Castle, Chester Jones and Kurt 
Issetbacher. 

His research focused on dis- 
eases affecting the intestine, 
particularly those which dis- 
turbed the absorption of pep- 
tides and amino acids through 
the gut wail and the movement 
of Eats through the intestine. 
Whilst at Harvard he helped k- 
sefbacher run the clinical ser- 
vice at Massachusetts General 
Hospital and the basic and 
clinical research he undertook 
during those two years in 
Boston still has validity today. 

Because of his emerging 
reputation as an outstanding 
young researcher and clinician 
he was constantly enticed to re- 
main in the United States, be- 
ing offered tenured positions in 
California and Boston. How- 
ever, Professor (later Dame) 
Sheila Sherlock, his UK teacher 
and mentor, recognising his 
distinction, persuaded him to 
return to a position at the Roy- 
al Free Hospital where she was 
the first professor of medicine. 



Dawson: dedication 


He eventually became a Senior 
Lecturer at the Royal Free 
Hospital before being ap- 
pointed to Bart's. 

At Bart's, his clinical prac- 
tice expanded to embrace the 
care of patients with the whole 
spectrum of gastroenterologi- 
cal disorders rather than any 
sub-specialism. This breadth 
of clinical expertise made him 

a much-sought-after “second 

opinion” at Barfs and NHS ter- 
tiary referrals of patients with 
difficult diagnoses came from 
all over the UK and beyond. 
This led to a highly successful 
private practice. 

Many referrals were made 
on the basis that, not only was 


S3& 

SsssS 

atives received from 
andtais devoted secret of3:> 
Audrey Lawrence, en 

SSJSS-SSS ¥ 

m Dawson recognised thepfrj 
found, indivisible nature of 

mind and body, at 8®®® *5®? 
psychiatry and the rest of med- 

ever more remote from eacn 
other. He caused something^ 
a stir when he established a po- 
sition fora psychi^^ 

the gastroenterology unit a * 
Barfs. It was no surprise that 
be was in part instrumental m 

setting up, whilst Treasurer at 

the Royal College of Physicians 
(R.CP) in London, a working 
party with the Royal College of 
Psychiatrists, on the psycho- 
logical aspects of physical dis- 
ease. This ground-breaking 
report was published in 1995. 

He was also much con- 
cerned with the inequalities of 
health and access to health f 
care created by homelessness. 

To this end he established a 
RCP working party on home- 
lessness and health, an interest 
he was also to pursue whilst 
vice-chairman of the manage- 
ment board at the Kixig Edward 
Hospital Rind for London (the 
King’s Fund) during 1983-93. 

Dawson played an active 
part in many other spheres. He 
was Chairman of the Council of 
the British Heart Foundation 
from 1993 and Vice-Chairman 
and Chairman from 1992 of the 
Royal Medical Benevolent 
Fund. He was passionate about 
this latter activity. The RMBF 
is a charity whose purpose is to * 
support members of the pro- ” 
fession and their dependents 
who fall on bard times, by sup- 
porting them in many ways, in- 
cluding the provision of grants 
and clothing. He felt strongly 
that his colleagues should 
demonstrate generosity when it 
came to supporting their fellow 
doctors and their families in less 
fortunate circumstances than 
themselves. 

Dawson loved Barfs. His in- 
fluence as a non-Bart’s man 
cannot be overestimated. He at- 
tracted some of the most able 
young scientists and clinicians # 
to his unit, and energised the 
hospital and medical school 
Everyone admired and recog- 
nised his clinical and research 
excellence and his own personal 
qualities: a unique blend of in- 
tellectual rigour, enthusiasm for 
everything in life and almost 
everyone, his dedication to his 
patients and their families, his 
unfailing sense of humour. 
Most of his young prot£g£s be- 
came dose friends; his age and 
distinction never intruded, 
even when, inevitably, he was 
appointed Physician to the (P 
Queen in 1982, having been 
Physician in Charge of the 
Royal Household from 1974. 

Tbny Dawson was fortunate 
in his marriage. His wife Anne 
shared his huge range of in- 
terests including his love of gar- 
de rung (he was a creative 
plantsman). and their garden in 
Cuhvortb was opened to the 
public for the first time this 
year. He adored opera, good 
food and wine were important 
to him and he was a regular vis- 
itor to the Garrick Club, but 
most of all he loved a relaxed 
meal in the company of friends. 

,. He was a loyal friend in ^ 
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from tuberculosis of the ka 
as a child. I last saw him 
Glyndebourne on a lovely sui 
mer's day this year, where 
greeted me, black fedora on t< 
and silver-topped cane in I 
hand. He was style personifit 
“Lesley Re 


Anthony Meyer, former MP, 77; Sir 
Frank Roberts, former diplomat. 
9ft Mr Leonard Rosoman, painter. 
84; Lt-Cbl Malcolm Ross. Comp- 
troller, Lord Chamberlain's Office, 
54; Miss Monks Sims, director of 
production. Children’s Film and 
Television Foundation. 72; Pmfessor 
Barry Supple, Director, Leveihulme 
ThiSL 67; Mr Chris Tfcvare, cricketer, 
43; Dr Alan Tyson, musicologisi and 
psychoanalyst, 7 1; Air Chief Marshal 
SirJofan Wilis, Vice-Chief of the De- 
fence Staff, 6ft Mr AN. Wilson, au- 
thor and literary editor, 47; Mbs 
Teresa Wright, actress, 79. 


Anniversaries 

Births: DeskJerius Erasmus (Ger- 
hard Gerbards), scholar and bu- 
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manist, 1466; Captain James Cook 
naval officer and explorer, 1728; 
Dylan Marinis Thomas, poet, 10(4; 
Sylvia Hath, poet, 1931 Deaths: Sir 
Andrzej Pamdhik. composer and 
conductor, 1991; Sir Peter Courtney 
OuenneH. author. 1993. On this days 
the Csralieis eluded the Roundheads 
in the Battle' of Newbury, 1644; the 
headquarters of the League of Na- 
tions was moved from London to 
Geneva, 1920; Winston Churchill 
again became prune minister of 
Britain, 1951; many people were 
taUed when an earthquake destroyed 
Banja Luka, central Yugoslavia, 
1969; the tome of the Republic of the 
Congo was changed (a Zaire, 1971. 
Today is the Feast Cray of St Frii- 
ruen tiu$ of Ethiopia and St Ottered 
or Odhran of looa. 
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CASE SUMMARIES: 27 October 1997 


The following notes of judg- 
ments were prepared by the re- 
porters of the All England Law 
Reports. 

Costs 

Trustee of die property of Vickery (a 
bankrupt} v Modem Security Systems 
Lid; CA (flrter Gibson, Ward LjJ. Sr 
John Vinefottj 6 Oct t997. 

Once a trustee in bankruptcy 
in whom an action had become 


vested instructed solicitors to 
serve a notice of intention to 
proceed, he had effectively 
adopted the proceedings and 
was therefore liable in respect 
of the costs of the action, since 
it would be unjust for him to 
be immune from liability, and 
s 31 of the Supreme Court Act 
1981 was wide enough to en- 
able costs to be awarded 
against him. 


Simon Bryan f Squat A Co) for the 
trustee; Simon Lofihoujt QC. Stephen 
Atherton (Bootr Edgar 

Mancha*) for the defendant 

Motor insurance 

Desouza v WhterW. CA (Ron, , , 
Casto D 16 Oct 1997. 4 ’' 

The notice to be given under 

* 152(1 )(a) of the Road Thf- 
fic Act 1988 to insurers, when 
bringing proceedings again* 


them to recover a 
^ed against ti 
had merely to fo 
tendon to take si 
“gs. There was 
notice as ro the 
ment proceed 
“y notice to be j 
jog or in any 
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Order-driven system a technical success but traders remain wary 


WEEK AHEAD 



DEREK PAIN 
STOCK 
MARKET 
REPORTER 
OF THE YEAR 


A revolutionary new trading 
system and a roller-coaster 
run for shares -it was certainly 
a week which will linger in the 
stock market memory. 

The Slock Exchange must 
be relieved Hong Kong held 
back its crash for a few days. 
It was not until Thursday, with 
three days of order-driven 
trading under its belt, tha t the 
market had to contend with a 
volatile, bloodbath session as 
the former colony's share de- 
cline suddenly assumed wor- 
rying dimensions. 

Compared with Hong 
Kong, the Chancellor, Gordon 
Brown’s EMU muddle, which 
sent Footsie scuttling 118J3 
points lower at one time, made 
a more modest impression. 

But what if Hong Kong’s 
slump had occurred on Mon- 
day when the Chancellor 
pressed a button to launch or- 
der-driven trading? There 


could have been acute em- 
barrassment in the Stock Ex- 
change Tower. 

The 1987 crash was blissfully 
ignored when it was decided to 
introduce the new order last 
Monday, the anniversary of the 
most frightening stock market 
day since the war. The rational 
approach that lightning docs 
not strike twice was adopted. 
But It so nearly did. And if 
Thursday's turmoil, accompa- 
nied by a deluge of wild stories, 
bad occurred on Monday, the 
new order could have experi- 
enced a damagmgjy chaotic in- 
troduction. 

Technically, order-driven 
trading has been a success; it 
seems to have created far less 
aggravation than other 
changes, such as Crest, the 
computerised share settle- 
ment. But with only 40 per cent 
of Footsie trades going 
through the order book there 


is clearly resistance among 
traders. As time progresses 
more deals will be ploughed 
through the book. But the 
new order wfli eventually be 
judged on just how many deals 
it carries - and it has a long way 
to go before trading reaches a 
satisfactory level and the sys- 
tem is fully tested. 

There is also a nagging 
worry about costs. Although 
Stock Exchange charges were 
reduced to accommodate the 
new style of trading, the order 
book las a tendency to increase 
the number of deals needed to 
complete a bargain, thus push- 
ing up back-office costs. 

Last week Footsie careered 
violently. It ended 300 paints 
down with Friday's rally re- 
moving some of the anxiety 
generated by Hong Kong and 
the Far East markets. 

Clearly Thursday's perfor- 
mance for a time aroused 


crash worries. With some now 
regarding the 1987 meltdown 
as a mere blip, the 3 per cent 
Footsie hardly registers 

on the Richter scale. Still there 
are some who wonder whether 
the bull run is over. Few, ex- 
cept the deepest pessimists, sec 
a crash on the way. But a cor- 
rection, say as much as 10 per 
cent from the peak, must be a 
distinct possibility. 

Share spotlight 

share price, pence 

600 
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In world terms Hong Kong 
is not an important market but 
it does have dose links with 
London. It had seemed im- 
pervious to the problems of 
other Kir East markets. There 
are fears it will continue to fall, 
but perhaps in a more orderly 
fashi on. NatWest Securities 

believes the Hang Seng index 
may go to 7,000 points (test 
week's close was 11,14434) in 
the next six months. 

With Asia’s last safe haven 
under attack, the problems in 
the Tiger markets could be- 
come even more acute, hitting 
western economies. 

However, last week’s gyra- 
tions do not seem to have 
dented the long-term enthusi- 
asm of market strategists. Many 
expect a few dull months, with 
Richard Jeffrey at Charter- 
house Tflney looking for Foot- 
sie at 4,400 at the end of 
December. He is on 5300 for 


1998’sdose but many others are 
shooting for 5,800, even 6,000. 

J Sains bury, the super- 
stores chain, is top of this 
week’s profits agenda. Interim 
figures on Wednesday should 
indicate the strength of the re- 
covery which 7b ny MacNeary 
at NatWest Securities likens to 
raising the Titanic. 

The supermarket revival, be 
believes, should offset some of 
the less receptive operations 
such as those in America. He 
sees figures of £402 m against 
£387m with a year's outcome 
of £720m (£65 1m). 

pilklngton, also on 
Wednesday, is expected to 
produce interim profits of 
although restructuring 
costs could shatter the fig- 
ures, sending the strug gling 
glass-maker into the red. The 
new chief executive, Paolo 
Scaroni, has ordered a strate- 
gic review and it would be sur- 


prising if he does not decide on 
plant closures. 

BAT Industries, which is 
fulfilling tbe market's de- 
merger expectations by linking 
its financial operations with 
Zurich Insurance of Switzer- 
land, is likely to suffer a nine- 
month profit downturn, say 
£I.82bn against £1.97bn. 

On Thursday Anglia 
launches the interim water re- 
porting season which could 
feature a series of share buy- 
backs and special dividends. 
However the windfall tax will 
confuse matters. Anglia's fig- 
ures should emerge at around 
£145m and be accompanied by 
an upbeat trading statement. 
The figures wiD include a three- 
month contribution from the 
Hartlepool Water acquisition. 

Cosmetics group The Body 
Shop International also has in- 
terim results this week. Around 
£118m, up £lm, is likely. 
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Coopers & Lybrand 
to submit merger 
proposals to EC 


Coopers & Lybrand and 
Price Waterhouse will 
make submissions to the 
European Commission 
within the next fortnight 
on their proposed 
merger amid speculation 
that the Office of Fair 
Trading is likely to 
recommend a reduction 
in the number of leading 
companies the combined 
firm could audit. Tom 
Stevenson, Financial 
Editor, reports on the 
accountants 1 
controversial 
consolidation. 


Coopers & Lybrand yesterday 
dismissed weekend press re- 
ports (bat the Office of Fair 
Trading was planning to de- 
mand a 20 per cent reduction 
in the number of FTSE 100 
clients the firm could audit if it 
went ahead with its proposed 
merger with Price Waterhouse. 

Coopers said it would sub- 
mit its proposals to merge with 
Price Waterhouse to Karel van 
Mien's office in the Europeaa 
Commission at the beginning of 
November. Only then would the 
EC seek submissions from the 
likes of the OFT and the firms’ 
competitors and clients. 

It was reported yesterday 
that the OFT had already sig- 
nalled to the EC that the Coop- 
ers/PW combination should be 
forced to shed up to tO of its 48 
FTSE 100 clients. John Bridge- 
man was also understood to be 
demanding a smaller reduc- 
tion from KPMG and Ernst & 
Youpg, which announced merg- 
er plans last week in response 
to their rivals' proposal. 



John Bridgeman: Said to 
be demanding reductions 


If the four finns get Lhe 
green light for their planned tie- 
ups, only 12 of the UK’s lead- 
ing 100 firms will not have 
their audits conducted by one 
of the two accountancy giants. 
That consolidation of power has 
angered clients of the firms, 
which fear the creation of the 
accountancy monoliths will se- 
verely restrict choice and could 
lead to higher fees. 

The 100 group of finance di- 
rectors of Britain's leading com- 
panies has said it is considering 
taking action to appose the 
planned mergers. 

Together, 88 FTSE 100 com- 
panies contribute audit fees of 
almost £170ra to the four firms. 
Losing a proportion of that in- 
come would only be a part of the 
story, however, because the 
firms all use audit as a means 
of cementing relationships with 
companies in order to sell more 
expensive consultancy services. 

The accountants reacted an- 
grily to the suggestion that the 
OFT might tell them to lose 
clients. One said: “'We don’t see 
how the regulators can tell us 
to shed clients, ft's not like get- 


ting rid of pubs. It’s the diems 
who come to us. If vye tell them 
to go they may say no.” 

There is a groundswdl of 
opinion that the mergers offer 
little to clients. Kidsons Ltnpey, 
a medium-sized accountancy* 
firm outside the Big Six but one 
of the UK’s 10 largest, said yes- 
terday: “Not all clients are de- 
manding the greater size that 
the Big Six are aiming for. Size 
is not everything." 

Peter Douglas, managing 
partner at Kidsons, added: 
“Businesses want a personal, 
hands-on local service, as well 
as access to a foil range of spe- 
cialist services, including in- 
ternational expertise. This is 
exactly what middle-tier firms 
are delivering.” 

That view was backed up by 
the finance director of- one 
FTSE 100 company with a 
range of businesses in both the 
UK and US, who said all the Big 
Six finns would be capable of 
servicing its requirements with- 
out the need to merge. 

Whether the firms will get 
the opportunity to get together 
as they plan is considered much 
less likely since the announcer 
ment by KPMG and Ernst & 
Young that they were jumping 
on the merger bandwagua The 
two hotly denied that their pro- 
posal was nothing more than an 
attempt to queer their rivals' 
pitch with the regulators. 

It is understood that Ernst 
& Young was talking with De- 
loitte Touche Tohmatsu, one of 
the two remaining unengaged 
accountants, only 10 days before 
agreeing to get together with 
KPMG. 

It has also been suggested 
that critical comments from 
Ernst senior partner Nick Land 
at the time of Coopers/PW an- 
nouncement meant the latest 
merger bid was not serious. 



Putting paid to low earnings: A minimum wage of £3.85 would affect II per cent of employees aged 21 and over 


Minimum wage of £3.85 an hour 'would not cost jobs* 


Senior researchers from the 
Centre for Economic Perfor- 
mance (CEP) at the London 
School of Economics have sub- 
mitted evidence to the Low Pay 
Unit arguing for a minimum 
wage of £3.85 per hour. Ac- 
cording to the team, research on 
the impact of the now-abolished 
V^igesCouncQs showed that set- 


ting a minfanum wage at that lev- 
el would not cost jobs. 

The researchers also rec- 
ommended a three-tier rate 
with a minimum wage for 16-17 
year olds of only £230, rising to 
£3 per hour for 18-20 year olds. 
No workers of any age should 
be exempt from the minimum, 
the CEP said, but there should 


be lower rates for those aged un- 
der 21 who were woririog to- 
wards accredited vocational 
qualifications. For those a rate 
of £2 for 16-17 year olds and 
£L50 an tour for 18-2Dyearolds 
was suggested. 

The rate of £3.85 an hour is 
in line with an inflation-adjust- 
ed average of minimum rates in 


the Wages Councils when they 
were abolished in 1993. The av- 
erage then was £3.07. 

A national minimum wage 
introduced at £3.85 an hour 
would affect about 1 1 per cent 
of employees aged 21 and over. 
There are far more low-paid 
workers aged under 21, partic- 
ularly those receiving training. 


T&N in talks 
with rivals 
despite bid 


iMS Still holding 



toazi-’uu 

>up Federal-Mogul-. 

Sfr Colin Hope, cbaimian of 
-N, is thought to be con 

^ag discussions with som 

the group’s TfiOp-a- 

effort to fop the -W" 
^takeover bid the gjouphas 

^ivedfromFcderai-Nfo^- 

cording to industry source 
ne of TAN’S leading share- 
[ders had been hoping for an 

er of nearer 300p a store 

TAN'S fate binges on the oe- 
ion of four institutions, 
IFM. M&G, Schroder and 
hert Fleming, which iogeth- 

ownmore than 50 per cent 
the company. One industry 
iree said: “The institutions 
re let their feelings be known 
T&N- They are likely to 
re encouraged Sir Cohn to try 
i aet a higher offer." 

The Federal-Mogul btd does 
i include a lock-out clause. 



,iici r — 

admitted earlier this 
, he had already held 
, er talks with other in- 
heads. Analysts believe 
:r US car parts group. 
Corporation, is favourite 
nch a rival bid. British 
5 GKN and BBA are still 
;d to be interested in ac- 
; parts of the business but 
loughi unlikely they will 
a buy the whole of T&N. 
Jeral-Mogul is trying to 
h» i-Wl ihroueh ailicklv 


least three months. 

Concerns that the new group 
will have a monopoly over the 
world’s engine bearings market 
means it will have to undergo 
an in-depth investigation by 
the US and European compe- 
tition authorities. 

T&N declined to comment. 

- Andrew Totes 
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GWR joins list of bidders for licence 
to run national digital radio service 


The owner of Classic FM 
is expected to bid for the 
licence to run national 
digital radio services 
following lobbying by the 
radio industry to 
increase the amount of 
data that can be carried 
on digital frequencies. As 
Cathy Newman reports, 
that could persuade 
supermarkets and banks 
to get involved. 

GWR, Classic FNTs parent, has 
said that the prospect of CD- 
qualiiy digital sound has per- 
suaded it to commit to investing 
in the new technology, partic- 
ularly as more than 30 per cent 
of (be group’s stations are 
broadcasting on AM frequen- 
cies at the moment 

The news comes just a week 
after The Independent revealed 
that Emap Radio, Capital Ra- 
dio and DMG Radio were in 


talks with NTL, the cable op- 
erator, about forming a con- 
sortium to bid for the national 
digital radio licence, which will 
carry between six and nine 
channels. 

Ralph Bernard, chief exec- 
utive of GWR, said digital ra- 
dio would only take off if it had 
something different to offer, 
such as the ability to send text 
and images to the small screens 
built into digital radio receivers. 
Because of that, the group is 
lobbying the Government to in- 
crease the amount of capacity 
dedicated to data transmission. 

A spokesman for lhe De- 
partment of Culture, Media 
and Sport said that at least 90 
per cent of the capacity was to 
be used for programmes rather 
than “additional services". He 
said: “The Secretary of State will 
listen to any case that's brought. 
Representations have been 
made by the radio industry." 

The Commercial Radio 
Companies Association, com- 
mercial radio's trade body, is 
also lobbying the Government 


on the same issue. Increased ca- 
pacity for data transmission 
would enable radio operators to 
provide real-time information 
on share prices, among other 
things. 

GWR, which is conducting 
a trial of a digital Classic FM 
service in London and Birm- 
ingham. is experimenting to 
see if listeners would be pre- 
pared to pay a subscription fee 
to receive real-time financial 
data over their radio sets. 

Industry observers say su- 
permarkets, banks and retailers 
could be tempted by the po- 
tential for data transmission to 
bid for the national commercial 
licence. GWR is talking to a high 
street retailer, which may be in- 
terested in joining the radio 
group’s bid. 

Mathew Horsman, media 
analyse at Henderson Crosfli- 
waite, said: “An intriguing po- 
tential for digital growth would 
come from additional services 
not traditionally associated with 
radio - for example the provi- 
sion of data. Broadcasters, re- 


tailers and financial institutions 
would be interested in taking 
part in digital radio." 

Classic FM is one of the 
three national commercial sta- 
tions which are guaranteed a 
place on the digital multiplex. 
AU three get an automatic ex- 
tension of their eight-year li- 
cences as an incentive to invest 
in the new technology. Even so, 
Mr Bernard said it would cost 
between £10tn and £20m to be- 
gin broadcasting the existing 
Classic FM service on digital. 

The national commercial li- 
cence is advertised by the Ra- 
dio Authority next spring and 
bids are due in during the sum- 
mer. The winning bidder is to 
begin broadcasting in 1999. 
The BBC will be awarded the 
only other national licence, 
which it will use to broadcast its 
five existing radio stations us- 
ing digital technology. It will also 
develop some new services. 

A series of local licences, 
perhaps up to 30, will be ad- 
vertised during the year. GWR 
is likely to bid for these as well. 
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Money Market Rates Bond Yields 
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Bass sizes up potential acquisitions 


MAIN PRICE CHANGES 


lass is renewing its efforts to 
lake a big acquisition, haring 
een thwarted in its attempts to 
uy brewer Carisberg-Tetfey and 
he William Hill betting chain, 
ndrew Yates looks at the options 
variable for the brewing and 
iisure giant. 


Boss is eyeing up a range of acquisitions 
in the UK and overseas after coming un- 
der increasing pressure from the City to 
finalise a significant deal soon. 

One analyst said: “Bass is a good com- 
pany with sound management, but there is 
a growing feeling from investors that it 
needs to make a sizeable acquisition. If it 
doesn’t there could be a lot of unhappy 
shareholders out there.’* __ 

Bass was unfortunate its Carlsberg-Tet- 
ley deal was controversially turned down 
by the new Labour Government And 
shareholders can hardly complain that 


Bass was not prepared to match the block- 
buster £700m bid Nomura, the ambitious 
Japanese bank, made for William Hill. 

However, as a leisure industry analyst . 
pul it: “Bass has got to do a deal. It is not 
enough to stand still and wail for organic 
growth. Bass needs to show investors it can 
make a successful acquisition to get the 
share price moving in the right direction." 

Bass has plenty of financial firepower 
to launch a big takeover. When it an- 
nounced its interim results in June it re- 
vealed it had gearing of just 26 per cent 

New targets, however, have so far 
proved elusive. Weekend reports suggest- 
ed that Bass had run a slide-rule over Inter- 
Continental, the international hotel chain 
owned by Japanese conglomerate Seibu Sai- 
son, which it could marry with its own Hol- 
iday Inn chain. But Bass has yet to hold any 
serious talks with Inter-Continental, ac- 
cording to industry sources. First Leisure 
and Rank have also been tipped as likely 
targets, although any deal is for from cer- 
tain as both groups are intent on main- 
taining tbeir independence. 


May mtctg lev FaHs 


Ma<M Midi 


Bass dearly wants to expand its hotel and 
managed pub operations which have been 
the group's mala profit driver in recent 
years. It is investing heavily in Holiday Inn 
around the world and set up a brand. Stay- 
bridge, to cater for the long-stay market. 

Blocked from expanding its brewing in- 
terests in the UK, Bass is investing heavily 
in beer production in China and the de- 
veloping world. Cbntinenlai Europe is an- 
other target, although its plans to take over 
a chunk of the Czech Republic beer mar- 
ket have been blighted by another battle 
with Nomura, which has similar ambitions. 

Meanwhile, some of Bass’ existing busi- 
nesses need dose attention. Coral its bet- 
ting chain’ sits uncomfortably as the 
third -biggest bookie behind Ladbrokes 
and what promises to be a rejuvenated 
William H3L Its Gala bingo division has suf- 
fered, along with the rest of the industry, 
from the National Lotieiy. And profits from 
its tenanted pub estate are only growing at 
a pedestrian rate. Speculation is mounting 
that one or all of these businesses could be 
sold off to augment the group’s war chest. 
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Export orders fall sharply for 
small manufacturing firms 

New export orders for Britain's small and medium-sized manu- 
facturing businesses fell over the past four months at their fastest 
rate since 1978, according to a Confederation of British Industry 
survey to be published today. A negative balance of 29 per cent 
of small and medium enterprises fSMEs) said their export orders 
bad fallen sharply over the past four months, compared with a neg- 
ative balance of 25 per cent in the four months to July and just 2 
per cent a year ago. Exports are expected to fall further over the 
coming four months, although at a slower rale. Tony Bonner, chair- 
man of the CRTs SME council said: '"Our survey paints a disturbing 
picture for small and medium enterprises who export." 

Autologic heads to market 


placing that will value the vehicle logistics group at around £65m 
and raise £30m of new money. Autologic is the UK market leader 
in the provision of distribution and technical services to vehicle 
manufacturers, importers and fleet operators. In the half year 
to June, it made £4Jm profit before tax on turnover of £40 9m 
In the year to lumber 1996. profit before tax was £2.4m on 

mfTnnnlphSi m 1 ”' USt ye3r ' lhe COmpa ^ y bandto * “ore than 
890,0W) vehicle movements, processed 300,000 vehicles through 

its technical service centres and carried out pre-delivery inspec- 
tions on 4 per cent of all vehicle registrations. The comL^- 
erates from 24 locations and has 1,700 employees. ^ y ** 

Liberty chief may be ousted 

The founding family of Liberty, the upmarket Re ee n» St™ 
aad Bryan Mycraon, the 

UrmmE troubled companies amund. have joined 

mand the resignation of Denis Cassirfv ihi ^ VT. de ' 

The Stewart-Liberty familyanj ^ 

which represents Mr Myerson’s familv C r P° ral,cm , 

a boardroom shake-up afX , r o u hled 

which together own 44 per cent of I ihOL p '. Th two S^oups, 

an Extraordinary General Meeting ,£ qu ® h ' on 

point Mr Myenson and Odilc Griffith th* i i"* 1 P assic ^' and ap- 

adviser, as L^eeut™ dir^ “* ^*1 


B"ts spend £350 on clothes 

tailing On average the BrE ^l2r 0,1 ** 

Mergers ‘poorly thought out’ 

Lack of eariv nta nninA _ 


NatWest to launch fond 

firsi insbmt-ac&^rashftmd^Q 0 ^^” 0 * 11 "^ lh <! launc! 
The NatWest Siding Fund “ ^ a U K dea“ 

€50.000 or more of ^rpluf^^^^^rmle cfe 
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ON HOW 
BRITISH 
INDUSTRY 
SPENDS ITS 
MONEY 


Joining the single currency could boost R&D 


New analysis has thrown light on the al- 
leged shorl-tennism of the City and 
British industry which, it is claimed, secs 
companies spending too much on divi- 
dends and too little on research and de- 
velopment (R&D) and investment. It 
shows that in comparison with compa- 
nies in Europe, the USA and Japan, our 
leading companies generally face higher 
costs of funds and carry out lower levels 
of R&D. The findings raise a number of 
questions. Are the costs of funds in the 
UK too high? Do they drive down levels 
of R&D by UK listed companies? F inall y, 
would joining EMU lead to lower divi- 
dends and higher R&D? 

Many who have recognised our in- 
grained short-lertnism have despaired at 
doing anything effective about slopping 
the downward drift in our technological 
competitiveness. But now one potential 
solution shines out like a beacon. Eu- 
ropean Monetary Union would involve 
a convergence of interest rates and 
costs of funds and UK membership 
could result in a driving down of the costs 
of funds to our companies, and a release 
of resources for R&D and investment. 
It would oblige attitudes to shift towards 
securing longer-term rewards. 

The basis of the new analysis is the 
R&D Scoreboard, which 1 initiated 
seven years ago for the Department of 
Trade and Industry (DTI). The latest ver- 
son, published in June this year, sets out 
the R&D and costs of funds - mainly div- 
idends plus interest - for all firms re- 
porting R&D in the UK. It also shows 
the R&D and costs of funds for the top 


300 companies carrying out R&D world- 
wide. By dividing R&D by sales, and costs 
by sales, ratios are derived which enable 
comparisons to be made between veiy 
different companies. 

For international comparisons, 1 have 
focused on companies in the top 300. 
Within five main R&D spending sectors 
the UK has 12 top 300 companies - Glaxo 
Wellcome, SmithKline Bcechnm and 
Zeneca in pharmaceuticals, I Cl and 
BOC in chemicals, GEC and Racal in 
electronics and e/octrical equipment, 
Rolls-Royce, British Aerospace and 
Siebc in engineering, and LucasVarity 
and GKN in engineering - vehicles. 

In general, the R&D/sales ratios of 
these companies are well above the av- 
erage ratios for the remaining UK list- 
ed companies in each sector. 

The average R&D/snlcs ratios and 
costs of funds/raLios for top 300 com- 
panies have been calculated for tbe 
UK, Germany, the rest of the European 
Community, the rest of Europe, the USA 
and Japan for the Eve main R&D sec- 
tors. The results are shown in the table 
on the right. 

The table shows that the costs of funds 
ratios for top UK companies are high- 
er than the world ratios for top 300 com- 
panies in all sectors except chemicals. 
Conversely, the UK R&D ratios are low- 
er than world ratios in all sectors except 
electronics and electrical equipment. 
Specific comparisons can be made for all 
sectors between the UK and Germany, 
the UK and the rest of the EC, tbe UK 
and the rest of Europe, the UK and the 


USA and the UK and Japan. These show 
that the UK has higher costs of funds ra- 
tios in 19 comparisons, the same in one 
and lower in four comparisons. 

The UK has lower R&D ratios in 17 
comparisons and higher in seven. In 13 
comparisons the higher UK costs of funds 
is accompanied by lower R&D ratios, 
while in six comparisons there are both 
higher costs and higher R&D. There are 
some comparisons where the differ- 
ences arc small, but if differences under 

1 per cent were (gnored UK costs of funds 
would still be higher in 16 out of the 17 
remaining comparisons and UK R&D 
ratios lower in 14. The main findings of 
the analysis are that: 

X UK costs of funds ratios are higher in 
all comparisons with Germany and 
Japan, and also in the majority of com- 
parisons with other European countries 
and the USA 

2 In contrast, UK R&D ratios are low- 
er in most comparisons. UK ratios fare 
most poorly against Germany and 
non-EC European countries. They are 
particularly low in chemicals, engineer- 
ing - vehicles and in pharmaceuticals. 

3 In half the comparisons, higher costs 
of funds are accompanied by lower 
R&D. In some other cases, however, 
companies have overcome tbe handicap 
of higher costs of funds lo give R&D av- 
erages higher than in some countries. 

How are costs of funds made up? For 
UK companies in the top 300, the dom- 
inant element is dividends for pharma- 
ceuticals, electronics and electrical 
equipment and engineering - vehicles. 


Dividends averaged about 80 per cent of 
casts of funds in 1996. Do such dividends, 


goings squeeze out R&D? Or do high- 
er dividends and higher interest rates 
push up target rates erf return so that UK 
listed companies have fewer RAD pro- 
jects that appear attractive - ai least to 
them? Either way a connection can be 
drawn between high costs of funds and 
lower R&D. 

The overall picture is alarming. With 
high drvktends, company share prices may 
rise, presenting images of strength and 
good prospects. But if R&D levels are 
low, such images may be illusory as com- 


behind their competitors. 

What can be done? Fundamental 
shifts in attitudes and in resources are 
needed. One very effective way of bring- 
ing about such shifts would be joining 
EMU. Some of the aarkest comparisons 
in this analysis are between UK and Ger- 
many. UK costs of funds ratios range 
from 50 per cent to more than 300 per 
cent higher than German ratios. Com- 
parisons with the rest of the EC are less 
one-sided, though the UK cost ratios are 
higher tu three sectors. If we did join 
EMU, would the costs of funds in EC 
countries be forced up, or would tbe costs 
of funds in the UK be forced down? The 
economic weightings should ensure that 
UK costs were forced down and UK 


John Chapman is farmer secretary of the 
Dll’s Innovation Advisory Board. 


International comparisons 
of R&D and cost of funds 

(by country for top 30Q R&D companies) 



Average cost 

Average 

Total 


of funds 

R&D 

(Ebn) 


1 % of sales) 

(% of sales) 


Pharmaceuticals 

UK (3 companies) 

11.7 

11.7 

2.53 

Germany (1) 

2.8 

18.0 

0-36 

Rest of EC (1) 

6.B 

18.1 

0.60 

Rest of Europe (1) 

11.4 

15 .3 

1.06 

USA (3) 

10.7 * 

11.3 

1.84 

Japan (6) 

1.9 • 

10.0 

1.36 

World (18) 
Chemicals 

B.B 

12 2 

8-09 

UK (2 companies) 

4.6 

2.0 

0.29 

Germany (7) 

3.1 

6.6 

4.67 

Rest of EC (6) 

S.3 

7.1 

2.12 

Rest of Europe (4) 

5.2 

7.2 

1.84 

USA (16) 

5.9 

5.3 

5.30 

Japan (13) 

2.3 

4.4 

2.02 

Wbrld(46) 

5.2 

7.2 

16 27 

Electronics and electrical equipment 


UK (2 companies) 

5 A 

6.9 

0.50 

Germany (3) 

1.6 

7.7 

4.06 

Rest of EC (8) 

2.6 

6.1 

4.10 

Rest of Europe (2) 

4.4 

9.0 

0.56 

USA (38) 

4.1 

5.9 

14.46 

Japan (19) 

1.7 

5.9 

12.98 

World (72) 

2.7 

6 2 

36.66 

Engineering 

UK (3 companies) 

3.3 

3.7 

0.50 

Germany (4) 

1.5 

14 

0.64 

Rest of EC (7) 

3.5 

3.6 

1.07 

Rested Europe (4) 

3.0 

6.4 

1.76 

USA (25) 

3.1 

4.2 

5.68 

Japan (19) 

2.2 

49 

4.33 

World (63) 

2.5 

40 

14.11 

Engineering - vehicles 


0.20 

UK (2 companies) 

3.6 

3.6 

Germany (3) 

Rest of EC (6) 

2.0 

2.3 

4.6 

3.9 

3.95 

3.41 

Rest of Europe (0) 

- 

- 

- 

USA (10) 

3.6 

4.9 

11.28 

Japan 13) 

09 

5.3 

1.89 

World (24) 

2.9 

4.7 

20.73 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


BUSINESS TO BUSINESS 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


International Phone Calls 


International Phone Calls 


International Phone Calls 


Franchises 


Mobile Phones 


Tbe adventures oLWORLDCALL WOMAN 


One eloudy day_ 



fount! 
this looks 
{fee a job for 
Mforidcafl 
Woman 




Looking for a great 
business opportunity? 



The field’s narrowed down. 



If you want to invest your skills, effort and E75k 
capital in a profitable business, Rnk up vtftii 
Pfetek, Franchise of the Yew 1097, and reap 
ihe rewards of a winning business formula. 

CaB our Franchise Director on 0181 748 6777. 


t IK LM. as Aon I 


FREE PHONE 

AND FREE ACCESSORIES 


NEW MOTOROLA nw30 SMALLER, LIGHTER 

A LONGER BATTERY THAN THE NOKIA BA 


FREE ACCESSORIES 


f/'Vj* t'-jji 5. 



CAR CHARGER 


DESKTOP CHARGER 


MAINS CHARGER 


V&ffiigw WWW* *> i ■: 

msminmsismtm 


24 HOUR REPLACEMENT 


BUY ONE GET ONE FREE 
ON TALKSHARE PLUS 
MAIL ORDER SPECIALISTS 
FREEPHONE 


0500 828180 


Mdjftoraiae srtjea w status and connection fee of 130 
+ WT and 12 months agreement lo tm Orange Network. 
A fM et 14.99 rer ba Charged lor (***»* 



Iftrft 
worry- 


If* so ^ 


Marsmre-WorldeaJts AMAZING SAVINGS apply 
Z4 boon a day, so yooU befreeto call whenever you want 


Opportunities 


Opportunities 




Lrishowj 
you how 
to save op 
1 q 703 with 
WorfdcaPs 
super low. 


Cafiseanbe 
made from 
any tow phone 
without mating 
any changes. 



You've planned ijour new business. 
Now write your business plan. 


Low Rates to over 240 Countries 

A few examples BT Worldeall % Saving 



Per Second Charging 
Lines « Quality Service 

^ietafls eafl freephone 

6340000 


UK NadonaVRaglonal 

8p 

Bp 

25% 

USA 

£0.24 

lOp 

58% 

Japan 

£0.77 

23p 

70% 

South Korea 

£1.08 

48p 

. 55% 

Germany 

£0.28 

■ 14p 

50% 

Australia 

£0.49 

20p 

59% 

India 

£1.20 

60p 

50% 

Egypt 

£1.26 

67p 

47% 

UAE 

£1.02 

55p 

46% 

Nigeria 

£1.05 

65p 

38% 

Russia 

£0.80 

47p 

41% 

Per minute - 

Including VAT 




For yVortoMooBmr* 


Watch out for Worldeall Woman's tireless charity work in the forthcoming adventures 


*£B Fraa cate alter applies to new customer paying a set pre-payment BT Rates ■ Standard Dayfons. AH figures rounded tn the nmrest wrfgej'Himb^ 


Poqe 18 shows ijou how. 

Coll 0800 777 888“ 

I • . i": r 0800 777 8f.8 




AMAZING 


FREE PHONE CAliS 
SERIOUS INCOME 
FROM HOME OR OFFICE 
P/P TIME 


RING NOW YOU Will 
BE SPELLBOUND 
01205 2 70657/ 
0700 078- '.73 P 


THE WEALTH YOU 
DESERVE.. .TODAY! 


We show you how to make 
your OWN WEALTH.. .Now. 
Work (mm home or office. 


SERIOUS PEOPLE ONLY! 
Call 01923 2S5933 NOW 


Fantastic Cosmetics 
Distributors Opportunity 


Deesae, the luxury cosmetics 
range from Switzerland are 1 
looking tor new and 
astabdshad dbrtxdors who 
want to eam a good Income 
working from home 
IMMEDIATE EARNINGS 


CALL 0161 623 9162 


Services' 


Franchises 


Franchises 


SPORTS W EAR MAKES MONEY! 


Linx Trading Limited 



Mr/Mrs/MIw/Ms 


Surname 


Address 


Postcode] 



WANT TO LIVE 

IN AMERICA? 

Let American Visa 
Lottery Associates help 
you apply for a green 
card in the visa lottery. 

Professional advice for 

successful applicants. 
No job or family in the 
U.S. needed! 

Tel: 0171 499 5702 

Fax: 0171 236 2533 

01923 282140 
Unfortunately, most 
UK bom cannot apply, 
but call to check. 


Ref.Na.W727 



To advertise in this section please call 

Simon Debono on 0171 293 2338. 



& Nat West 

More then just o bank 


NOTICE 
I TO READERS 

Whilst <ce like muosable 
precautions with all 
atfrertisemwiU. readers are 
strong!; advised to take # 
professional adviee before 
paying a deposit or enuring 
I into any fin a n c ia l commitment. 


National Westminster Bank Pit 41 lothbunj, London EC2P 2BP. 

Colb with NaiWest may be mwKored/reeonfed to maintain and improve our service. 


(Business to Business] 
Advertising 
also appears on 
page 7 in MEDIA +. 
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20/ARTS SCANDAL 


Van Gogh fraud may be art 
world’s worst nightmare 


One of the world’s most 
expensive paintings may 
be a fake. The Van Gogh 
depiction of sunflowers 

bought by a Japanese 

firm for £25m could be 

the work of an 
embittered French art 
teacher. Michael Streeter 
finds there are similar 
question marks over 
works attributed to 
Cezanne and Gauguin. 


Look ai the painting on the 
right, it is a fake self-portrait of 
Van Gogh by the notonous 
hoaxer Tom Keating and yet 
mav be “worth 1 ' a reasonable 
sum. Some of his works have 
fetched as much as £- 3 , 000 , 
even if artistically they may be 
considered rather sniffily. 

The unmasking of hoaxers 
such as Keating, and Dutchman 
Han van Meergeren. the infa- 
mous faker of Vermeer paint- 
ings, have periodically raised 
questions about the way we 
look at art and its intrinsic 
value. 

However, the story of this 
latest fake, if it is proven, has 
the potential to eclipse all the 
others - and just possibly have 
a significant impact on the 
price of post-impressionist 

paintings. . 

One can only guess the sink- 
ing feeling experienced by ex- 
ecutives at the Yasuda Fire 
and Marine Insurance Compa- 
ny when they heard the news 
that the beautifully coloured 
painting of 14 sunflowers they 
acquired through a Christie’s 
auction 10 years ago. at the fab- 
ulous but inflation-proof price 
of £24.7m may not be a Vincent 
Van Gogh at alL But a Schuf- 
fenccker. 

Schuffen-who? In a televi- 
sion documentary last night, the 
art writer Geraldine Norman 
stated her belief that an obscure 
Parisian art teacher by the 
name of Gaude-Emile Scbuf- 
fenecker has perpetrated one 
of the greatest frauds in art 
history. 

Ms Norman, former sale- 
room correspondent of The 
Independent, is all but certain 
that the Frenchman is the 
author of the painting, one of 
three depicting 14 sunflowers 
attributed to Van Gogh. (There 
were seven in all - two others 
with 12 flowers, one with 
five and one with three. 
However, the “third" version of 
the 14 flowers was never men- 
tioned by Van Gogh in his 
letters.) 

If the claim is true - and nei- 
ther the owners nor the Seiji 
Togo Yasuda Kasai Museum of 

Art were commenting on the re- 
ports yesterday - then clearly 
the “Yasuda Sunflowers" is 
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Self portrait: Or not, as the case may be. The picture 
above is a fake, painted by the notorious art forger Tom 
Keating (below) 





•V 



worth nothing like the £24.7m 
it fetched at auction. 

Where does this leave the 

fake? 

Ms Norman herself concedes 
that, if truly his work, than the 
sunflower painting is Schuffe- 


necker's “undisputed master- 
piece". Thus may not be saying 
much about an unknown art 
teacher, but his version of the 
sunflowers has certainly been 
good enough to fool experts for 
many years - the painting was 


first exhibited as long ago as 
1901, 11 years after Van Gogh’s 
death. 

Schuffeoecker, who left 
stockbroking, along with his 
friend Paul Gauguin to con- 
centrate on their pa in ti ng ca- 
reers, may have got his 
inspiration from restoring Van 
Gogh’s original version of the 
14 sunflowers, now in the Na- 
tional Gallery in London. 

Interestingly, Van Gogh 
himself made a copy of this 
1888 painting a year later, which 
is in the family collection in Am- 
sterdam- This raises other ques- 
tions. 

Just what exactly is the dif- 
ference in status between Van 
Gogh’s own copy of his work, 
and Schuffenecfeer’s attempt? 
Clearly, as one was intended to 
deceive it is different — and 
hence a fake— but its artistic sta- 
tus is a separate matter. 

tn Michael Daley, 
of Artwatch UK, which cam- 
paigns against bad art 
restorations, the key charac- 
teristic of well-known hoaxers, 
such as Tbm Keating and Eric 
Hebborn, is the lack of 
quality. “They are very poor - 
it’s amazing that they ever de- 
ceived anyone." 

He says one of the “crazy 
things" about the art worid is the 
way that known fakes can fetch 
money. “Essentially they are fa- 
mous for being famous fakers, 
he said. 

However, apparent discov- 
eries like the Scbuffenecker 
fake also dent the confidence of 
the art world. “Hoaxes can 
strike at the heart of art” said 
Mr Daley. “It shows that there 

is a &uh line in the universe, and 

raises disturbing questions 
about how we view the whole 
edifice of art” 

In the current case, there 
may be more fault-lines to 
come. According to Ms Norman 
there are some reasons, as yet 
uninvestigated, to suggest that 
Schuffeoecker may not have 
been content simply with faking 
Van Goghs. He may have 

turned his hand to churning out 

p ainting; purporting to be by his 
old friend Gauguin, and also 
Cezanne. 

Such a fear, if substantiated, 
could have a major effect on the 

market for post-impressionist 

paintings, said Ms Norman. 
How much? “That remains to 
be seen," she added. 

In the meantime, the Japan- 
ese owners of the sunflowers 
painting must hope that Schuf- 
fenecker, who was previously 
better known for being painted 
by Gauguin, becomes a major 
name in his own right. Howev- 
er, although fakes can fetch re- 
spectable prices - a van 
Meegeren recently sold for 
£ 45,000 - they are dwarfed by 
the huge sum the Japanese in- 
surance company paid out just 
10 years ago. 
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ACROSS 
7 From them may come 
novel solution (4) 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSS WUitu 

By Portia 

24 Accepted fresh lot get 
unfair treatment 

25 Red coats ordered by a 
number of priests ( 10 ) 

26 Swear to prevent tenor 
leaving (4) 

DOWN 

1 A strange hirsute acade- 
mic got m, though un- 
trained ( 10 ) 

2 French artist s hiding 
note in drawer ( 6 ) 

3 Trainee is taken m by re- 
serve soldier’s charm ( 8 ) 

4 Crook’s about to Land 
on Scottish island ( 6 ) 

5 Fur fabric (8) 

6 Ibid to transport goods 
to meeting place (4) 

q Follows rest and is stuck 

' - what a mess (4,9) 

riaf — n WM JM 14 I daren’t be silly carrying 

IB wM . — ■■ — ™ one that’s loaded ( 10 ) 

13 Be initially short of lace ^ Working class student? 
to make evening dress (g) 

17 podgy international or- 


novel solution (4) W) . , 

8 SS^mofmoliey 15 bne gains new armor- gtmfcat.on firm is linked 

s American pocketed (10) tanee as a ixsult (2,11) to (8). . 

10 ^putyendTup key 18 Plant a man's shoved in l9 Remaining act ham it up 

-'■'Sition ( 8 )_ ! U 20 ^Doctor's seized by 21 English rivor reached by 

painful melancholy ( 6 ) sea route ( 6 ) 

22 &t against worker get- 23. Giving up processed 
ting out sooner ( 6 ) cheese (4) 


||UV» / . 

11 Energy the Spanish 
dramatist possesses is 
giveD without stinting 

( 6 ) - tf\ 

12 Business tax (b.) 


Catch Swissair's early 
bird, be in Zurich by 
9 a.m., shaking 


Off 


late starter?, doing 
business whit» they 
are itHJ jusponded- 
We're also the lost to 
return. Unger bas*- 
ness days can mean 
thorW business trips. 

Swissair + 
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tda y 2nd November at 7.57pm, 

With Microsoft* Encarta* 98 Encyclopedia Deluxe 
(British Edition) the world’s your oyster. Thanks to its 
state of the ert multimedia capabilities including video clips and 
sound bites, information is brought to life before your eyes (and ears). 
Equivalent to a 30 volume print encyclopedia, Ifs also ‘updatable’ thanks 
to 5,000 online links and monthly article downloads! All of which Is 
made possible thanks to Windows* 95. To discover why Encarta 98 
Encyclopedia provides the perfect platform to inspire learning for all 
ages, watch Channel 4, Sunday 2nd November, 7.57pm. 

AVAILABLE XT BYTE. COMET, CURRYS, DIXONS. ELECTRONICS BOUTIQUE. GAME. PC WORLD. 
SOFTWARE WAREHOUSE. TOYS R US, WH SMITH AND OTHER LEADING RETAILERS, 

you want to go today?” Microsoft 


Where Co 


w*wjtaaeg^com/vk/ 

•Access to the Internet and U» worm wide web me* require a modem and payment of a tee to an online service provider. Microsoft, the MIcnsoR loop. 
Where do you want » go today?, Encarta and Windows are all mastered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation In the US and/or other countries! 
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